
















DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES                                    PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
               NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

    ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

FOR US POSTAL SERVICE DELIVERY:       FOR EXPRESS MAIL: 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare       Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare
6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500, MSC 6910 6700B Rockledge Drive, Suite 2500 
Bethesda, Maryland 20892-6910 Bethesda, Maryland 20817 
Home Page: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/olaw/olaw.htm       Telephone: (301) 496-7163 

Facsimile: (301) 480-3387 

April 16, 2025                                        Re: Animal Welfare Assurance  
                            A3012-01 [OLAW Case 1L]  
    
 
Kenneth J. Fridley, Ph.D. 
Vice President for Research & Economic Development 
Eastern Virginia Medical School 
735 Fairfax Avenue 
Waitzer Hall,  
Norfolk, VA 23507 
 
Dear Dr. Fridley, 
 
The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW) has received from People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA) allegations of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care 
and Use of Laboratory Animals at Eastern Virginia Medical School, via documents PETA obtained 
via a Freedom of Information Act request to the U.S. Department of Agriculture on November 16, 
2021. It is possible that such occurrences should have been reported directly to our office as required 
by the PHS Policy and per your commitment to do so in your Animal Welfare Assurance. 

An excerpt from an internal report received by PETA was provided to OLAW for review and states 
the following: 

“Somehow, [the student] managed to capture all five mouse pups in the full food hopper with the 
lid. The mice were severely overcrowded and had no access to water overnight. Further 
inspection of the cage showed evidence your students are not following the SOP on weaning that 
was developed specifically for your lab. Rather than placing wet chow in the cage in a bowl, dry 
chow was dropped on the floor of the cage without a container. This SOP was required by the 
IACUC for your lab to continue research and should not in any way be regarded as optional.” 

Please instruct the IACUC, avoiding any conflict of interest, to send a report, signed by you as the 
Institutional Official, to the following OLAW email inbox: OLAWdco@od.nih.gov and provide 
information regarding any PHS/NSF/DHHS/NASA funding of activities related to this potential 
incident. If the funding source is subject to OLAW oversight, please provide a description of the 
occurrences and all corrective/preventive actions. 

We appreciate your cooperation and ask that you please provide the requested information by May 
30, 2025. Please contact me if I can be of assistance at jacquelyn.tubbs@nih.gov. 

Sincerely, 
 
 

     Jacquelyn Tubbs, DVM, DACLAM
     Senior Animal Welfare Program Specialist 

Division of Compliance Oversight 
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

cc: IACUC Contact    


















