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Bullfighters get more points the more the bull “engages” with the bullfighter, and by “displaying 
aggressive maneuvers.”10 Thus, the more bullfighters tease and harass the bull, the more points 
they receive, and the more money they make.11 The bullfighters are not merely attempting to avoid 
a bull—the entire point of the harassment is to fuel aggressive engagement between the bull and 
the bullfighter.12  

Freestyle bullfighting promotes and relies upon teasing and harassing an otherwise docile animal 
such that they become panicked and frantic. Bullfighters grab onto the bulls’ horns, jump on their 
backs, and tie ropes to the bulls’ flanks to cause irritation and “encourage the animal to buck.”13  
In their panicked state, the bulls feel stress akin to that of evading a predator, and attempt to flee 
or protect themselves. As a result of this agitated behavior, the bulls and bullfighters face serious 
and fatal injuries.14 Bulls used in similar events have suffered from broken legs, backs, and necks, 
heart attacks, and aneurisms.15 Freestyle bullfighters have been knocked unconscious,16 suffered 
concussions,17 broken bones,18 and are stomped and rammed by bulls.19 Bulls and bullfighters are 
risking serious injury or death during each cruel exhibition, and the bulls have no way to escape 
the torment.  

Accordingly, the “Biscuits & Bulls” “freestyle bullfighting” events are prohibited cruelty to 
animals and animal fighting and we urge you to inform the organizers that those events cannot 
proceed.  

 

Sincerely,   

Cydnee Bence 
Counsel  
Captive Animal Law Enforcement | PETA Foundation 
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