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Bainbridge officials know considerably more today about Safer Human Medicine,
the monkey trade, and the people and money behind this project than they did
when the city first backed it. PETA has repeatedly uncovered and brought to
Bainbridge information that should have been part of its scrutiny of this project
from the outset. The picture continues to change, and the developments we bring
to you today raise new questions about both the viability of this business and the
people financing it. Consider first what has happened to one of the few
established companies in this industry: a monkey importer and supplier that
survived nearly 65 years in business has closed.

Barton’s West End Farms had what Safer Human Medicine does not: decades of
operating experience, an established facility, and longstanding industry
relationships. Its federal registration and license required for holding monkeys
have now been canceled, and its New Jersey property is on the market. It was one
of only 13 institutions permitted to import monkeys destined for laboratories as of
2024.

Barton’s closure should give Bainbridge pause. Safer Human Medicine has no

comparable operating history, yet its proposal would create a facility 17 times

larger than Barton’s in an industry facing growing legal, scientific, and political

uncertainty. The larger the project, the greater the consequences for Bainbridge if

the business diminishes, fails, or walks away.

The business itself is only part of what Bainbridge should now consider. New .E;'E"TT:AM
information has also brought into much clearer view who is financing Safer o FET I
Human Medicine and how heavily the project depends on that backing. A recent « PETA France

Forbes article revealed that billionaire Joe Lonsdale, co-founder of Palantir and « PETA Australia
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founder of the venture-capital firm 8VC, is a major financial backer of Safer Human Medicine.
According to Forbes, 8VC supplied $20 million of the $28 million SHM had raised, and Lonsdale has
personally defended the investment.

That financial relationship matters to Bainbridge for reasons beyond the size of the investment. Lonsdale
has been the subject of significant public controversy, adding another potential source of reputational
risk to a project that has already generated considerable opposition and attention. He has repeatedly used
his public platform to advance highly provocative positions, including calling for the return of public
executions and arguing that society needs a return to “masculine leadership.” Through the Cicero
Institute, which he founded, Lonsdale has also supported policies criminalizing sleeping outdoors, and
the Institute filed a Supreme Court brief supporting governments’ authority to arrest or ticket people for
sleeping outside. A June 2026 research report by the National Homelessness Law Center documented
overlapping relationships among Cicero, organizations involved in corrections, and Lonsdale-associated
investments in surveillance, security, and defense companies.

Lonsdale has also faced widespread criticism for racially offensive remarks. In 2021, he attributed
disparities in venture-capital funding to what he called “average black culture,” stating that it needed to
“step it up” and criticizing births outside marriage and attitudes toward education. He has similarly
attracted criticism for describing men in important positions who take parental leave as “losers” and
asserting that working harder instead was the “correct masculine response.” His influence has also
contributed to reported turmoil at the University of Austin, which he helped establish and finance.
POLITICO reported extensive staff and supporter departures amid an ideological shift at the institution.
Lonsdale reportedly held a meeting and stated that all staff and faculty must “subscribe to the four
principles of anti-communism, anti-socialism, identity politics, and anti-Islamism.” Anyone who was
uncomfortable with his political vision was told to leave.

Beyond the questions raised by SHM’s financing and its principal backer, there is an even more
fundamental issue for Bainbridge: where will the monkeys come from? SHM is proposing a facility for
as many as 30,000 monkeys at the same time that Congress is considering legislation aimed directly at
the imported-monkey supply on which facilities like this have historically depended. In April 2026,
bipartisan members of Congress introduced the Preventing Risky Importation of Monkeys to Avoid
Toxic Exposures Act, or PRIMATE Act. For a company proposing the largest monkey facility in the
country, that is not a peripheral policy development, it goes directly to the availability and cost of the
primates needed to fill it.

And Congress is considering these restrictions because imported monkeys carry risks that extend well
beyond the companies that buy and sell them. Safer Human Medicine’s existing operation in LaBelle,
Florida, also deserves Bainbridge’s attention. That Hendry County facility is intended to handle
imported monkeys and quarantine operations supporting the proposed Bainbridge facility. Questions are
now being raised in Florida about the disease and environmental risks associated with housing thousands
of imported monkeys, including pathogens that may escape detection during quarantine and can be shed
into waste and wastewater. Florida Congressman Greg Steube cited the risk of imported monkeys
introducing tuberculosis, herpes B, Salmonella, and other pathogens when he introduced the bipartisan
PRIMATE Act to prohibit their importation for experimentation. Bainbridge should understand those
risks before becoming the next large link in SHM’s operation.


https://www.chron.com/politics/article/texas-joe-lonsdale-public-executions-21230890.php
https://www.chron.com/politics/article/texas-joe-lonsdale-public-executions-21230890.php
https://ciceroinstitute.org/people/joe-lonsdale/
https://ciceroinstitute.org/people/joe-lonsdale/
https://homelesslaw.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Cicero-Research-Memo.pdf
https://techcrunch.com/2022/01/03/vc-joe-lonsdales-tweets-about-woke-tech-diversity-spark-investor-pushback/
https://abc7news.com/post/paternity-leave-joe-lonsdale-parental-for-fathers-twitter/11177458/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2026/01/16/civil-war-university-of-austin-bari-weiss-00729688
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/8471/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/8471/text

Barton’s closure, SHM’s heavy financial reliance on Joe Lonsdale and 8VC, Lonsdale’s controversial
public record, possible federal restrictions on monkey imports, and the disease and environmental risks
give Bainbridge ample reason to reconsider this project. The city should re-examine every commitment
it has made to SHM and use all available authority to prevent the facility from moving forward.

Sincerely,

Lisa Jones-Engel, Ph.D.

Chief Science Advisor, Primate Experimentation
Laboratory Investigations Department
LisaJE@peta.org



