August 25, 2026

To: Corporal Michael Spada, Animal Cruelty Officer, Pennsylvania State
Police

From: Colin Henstock, Associate Director of Project Strategy, PETA

Via e-mail: I

Re: Alleged Cat Killings, Animal Neglect, and Mass Hen Deaths at Shady
Brae Farms outside Marietta

Dear Corporal Spada:

I hope you are well. This letter concerns a disturbing report submitted to PETA
by an eyewitness to alleged neglect of and cruelty to animals at Shady Brae
Farms, an egg farm located at 29 Engle Rd. near Marietta. We have been told the
following:

e The eyewitness found several dead cats outside a shed whom he believed had
been poisoned, and found another dead cat in a trash can inside one of the
sheds.

o Hens who fell into feces pits remained trapped in the pits for months,
surviving on spilled feed.

o Workers often left rotting, swollen, decomposed, or skeletal bird remains in
cages among live hens.

e During a heatwave earlier this summer, shed temperatures reached
approximately 103 degrees. Management delayed fan adjustments for about
five hours after being alerted, and at least 3,000 birds died in “House 8,” with
additional mortalities in other sheds.

e Facility policy discouraged killing injured hens if they were still laying eggs,
including one bird whose comb had been partially ripped off and whose skull
was exposed.

e Cages were severely crowded, with some holding many more hens than they
were designed to hold.

e Birds were left without feed for up to 36 hours because repair of broken
equipment was not prioritized.

Please see these images that were provided by the whistleblower, who is
willing to speak with you about these concerns.

If these allegations are true, this conduct appears to constitute violations of
Pennsylvania’s anti-cruelty laws, specifically 18 Pa.C.S. § 5532, which states that
a person commits an offense if they fail to provide for the basic needs of an
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animal, and 18 Pa.C.S. § 5534, which prohibits illtreating and causing the death of an animal.
Poisoning cats, abandoning birds to survive in feces pits or confining them in extreme heat, and
leaving seriously injured birds to suffer do not constitute activities undertaken in a normal
agricultural operation that are exempt from prosecution. We respectfully ask that your agency
investigate the alleged killings and neglect, and that charges be filed as appropriate.

I can be reached at ColinH@peta.org. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
/‘ r g
lg(lvf_ fi{,{/\-*/bﬂm,xé =

Colin Henstock
Associate Director of Project Strategy





