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2.32(a) Critical  

Personnel qualifications. 

Four piglets under IACUC approved protocol (PO300) were presented for necropsy. The necropsy report findings suggest 
regurgitation and aspiration as the cause of death for 3 of the 4 piglets. Veterinary observations determined that the 
research staff primarily responsible for carrying out procedures under study protocol PO300 were inadequately trained to 
work with the species to administer test material to piglets via oral gavage. Additionally, the IACUC noted that 
inexperienced staff were responsible for performing procedures and monitoring the piglets without direct supervision of 
the more experienced lab members as stated in the protocol. Inadequate staff training and study oversight can have a 
significant impact on the health and welfare of research animals.  
 
Prior to the inspection, the PI had proposed and the IACUC approved a corrective action plan that included re-training, 
with veterinary oversight, of all research team members.  
 
The research facility should ensure that all scientists, research technicians, and other personnel involved in animal care, 
treatment, and use are qualified to perform their duties. This responsibility shall be fulfilled in part through the provision of 
training and instruction to those personnel. 
 
Correct by September 30, 2026 

2.33(b)(3) Critical  

Attending veterinarian and adequate veterinary care. 

During the review of IACUC records, a reported incident involving the death of several piglets was found. On March 30, 
2026, twenty-five piglets were born via cesarean section in accordance with an IACUC approved protocol (PO300). Within 
1-2 days after the first procedure, six piglets died and five were humanely euthanized by the research staff. The laboratory 
records indicate that the piglets’ health was deteriorating, however, the research staff continued to administer care on 
their own instead of contacting the veterinary staff. Failure to notify the veterinary staff in a timely manner when health 
concerns arise can result in pain, suffering, and/or death of the animals.  
 
Research facilities shall establish and maintain programs of adequate veterinary care that include a mechanism of direct 
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and frequent communication so that timely and accurate information on problems of animal health, behavior, and well-
being are conveyed to the veterinarian.  
 
Prior to the inspection, the PI had proposed and the IACUC approved a corrective action plan with additional intensive 
health monitoring, veterinary oversight, and specific study endpoints.  
 
Corrected prior to the inspection on 06/15/2026. 

 

This inspection and exit interview were conducted with facility representatives. 

 

Additional Inspectors: 

AMY NOOYEN, VETERINARY MEDICAL OFFICER n 
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Count Scientific Name Common Name 
000062  Eptesicus fuscus BIG BROWN BAT 
000051  Rousettus aegyptiacus EGYPTIAN FRUIT BAT 
000057  Carollia perspicillata SEBA'S SHORT-TAILED BAT 
000020  Chinchilla lanigera CHINCHILLA 
000172  Cricetulus griseus CHINESE HAMSTER 
000135  Callithrix jacchus COMMON MARMOSET 
000004  Canis familiaris DOG ADULT 
000031  Mustela putorius furo DOMESTIC FERRET 
000031  Cavia porcellus DOMESTIC GUINEA PIG 
000020  Sus scrofa domestica DOMESTIC PIG / POTBELLY PIG / MICRO PIG 
000051  Oryctolagus cuniculus DOMESTIC RABBIT / EUROPEAN RABBIT 
000012  Papio anubis OLIVE BABOON 
000003  Macaca nemestrina PIG-TAILED MACAQUE 
000079  Macaca mulatta RHESUS MACAQUE 
000001  Macaca fascicularis CRAB-EATING MACAQUE / CYNOMOLGUS MONKEY 
000035  Peromyscus leucopus WHITE-FOOTED MOUSE 
000010  Felis catus CAT ADULT 
000001  Papio hamadryas HAMADRYAS BABOON 
000001  Ovis aries aries SHEEP INCLUDING ALL DOMESTIC BREEDS 
   
000776 Total   
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