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2.40(b)(2) Critical  

Attending veterinarian and adequate veterinary care (dealers and exhibitors). 

The facility reported that on May 30, 2026, that five rabbits identified for euthanasia were discovered deceased in a 
transfer cart. On May 29, 2026, these rabbits were determined to require euthanasia after being observed as moribund. 
According to the facility, the technician placed the rabbits in the transfer cart and moved them to the appropriate holding 
area, and informed another technician who was responsible for performing the euthanasia. The animals were discovered 
deceased the next morning. 
Failure of animal care personnel to perform treatments as directed can lead to stress, physical harm and death. Facilities 
shall maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that include appropriate methods to prevent, control, diagnose, and 
treat diseases and injuries. 
Correct: correction prior to inspection date. 

2.131(b)(1) Critical  

Handling of animals. 

The facility reported that they had two separate issues where rabbits were restrained for tattooing, and the four total 
rabbits had to be euthanized. On July 17, 2026, two rabbits were injured during tattoo identification procedures, wherein 
the restrainer was too large for the body size of these rabbits. According to the facility, the additional space allowed the 
animals to kick out of the restraint, resulting in injuries requiring euthanasia. During the week of August 3, 2026, two 
additional rabbits were injured during the same procedure, also requiring euthanasia. According to the facility, a 
supervisor had instructed employees to manually restrain rabbits with additional padding to overcome overly large 
restraint devices, but the method was not employed as directed. Failure of animal care personnel to handle animals 
properly can lead to stress, injuries, and death. Handling of animals shall be done as expeditiously and carefully as 
possible in a manner that does not cause trauma, behavioral stress, physical harm, or unnecessary discomfort. 
Correct: correction prior to date of inspection. 

 

This inspection and exit interview were conducted with the facility representatives. 
 
You may appeal all or part of any inspection report by submitting a written statement contesting the findings—along with 
any supporting documentation—to the Deputy Administrator. Appeals of routine, focused, or attempted inspections must 
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be received within 21 days of report issuance as shown by the signature line of this report. 
 
Appeals may be sent by email to AnimalCare@usda.gov. 
 
Appeals sent by mail should be addressed to: 
Deputy Administrator 
APHIS Animal Care (AC) 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
2150 Centre Avenue, Building B 
Mailstop #3W11 
Fort Collins, CO 80526-8117 
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Count Scientific Name Common Name 
002162  Oryctolagus cuniculus DOMESTIC RABBIT / EUROPEAN RABBIT 
   
002162 Total   
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