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Statement on Carden Circus Elephant Welfare

Based upon my observations on September 6, 2025 in San Antonio, Texas,
it is my opinion that Betty continues to suffer significant physical and
psychological issues, and the problems observed in May 2025 have either
remained in a similar state or deteriorated.

In May, I observed a nail crack on Betty’s rear foot. Betty now has significant
cracks in nails on both rear feet, running from the margin to the cuticle. These
cracks are substantial and do not appear to have been treated through nail
trimming. I observed these cracks widen and flex while Betty walked. I am certain
that these nail cracks cause significant pain while walking, standing, and when
placing additional stress and weight on her rear legs when being used for rides and
performing in the ring.

Betty clearly has compromised use of her trunk: she consistently holds the trunk
straight down, and it drags along the floor almost constantly while she walks. She
lifts her head in order to use her trunk to grasp Janice’s tail so as to walk trunk-to-
tail when required, and she remains able to use the tip of her trunk to manipulate
objects. It is striking that during my observations on September 6 2025 she did not
once use her trunk to touch her body to rub or scratch herself. This is entirely
abnormal.

Betty’s front right wrist and/or knee continues to appear to be substantially
compromised, as she does not bend the lower part of the leg when walking.
Nonetheless, she is required to carry performers during the show, and 5 or 6
people before, during the interval, and after the performance. On the day of my
September visit, she was used in two shows. Furthermore, during the performance,
she is required to place her front right leg on a small stand and to pivot her body
around it. This undoubtedly puts substantial additional pressure on an already
compromised front leg joint, and also causes her rear feet with cracked nails to
experience increased pressure and lateral movement.

Betty and Janice were subjected to sound levels of at least 95 dB in the show.
Since they were housed near to the arena, and separated from the arena by a
simple curtain, it is reasonable to assume that they must endure similar sound
levels during rehearsals and throughout the shows. This is entirely unacceptable
for animals that rely on their hearing and are so sensitive to sound and vibration.

https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Draper-Carden-Circus-Elephant-Report.pdf


Betty Janice

Eyes No comments Less red and sore in appearance, but she
has a pronounced nictitating membrane

Disease
No obvious signs of
infectious disease

were observed

No obvious signs of infectious disease
were observed, although Janice’s eyes

require investigation

Skin
Dry in appearance;
callouses on bony
ridge above eyes

Dry in appearance; callouses on bony
ridge above eyes

Trunk Appeared to be
compromised Appeared normal

Summary of observations on Betty and Janice,
Carden Circus, September 6, 2025, indicating
changes observed since May 26, 2025





Betty Janice

Behavior
and

demeanor
Appeared withdrawn and slow Appeared alert

Mobility
and gait

Front legs, especially RF
appeared to have problems in
wrist and/or knee joints. Leg

generally held straight and
wrist not bent while walking

Able to walk at a reasonable
pace when asked. Slow

shuffling gait during rides.

Feet and
nails

Significant nail fractures
observed on one nail on each

rear foot
Nails overgrown



Betty Janice

Public safety

Both elephants were in very
close proximity to the visiting

public, and separated from
them by lightweight metal

barriers.

When walking to the
performance area, the

elephants were required to
walk through groups of people

waiting for the show.

Both elephants were in very
close proximity to the visiting

public, and separated from
them by lightweight metal

barriers.

When walking to the
performance area, the

elephants were required to
walk through groups of

people waiting for the show.

Housing Small pen in access tunnel.
Concrete substrate.

Small pen in access tunnel.
Concrete substrate.

Performance
and public
interaction

Climbed onto tub in the circus
ring. Carried human

performer during show.
Carried up to 5 people in

howdah during interval rides.
Howdah straps appeared to be

very tight around her neck.

Climbed onto tub in the
circus ring. Carried human

performer during show.
Carried up to 5 people in

howdah during interval rides.

Not only do my observations from May 2025 stand as issues
requiring investigation and treatment, but I am now very concerned
that new problems, especially Betty’s rear nails, have emerged. It
seems clear that Betty’s welfare has declined since May, and I urge
the authorities to take these observations seriously.

Conclusion
























