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202-483-PETA

Dear Mr. O,Keefe, Los Angeles
2154 W. Sunset Bivd.
Thank you in advance for your time. I’'m writing on behalf of People for the Los Angeles, CA 90026
Ethical Treatment of Animals U.S.—PETA entities have more than 9 million 23044 FEIA
members and supporters globally. Based on the information presented below, Norfolk
we ask that you please restrict Health Effects Institute’s (HEI) research to 20! fronf St
animal-free studies, as General Motors,! Ford Motor Company,? Stellantis ool VA 23510
and others in the automotive industry® have already done after discussions FRr St
with PETA. Info@peta.org
PETA.org
HEI has been conducting and funding cruel and deadly tests on animals for
decades. Below are a few recent examples for your reference:
e Experimenters repeatedly forced mice to inhale a known carcinogen,
punctured their hearts, and killed and dissected them.*
e Experimenters repeatedly force-fed mice acrylonitrile (a toxic but
common industrial chemical), took their blood, and killed and dissected
them.>
e Experimenters exposed mice to a high concentration of ozone which
causes airway inflammation, injected them with a drug that blocks
spontaneous breathing, intubated them and pumped their lungs with air,
and killed and dissected them.®
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e Experimenters cut off mice’s nerves, intubated them and pumped them with a substance
that manipulates lung functions, and killed and dissected them.’

e Experimenters repeatedly injected guinea pigs with a substance that worsens
inflammation, exposed them to a high concentration of ozone to induce airway
inflammation, cut them open and inserted tubes and wires into their chests, took their
blood, and killed and dissected them.®

In addition to the cruelty, these tests on animals are unnecessary because there are many other
animal-free methods that can be used, such as in vitro tests, organoids, organs-on-a-chip,
computer modeling, medical imaging, human clinical research, and more. HEI does indeed
conduct and fund many of those types of studies, and we appreciate it. We ask that, going
forward, HEI move to exclusively conduct, fund, and commission studies using animal-free
methods.

There has been a sea change in recent years in moving away from animal tests. The
Environmental Protection Agency, which collaborates heavily with HEI, announced in 2019 that
it will completely eliminate studies on mammals that the agency conducts and funds by 2035.°
The European Parliament passed a resolution in 2021, calling on the European Commission to
create an action plan to end experiments on animals.*? In 2022, the FDA Modernization Act 2.0
passed in the U.S. and lifted the requirements of animal testing for new biologics.'! Subsequently
in January 2023, the European Citizens Initiative “Save Cruelty-Free Cosmetics—Commit to a
Europe without animal testing,” which calls on the European Commission to end all animal
testing, has received 1.2 million validated signatures.*? The U.S.-based National Medical
Association'® and the National Hispanic Medical Association!* have also both recently adopted
groundbreaking new public policies against animal testing, signaling a significant shift on this
issue in the scientific community. In every single advancement mentioned above, PETA
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scientists played a major role, and we have created a roadmap for ending animal testing called
The Research Modernization Deal,™ for your reference.

May | please hear from you by August 24, 2023 regarding this socially important matter? You
can contact me by e-mail at FrancesC@peta.org. Thank you.

Sincerely yours,

kel

Frances Cheng, Ph.D.
Chief Scientist, International Laboratory Methods
Laboratory Investigations Department
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