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Last year, more than 100 Navy veterans joined PETA in writing to top Navy brass urging the 

military branch to sink these wasteful and irrelevant tests on animals.18 Based on the 

information we have presented, we urge you to ban the Navy’s decompression 

sickness/illness and oxygen toxicity experiments on animals. 

 

The Army’s Weapon-Wounding Tests on Animals 

In 2020, the New York Post reported that the U.S. Army Medical Research & Development 

Command (USAMRDC) quietly overturned decades of precedent by issuing Policy 84,19,20 

which explicitly permits the use of dogs, cats, monkeys, and marine animals "to inflict wounds 

upon using a weapon."21 Until recently, Policy 84 appeared in question 41 on the USAMRDC’s 

frequently asked questions website (see archived version in footnote).22 Yet apparently, in 

December 2024, USAMRDC removed any mention of Policy 84 from this website (see current 

version in footnote),23 while still keeping language in question 41 that permits animal testing 

"protocols that involve wounding with a weapon." In response to PETA’s Freedom of 

Information Act request for documents on weapon-wounding tests on animals, the Army during 

the Biden administration confirmed at least one such test protocol but claimed this is "classified 

… in the interest of national defense or foreign policy."24 Additionally, in 2023, according to one 

former intelligence official and a current U.S. official at that time, DOD had reportedly recently 

tested pulsed radio frequency sources (a type of directed energy weapon) on primates to try to 

determine whether their effects could be linked to what the government calls “anomalous health 

incidents,” associated with Havana Syndrome.25   

 

There has already been recent bipartisan interest from Congress in banning DOD’s funding of 

such weapon-wounding tests on animals.26 Additionally, last year, more than 250 Army veterans 

 
18Letter from Swaminathan S. to the Secretary of Defense Austin LJ III and the Secretary of the Navy Del Toro C. 

regarding animal testing funded by the U.S. Navy. April 9, 2024. Accessed May 29, 2025. https://www.peta.org/wp-

content/uploads/2024/04/2024-04-09-letter-to-sec-navy-sec-def-re-nmrc-dcs-dci.pdf.  
19Doombos C. Army secretly allows shooting dogs, cats for research. September 30, 2022. The New York Post.  

Accessed May 29, 2025. https://nypost.com/2022/09/30/army-secretly-allows-shooting-dogs-cats-for-research/.  
20Doombos C. Like cats and dogs: PETA, Army in battle over animal wounding research. November 25, 2022. New  

York Post. Accessed May 29, 2025. https://nypost.com/2022/10/10/like-cats-and-dogs-peta-army-in-battle-over-

animal-wounding-research/.  
21PETA. USAMRDC Policy 84, Animal Research and Medical Training Involving Wounding. February 13, 2020. 

Accessed May 29, 2025. https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/MRDC-Policy-84-Wounding.pdf.    
22Wayback Machine. USAMRDC ACURO Submission FAQ (archived November 28, 2024). Accessed May 29,  

2025. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20241128172315/https:/mrdc health.mil/index.cfm/collaborate/research protections/acu

ro/submission faq.  
23USAMRDC. ACURO Submission FAQs. February 6, 2025. Accessed April 23, 2025.  

https://mrdc.health.mil/index.cfm/collaborate/research protections/acuro/submission faq.   
24Letter from Harris AM to Flaugher K. Response letter to FOIA request. May 2, 2022, Accessed April 10, 2025.  

https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/2022-07-15-denied.pdf.  
25Seligman L. March 9, 2023. The Pentagon is funding experiments on animals to recreate ‘Havana Syndrome’. 

Politico. Accessed May 29, 2025. https://www.politico.com/news/2023/03/09/pentagon-funding-experiments-

animals-havana-syndrome-0008639.  
26U.S. House of Representatives. June 20, 2024. Amendment to Rules Committee Print 118–: None of the funds 

made available by this Act may be used to purposefully wound dogs, cats, primates, or marine mammals for 

research purposes [Amendment offered by Mr. Buchanan of Florida; Submitted for consideration as part of the 
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joined PETA in writing to top leadership of that military branch urging them to ban such cruel 

and unreliable tests that use weapons to wound dogs, cats, marine animals, and primates, and to 

no longer permit the wounding of any animals with weapons for medical research.27 

  

Notably, there have been precedents for the Army ending abusive and wasteful weapon-

wounding tests on animals. For example, in 2023, after hearing from PETA, the U.S. Army 

ended its brain-damaging weapon-wounding experiment on ferrets more than six months ahead 

of schedule, sparing these animals from being bombarded with radio waves in attempts to study 

Havana syndrome in humans.28,29 The cruel test had been conducted at Wayne State University 

in Michigan and bankrolled with $750,000 in Army funding.30,31   

 

Based on this information, we urge you to rescind USAMRDC’s Policy 84, and also ban the 

use of dogs, cats, nonhuman primates, marine animals, and other animals in weapon-

wounding tests currently permitted by the Army.    

 

DOD Funding of Animal Testing at Foreign Institutions  

 

The Animal Care and Use Review Office (ACURO), the Defense Health Agency (DHA) 

component review office, currently reviews and approves animal testing protocols supported by 

DOD, including those conducted at foreign institutions using DOD funds—as governed by its 

"ACURO Policy on Work Conducted in Foreign Countries."32 

 

Given your commitment to "strengthening the military by cutting fiscal fraud, waste, and 

abuse at DOD while also finding ways to refocus the department's budget,"33 we urge you 

to continue taking actions aligned with that vision—including by prohibiting DOD funds 

from going to fund foreign institutions.  

 
Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2025 (H.R. 8774)]. Accessed May 29, 2025. https://amendments-

rules.house.gov/amendments/BUCHAN 114 xml240620093338048.pdf.  
27Letter from Wiśniewska M. to the Secretary of the Army Wormuth CE. Regarding weapons wounding tests on 

animals. November 11, 2024. Accessed May 29, 2025. https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/2024-11-

14-letter-to-sec-army-w-army-vets-to-ban-weapons-wounding-on-animals.pdf. 
28Ward A. and Berg M. November 16, 2023. Why bin Laden’s letter went viral on TikTok. Politico. Please see the 

section titled DOD Cancels ‘Havana Syndrome’ Grant. Accessed May 29, 2025. 

https://www.politico.com/newsletters/national-security-daily/2023/11/16/why-bin-ladens-letter-went-viral-on-

tiktok-00127618.  
29People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals. November 16, 2023. Army ends cruel brain-damaging tests on ferrets 

at Wayne State University. PETA. Accessed May 29, 2025. https://support.peta.org/page/49917/action/1?locale=en-

US.  
30Seligman. March 9, 2023. Politico.  
31Seligman, L. March 13, 2023. PETA urges Pentagon to stop ‘disturbing’ radiation tests on ferrets, monkeys. 

Politico. Accessed May 29, 2025. https://www.politico.com/news/2023/03/13/peta-urges-pentagon-to-stop-

disturbing-radiation-tests-on-ferrets-monkeys-00086661.  
32U.S. Army Medical Research and Development Command. (n.d.). ACURO policy on work conducted in foreign 

countries. Accessed May 29, 2025. 

https://mrdc.health.mil/assets/docs/orp/acuro/ACURO policy on work in foreign countries final.pdf.  
33Olay M. 2025, February 20. Hegseth addresses strengthening military by cutting excess, 

refocusing DoD budget. U.S. Department of Defense. Accessed April 9, 2025. 

https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/article/4072698/hegseth-addresses-

strengthening-military-by-cutting-excess-refocusing-dod-budget/  
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• The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) announced on the same day, April 10, 

2025, that it is "wholly committed to getting the agency back on track to eliminating 

animal testing," referencing the agency’s prior commitment "to reducing testing on 

mammals by 30% by 2025 and to eliminate it completely by 2035."40 

• The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a major new initiative on April 29, 

2025, "to expand innovative, human-based science while reducing animal use in 

research."41 

 

A Call for Collaboration Toward Better DOD Medical Research and Less Waste 

 

PETA’s scientific team is eager to collaborate with DOD to identify validated, non-animal 

technologies—such as high-fidelity human-patient simulators, advanced computational models, 

and human tissue-based platforms—that deliver high-quality data at lower cost and save animals’ 

lives across the board. By emulating forward-thinking reforms recently adopted under the Trump 

administration by NIH, FDA, EPA, and most recently the Navy, the DOD can enhance care for 

our troops, prevent needless animal suffering, and demonstrate responsible stewardship of 

taxpayer dollars. 

 

You can contact me at MaggieW@peta.org. Thank you for considering this important issue, and 

we look forward to your response.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Maggie Wiśniewska, Ph.D. 

Science Policy Advisor - International Laboratory Methods Division 

Laboratory Investigations Department  

 

cc: Kelly Bulliner Ross 

Executive Secretary 

Immediate Office of the Secretary of Defense 

(ExecSecMA2@sd.mil; kellybholly@yahoo.com)    

 
40The Washington Times. Zeldin to pursue new ban on animal testing at EPA. April 10, 2025.  

https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2025/apr/10/epa-chief-lee-zeldin-eyes-ban-animal-testing/   
41NIH. NIH to prioritize human-based research technologies. April 29, 2025. https://www.nih.gov/news-

events/news-releases/nih-prioritize-human-based-research-technologies  

mailto:MaggieW@peta.org
mailto:ExecSecMA2@sd.mil
mailto:kellybholly@yahoo.com
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2025/apr/10/epa-chief-lee-zeldin-eyes-ban-animal-testing/
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-prioritize-human-based-research-technologies
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-prioritize-human-based-research-technologies


mailto:sara.grove@navy.mil
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/washington-secrets/3423973/trump-cheered-best-friend-of-animals-after-research-grants-nixed/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/news/washington-secrets/3423973/trump-cheered-best-friend-of-animals-after-research-grants-nixed/
https://x.com/SECNAV/status/1927500765817393569?s=19
https://support.peta.org/page/43766/action/1?locale=en-US


https://www.foxnews.com/us/peta-claims-victory-navy-ending-gruesome-testing-sheep
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-06-08-letter-to-usn-re-dcs-tests.pdf
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/2022-06-08-letter-to-usn-re-dcs-tests.pdf
https://support.peta.org/page/43766/action/1?locale=en-US
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/nmrc-records.pdf
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-05-16-letter-to-new-sec-def-re-ending-viv.pdf
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/2025-05-16-letter-to-new-sec-def-re-ending-viv.pdf
https://www.usaspending.gov/award/ASST_NON_N000142212749_1700


https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2022-07-20-letter-to-duke-re-navy-decompression-viv.pdf
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2022-07-20-letter-to-duke-re-navy-decompression-viv.pdf
https://www.usaspending.gov/award/ASST_NON_N000142212818_1700
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2023-07-20-letter-to-u-of-md-re-navy-decompression-viv.pdf
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2023-07-20-letter-to-u-of-md-re-navy-decompression-viv.pdf
https://www.usaspending.gov/award/ASST_NON_N000142312543_1700
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2022-07-20-letter-to-ucsd-re-navy-decompression-viv.pdf
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2022-07-20-letter-to-ucsd-re-navy-decompression-viv.pdf


https://www.usaspending.gov/award/ASST_NON_N000142312717_1700
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2022-07-20-letter-to-usf-re-navy-decompression-viv.pdf
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/2022-07-20-letter-to-usf-re-navy-decompression-viv.pdf


https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-04-09-letter-to-sec-navy-sec-def-re-nmrc-dcs-dci.pdf
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/2024-04-09-letter-to-sec-navy-sec-def-re-nmrc-dcs-dci.pdf
https://mrdc.health.mil/assets/docs/orp/acuro/ACURO_policy_on_work_in_foreign_countries_final.pdf
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/article/4072698/hegseth-addresses-strengthening-military-by-cutting-excess-refocusing-dod-budget/
https://www.defense.gov/News/News-Stories/Article/article/4072698/hegseth-addresses-strengthening-military-by-cutting-excess-refocusing-dod-budget/
https://dtic.dimensions.ai/details/grant/grant.14526254


https://dtic.dimensions.ai/details/grant/grant.13201184
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Research-Modernization-NOW-Biomedical.pdf
https://www.peta.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/Research-Modernization-NOW-Biomedical.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-announces-plan-phase-out-animal-testing-requirement-monoclonal-antibodies-and-other-drugs
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-announces-plan-phase-out-animal-testing-requirement-monoclonal-antibodies-and-other-drugs
https://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2025/apr/10/epa-chief-lee-zeldin-eyes-ban-animal-testing/


• The National Institutes of Health (NIH) announced a major new initiative on April 29, 

2025, "to expand innovative, human-based science while reducing animal use in 

research."25 

 

A Call for Collaboration Toward Better Navy Medical Research and Less Waste 

 

PETA’s scientific team is eager to collaborate with the Navy to identify validated, non-animal 

technologies—such as high-fidelity human-patient simulators, advanced computational models, 

and human tissue-based platforms—that deliver high-quality data at lower cost and save animals’ 

lives across the board. By emulating forward-thinking reforms recently adopted under the Trump 

administration by NIH, FDA, EPA, and most recently the DOD, and the Navy can enhance care 

for our troops, prevent needless animal suffering, and demonstrate responsible stewardship of 

taxpayer dollars. 

 

You can contact me at MaggieW@peta.org. Thank you for considering this important issue, and 

we look forward to your response.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
Maggie Wiśniewska, Ph.D. 

Science Policy Advisor - International Laboratory Methods Division 

Laboratory Investigations Department  

 

 
25NIH. NIH to prioritize human-based research technologies. April 29, 2025. https://www.nih.gov/news-

events/news-releases/nih-prioritize-human-based-research-technologies  
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