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Dear Dr. Priya, 
 
The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW) acknowledges receipt of your December 12, 
2024, letter reporting an instance of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of 
Laboratory Animals at the University of Minnesota. This letter had not been preceded by a 
preliminary report to OLAW. 
 
According to the information provided, this office understands that the University of Minnesota 
Animal Care and Use Committee (ACUC) determined that instances of noncompliance occurred with 
respect to failure to adhere to the IACUC-approved protocol. The final report states during a post-
approval monitoring inspection, a review of laboratory records revealed an experimental cohort of 
mice was not monitored as described in the protocol between November 8-21, 2024. It is stated the 
approved monitoring plan indicated tumor bearing mice would be weighed weekly by lab personnel, 
and at increased frequency when weight loss reached 10-15%. However, based on the records 
reviewed, 14 mice had an instance where weight loss was above 10%, but the animals were not 
weighed again until 3d later. It is stated daily weighing was implemented for all animals in the group 
at the same time, however some animals should have been designated for daily weighing sooner 
based on their status. 
 
The report states while the mice with weight loss was greater than 20%, there is a possibility some 
animals may have met this threshold prior to being identified for euthanasia due to the lack of daily 
monitoring. It is also stated the animals may have experienced pain/distress during this time. It is 
understood the principal investigator affirmed that laboratory staff will adhere to the approved 
monitoring plans moving forward. Email correspondence described the corrective actions taken to 
prevent future recurrence of a similar incident, which include the following (in summary): 
 

• Retraining lab staff on the requirement for strict adherence to the daily weight-measuring 
guidelines for animals with 10-15% weight loss. 

• Adding color coding to the animal monitoring record form to prompt the lab staff on animal 
welfare.   

• Reducing the number of tumor cells initially injected to produce a less rapidly progressing 
model. 

 
It is noted the research project is supported by PHS funding. Based on its assessment of this 
explanation, OLAW understands that the University of Minnesota has implemented appropriate 
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