Town of Champlain, New York
Local Law No. 1 of 2025

Section 1. Title,

‘A local law regulating the outdoor restraint of dogs of the Code of the Town of Champiain.”
Section 2, Authority.

ThisLocal Lawisenacted Pursuant tothe provisions of Article 7 of the Agriculture-and Markets Law
Section 122 and the Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York.

Section 3. Purpose.

Therefore, the Town of Champlain finds that is in the best interest of its residents as well as
a

their dogs to ensure the safety of all by regulating the manner in which a dog may be restrained
or confined outdoors.

Section 4, Definitions.

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:

a. "Attend’ means to be present, look after, angd pay attention to the dog(s) while tethered by
a reasonable and competent individual on the premises

b. “Agent’ means a competent responsible person who acts on behalf of another person, in
this case the owner of the dog.



Section 4. Definitions (continued).

household in which said Person resides). This shall also include any agent, representative
Or person responsible for the care and welfare of any dog.

g. "Weather Alert” shall mean any National Weather Service warning for heat advisory, frigid

Section 5. Tethering Prohibitions.

It shall be unlawful for any person, owner, agent or responsible person to tether, or confine a dog
to any stationary object outdoors or cause such dog to be confined in a manner that:

1. Endangers such dog’s health, safety and well-being;

2. Unreasonably limits the movement of such dog because it js too short for the dog to move

around or for the dog to urinate or defecate in a Separate area from the area in which it myst
eat, drink, or lie down

5. No dog shall be left tethered to a fixeq point, attached to an overhead dog run, or trolley
system or placed in a dog enclosure Unattended on vacant or abandoned property.

6. A dog shall not be tethered in any of the following circumstances: under SiX months of age; a
nursing female; a female in heat; any heaith condition that would be €xacerbated by tethering,
injury, in distress, or in the advanced stages of pregnancy.



Section 5. Tethering Prohibitions (continued).

7. A dog must have unencumbered access to shade, food, clean, fresh and potable water,
shelter and dry ground without becoming entangled.

8. Adog may only be tethered if it is Supervised. The owner or résponsible person must “attend”

to the dog. That means the dog owner or responsible person can't leave the property while
the dog is tethered outside.

9. A dog may not be tethered outside during the night hours of 11:00 PM - 6:00 AM.

prevent the dog from becoming entangled or injured, shall weigh less than 1/10 of the dog’s
weight; free from tangles; and shall restrain the dog from reaching hazards that pose a
strangulation risk, and/or harm to other animals.

(n All veterinary facilities
(I Duly incorporated SPCA'’s and Humane Societies
() Municipal animal shelters.

(IV)  Commercial professional boarding facilities that temporarily house dogs for a fee.

b. Dog enclosures shall be constructed of chain link or other Secure fencing materials
w

ith all four sides enclosed. The enclosure shall be sufficient height to prevent the
dog from escaping from such enclosure.



Section 7. Dog Enclosure & Tethering Prohibitions.

a. Exposing a dog to taunting, prodding, provoking, hitting, harassing, threatening or
otherwise harming a tethered dog.
b. Exposing a dog to dangerous conditions, such ag eXxposure to anima| waste, garbage,

noxious odors or objects that could Injure or kill a dog. This includes potential attacks
by other animals,



Section 8. Exceptions.

1.

A dog tethered in compliance with the requirements of g campground area shail be exempt
from these regulations.

Tethering of a dog for less than fifteen (15) minutes in a public location shall be exempt
from this local law.

Section 9. Enforcement; Penaities for Offenses:

1.

This articl b
County Sheriff's Department, and may also be enforced by any constable, police officer,

or any agent or officer of any duly incorporated society for the prevention of cruelty to
animals with jurisdiction within the Town of Champlain.

A violation of any provisions of this iaw shall, be subject to a civil penalty enforceable and
collectable by the Town as follows:

First offense two hundred fifty dollars ($250), and/or an educational component at the
judge’s discretion.

Secend offense five hundred dollars ($500), and/or an educational component at the
judge’s discretion.
Third offense and one thousand dollars ($1,000) and/or imprisonment for no more than

(15) days, or both, surrender of the dog, if ordered by the court, and costs of investigation
and prosecution.



Section 10. Obstruction of Governmental Administration.

No person shall hinder, resist, or oppose the enforcement officer Or peace officer when acting
pursuant to their duties under this local law or any other persons authorized to administer and
enforce the provisions of this law in the performance of their duties. Any person hindering,
resisting or opposing these officers shall be prosecuted.

Section 11. Severability.

enacted its own stricter ordinance, resolution, or faw regulating the tethering or confinement of
dogs within its jurisdiction,



