
 

 

April 28, 2023 

 

Charles W. Kaspar 

Director 

The Food Research Institute 

University of Wisconsin-Madison 

3554 Microbial Sciences Building 

1550 Linden Dr.  

Madison, WI 53706 

 

Via e-mail: cwkaspar@wisc.edu 

 

Dear Dr. Kaspar, 

 

Thank you in advance for your time. I am writing on behalf of People for the 

Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA). PETA entities have more than 9 million 

members and supporters globally. Based on the information presented below, 

we respectfully request that The Food Research Institute (FRI) at the University 

of Wisconsin-Madison stop conducting and funding tests on animals. 

 

FRI has conducted and/or funded numerous cruel experiments on animals. 

Below are examples from FRI’s experiments published just since 2017 and 

conducted for curiosity—despite their inapplicability to human health, the 

availability of superior non-animal research methods, and the absence of any 

regulations that require the use of animals for this purpose: 

 

 Experimenters force-fed mice feces containing the parasite Entamoeba, 

fed them an antibiotic, and killed and dissected them.1 

 Experimenters injected mice with botulinum bacteria and waited for 

them to die from the toxin.2,3 

 Experimenters repeatedly force-fed mice bacteria, suffocated them to 

death, and dissected them.4 

 

                                                           
1 Mendoza Cavazos C, Heredia MY, Owens LA, Knoll LJ. Using Entamoeba muris To Model 

Fecal-Oral Transmission of Entamoeba in Mice [published online ahead of print, 2023 Feb 

6]. mBio. 2023;e0300822. doi:10.1128/mbio.03008-22 
2 Inzalaco HN, Tepp WH, Fredrick C, Bradshaw M, Johnson EA, Pellett S. Posttranslational 

Regulation of Botulinum Neurotoxin Production in Clostridium botulinum Hall A-hyper. 

mSphere. 2021;6(4):e0032821. doi:10.1128/mSphere.00328-21   
3 Fredrick CM, Lin G, Johnson EA. Regulation of Botulinum Neurotoxin Synthesis and Toxin 

Complex Formation by Arginine and Glucose in Clostridium botulinum ATCC 3502. Appl 

Environ Microbiol. 2017;83(13):e00642-17. Published 2017 Jun 16. doi:10.1128/AEM.00642-

17   
4 Oh JH, Lin XB, Zhang S, et al. Prophages in Lactobacillus reuteri Are Associated with Fitness 

Trade-Offs but Can Increase Competitiveness in the Gut Ecosystem. Appl Environ Microbiol. 

2019;86(1):e01922-19. Published 2019 Dec 13. doi:10.1128/AEM.01922-19   

mailto:cwkaspar@wisc.edu


 Experimenters mated monkeys, force-fed them whipping cream contaminated with 

Listeria that caused death in some fetuses, repeatedly took their blood, cut them open and 

took the dead fetuses and some tissue from the mothers, and dissected the fetuses.5,6 

 Experimenters injected mice with botulinum bacteria.7,8 

 

Animal testing does not help to advance human health. It is no secret that 95% of new 

medications found to be safe and effective in animals fail in human clinical trials.9 Also, more 

than 90% of results from basic scientific research—much involving animal testing—fails to lead 

to treatments for humans.10 Further, up to 89% of all preclinical research, a large part of which 

involves animal testing, could not even be reproduced from one laboratory to the next,11 

indicating that the data from animal testing is not reliable. (For more details, please see PETA’s 

Research Modernization Deal,12,13 which has received support from numerous medical experts 

like the National Medical Association, the National Hispanic Medical Association, and others.14) 

 

Advanced in vitro and computational models are widely used for researching the safety and 

mechanisms of the effect of foods and other substances on human health. There is no law that 

requires animal tests for curiosity-driven basic research. In fact, a trend of the exact opposite is 

happening. In September 2021, the European Parliament voted almost unanimously in favor of 

developing an action plan to end all experiments on animals,15 after discussions with PETA 

entities and reading our Research Modernization Deal. In August 2022, 1.4 million people across 

the European Union signed the “Save Cruelty Free Cosmetics” European citizens’ initiative, 
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which calls on the European Commission to phase out all animal testing.16 In December 2022, 

with PETA and many partner organizations’ efforts, the U.S. FDA Modernization Act 2.0 was 

approved, eliminating the decades-old animal testing requirements for new drugs and biologics 

before human trials.17 

 

Due to the ethical concerns with using animals for testing, the readily available animal-free 

research methods, consumers’ increasing awareness and hence avoidance of products associated 

with animal testing, there has been a major shift in the global food and beverage industry away 

from animal testing. More than 170 food and beverage companies have banned animal testing 

that are not explicitly required by law after discussions with PETA, and 56 of them used to 

conduct, fund, or commission tests on animals.18 Among these companies, Kikkoman is also one 

of FRI’s corporate sponsors. After hearing from PETA, Kikkoman has agreed to request that its 

funds to the FRI now be directed toward educational programs, special meetings, and 

administrative expenses—instead of cruel, pointless tests on animals.19  

 

We ask that FRI please join Kikkoman and the larger food industry’s shift toward human-

relevant research by no longer conducting and funding tests on animals that are not explicitly 

required by law. Thank you for your consideration, and I look forward to your response.  

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 
Frances Cheng, Ph.D.  

Chief Scientist, International Laboratory Methods 

Laboratory Investigations Department 
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