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Daniel Sui, Ph.D.  
Senior Vice President for Research & Innovation 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
800 Drillfield Drive,  
Blacksburg, VA 24061 
 
 
Dear Dr. Sui, 
 
The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW) acknowledges receipt of your April 17, 2025, letter 
reporting an instance of noncompliance with the PHS Policy on Humane Care and Use of Laboratory 
Animals at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University (Virginia Tech), following up on an initial 
March 24, 2025, notification by phone. 
 
According to the information provided, this office understands that the Virginia Tech Animal Care and 
Use Committee (ACUC) determined that an adverse event occurred with respect to conditions that 
jeopardize the health or well-being of animals, resulting in the death of animals. The preliminary report 
states that 3 mice were found dead due to lack of access to water as the result of an improperly docked 
cage. The final report states that the remaining 2 mice from the same cage were found moribund and 
euthanized upon discovery.     
 
Per the final report, the IACUC discussed the incident and accepted the corrective actions. The IACUC 
sent an educational reminder letter to both the PI and the vivarium leadership with respect to animal 
husbandry. To address the situation, corrective actions were taken including requiring the re-training of 
lab staff on relevant standard operating procedures (SOPs) for the species. In addition, animal care staff 
were retrained on relevant SOPs for the species. With this, the IACUC determined that the corrective 
actions were adequate, and no further action is necessary. 
 
It is noted that this study is supported by PHS funding. Based on its assessment of this explanation, 
OLAW understands that the Virginia Tech ACUC implemented appropriate measures to correct and 
prevent recurrences of these problems and is now compliant with provisions of the PHS Policy.  
  
We appreciate being informed of these matters and find no cause for further action by this Office. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
     Angelina Williams, DVM, MPH, DACLAM 

Animal Welfare Program Specialist 
Division of Compliance Oversight  
Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare 

cc: IACUC Contact 












