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CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES
OF WILD FAUNAAND FLORA

Seventy-eighth meeting of the Standing Committee
Geneva (Switzerland), 3-8 February 2025

Compliance

Resolution Conf. 17.7 (Rev. CoP19) on Review of trade in specimens reported as produced in captivity

IMPLEMENTATION OF RESOLUTION CONF. 17.7 (REV. COP19)

This document has been prepared by the Secretariat, following consultation with the Members of the Animals
Committee through its Chair.

Resolution Conf. 17.7 (Rev. CoP19) on Review of trade in animal specimens reported as produced in
captivity concerns trade in specimens traded under source codes C, D, F or R, as defined in paragraph 3 r)
of Resolution Conf. 12.3 (Rev. CoP19) on Permits and certificates. The Animals Committee, together with
the Standing Committee and in cooperation with the Secretariat, is directed to play a key role in the
implementation of Resolution Conf. 17.7 (Rev. CoP19).

This document reports on the implementation of Resolution Conf. 17.7 (Rev. CoP19) and is structured in two
sections, as follows:

— Section 1 provides an update on the progress since the last overview of cases subject to review under
Resolution Conf. 17.7 (Rev. CoP19) was presented at the 77th meeting of the Standing Committee
(SC77; Geneva, November 2023) in document SC77 Doc. 36.

— Section 2 contains actions taken by Parties to implement recommendations made by the Animals
Committee and the Standing Committee to ensure compliance with the obligations of Article Il and IV
and Atrticle VII, paragraph 4 and 5 of the Convention.

Section 1 — Overview

4.

The Secretariat last produced a record of the status of the species/country combinations included in the
Review of trade in animal specimens reported as produced in captivity as outlined in paragraph 3 b) of the
Resolution, following the second iteration of the Resolution at the 33rd meeting of the Animals Committee
(AC33; Geneva, July 2024; see document AC33 Doc. 15.1). The summary record AC33 SR contains the
recommendations of the Animals Committee on the cases considered at AC33.

Outcome of the 77th meeting of the Standing Committee (SC77, Geneva, November 2023)

5.

At SC77, the Standing Committee considered document SC77 Doc. 36 in which the Secretariat reported on
actions taken by Parties to implement recommendations made by the Animals Committee and Standing
Committee in order to ensure compliance with the obligations of Article Il and IV and Article VII, paragraph
4 and 5 of the Convention, for the 11 cases that were retained in the review of trade in animals specimens
reported as produced in captivity following the 74th and 75th meetings of the Standing committee (SC74,
Lyon, March 2022 and SC75; Panama, November 2022). Additionally, at its 32nd meeting (AC32; Geneva,
June 2023), the Animals Committee identified 21 species/country combinations for review, using the criteria
specified in paragraph 2 a) of Resolution Conf. 17.7 (Rev. CoP19).

SC78 Doc. 35.1 —p. 1



6.

The Secretariat wrote to all Parties concerned on 19 December 2023 to inform them of the outcomes of the
discussions that took place at SC77. For those retained in the review, the Secretariat requested updates by
1 March 2024 so that the matter could be considered at AC33.

Outcome of the 33rd meeting of the Animals Committee (AC33; Geneva, July 2024)

7.

8.

10.

The Animals Committee considered documents AC33 Doc. 15.1 and AC33 Doc.15.2 and agreed to remove
the following species/country combinations from the review (see summary record AC33 SR, agenda item
15):

Batagur borneoensis / United States of America

e  Cheilinus undulatus / Indonesia

e  Chlamydotis undulata / Morocco

e  Ctenosaura quinquecarinata / Nicaragua

e  Ctenosaura similis | Nicaragua

e  Gecko gecko / Indonesia

e  Hirudo medicinalis | Azerbaijan

e  Kinyongia boehmei [ Kenya

e  Macaca fascicularis / Indonesia

e  Nectophrynoides asperginis / United States of America

e  Varanus exanthematicus / Ghana
The Committee also agreed to retain the following species/country combinations in the review:

e Agalychnis callidryas / Nicaragua

e Chlamydotis macqueenii / Kazakhstan

o  Dendrobatus auratus / Nicaragua

e  Macaca fascicularis / Cambodia

e  Macaca fascicularis / Philippines

e  Macaca fascicularis / Viet Nam

e  Oophaga pumilio / Nicaragua

e  Testudo graeca / Jordan

e Testudo horsfieldii / Uzbekistan

e  Testudo kleinmanni | Egypt

e  Testudo kleinmanni !/ Syrian Arab Republic
In accordance with paragraph 1 j) of Resolution Conf. 17.7 (Rev. CoP19), for those species/country
combinations where trade is not considered to be in compliance with Article 11l and IV of the Convention, as
well as Article VII, paragraphs 4 and 5, the Animals Committee, in consultation with the Secretariat,
formulated draft recommendations directed to the relevant country which are time-bound, feasible,
measurable, proportionate, transparent, and aimed at ensuring long-term compliance which, where

appropriate, aim to promote capacity-building and enhance the ability of the country to implement relevant
provisions of the Convention. These recommendations can be found in the AC33 Summary Record

The Secretariat wrote to all Parties concerned on 12 August 2024 to inform them of the outcomes of the
discussions that took place at AC33. For those retained in the review, the Secretariat requested updates by
30 September 2024 so that the matter could be considered at SC78. In Section 2 of the present document,
the Secretariat reports on actions taken by Parties to implement recommendations by the Animals
Committee and the Standing Committee.
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11.

12.

13.

The Animals Committee agreed to propose to the Conference of the Parties the following amendment to
paragraph 2 h) of Resolution Conf. 17.7 (Rev. CoP19) on Review of trade in specimens reported as produced
in captivity: (new text is underlined)

The Secretariat shall also commission, if requested by the Animals Committee, a short review of the
species concerned, in consultation with relevant countries and specialists, to compile and summarise
known information relating to the breeding biology and captive husbandry, as well as on the
conservation status and threats to the species in the respective countries of origin of the founder stock
to facilitate an assessment of any impacts, if relevant, of removal of founder stock from the wild.

At AC33, the Animals Committee also agreed to submit the following draft decision to the Standing
Committee for consideration at its 78th meeting.

Directed to the Secretariat

20.AA Subject to external funding and available Secretariat resources, the Secretariat shall develop, test
and maintain a Captive Breeding tracking and management database as an essential tool for the
effective implementation and transparency of the process under Resolution Conf. 17.7
(Rev. CoP19) on Review of animal specimens reported as produced in captivity.

Details of the 44 cases of species/country combinations that have been selected for the review of trade in
animal specimens reported as produced in captivity during the two iterations to date are presented in tables
in Annex 1 [Table 1 — Species selected by the Animals Committee for the review at AC29 (post CoP17) and
Table 2 — Species selected by the Animals Committee for the review at AC32 (post CoP19)], arranged
alphabetically by taxon. A table of the 14 current ongoing cases, arranged alphabetically by Party, is
presented in Annex 2 to this document.

Section 2 — Implementation of the recommendations from the Animals Committee

14.

15.

16.

17.

In this section, the Secretariat reports on actions taken by Parties to implement recommendations made by
the Animals Committee and Standing Committee in order to ensure compliance with the obligations of Article
Il and VI as well as Article VII, paragraph 4 and 5 of the Convention, for the 14 cases that were retained in
the review of trade in animals specimens reported as produced in captivity following SC74, SC75 and SC77.

Concerning three of these cases, which were retained in the review from the first iteration of Resolution
Conf. 17.7 (Rev. CoP18) in July 2017, the Secretariat wrote to Benin, Mali and Togo on 27 August 2024
concerning trade in Centrochelys sulcata inviting them to provide an update by 30 September 2024 so that
these cases can be considered at SC78. At the time of writing, no response or new information had been
received from Benin, Mali or Togo. The Standing Committee may wish to urge these Parties to provide a
response to the Secretariat by 31 July 2025 so that the matter can be considered at SC79, noting that failure
to provide a response may potentially result in a recommendation to suspend trade in Centrochelys sulicata
at SC79.

For the remaining 11 cases that were selected at AC32 ahead of SC78, in accordance with paragraph 2 o)
of Resolution Conf. 17.7 (Rev. CoP19) on Review of trade in animal specimens reported as produced in
captivity, the Members of the Animals Committee were invited to provide their comments on the
implementation of the Resolution to inform the review by the Standing Committee at the present meeting.
The comments of the Members of the Animals Committee have been taken into consideration in the
Secretariat's assessment and recommendations. The details of the Animals Committee’s comments are
presented in Annex 4.

The tables in Annex 3 contain the following information for the 11 species/country combinations to be
reviewed by SC78 that were selected at AC32, arranged in alphabetical order by species:

Heading Species / country combination concerned

Column 1 Recommendations from AC32 (where AC33 recommended asking the same

guestions again, those questions are included as a note')

Column 2 = Summary of response from the Party concerned

1

See Annex of document AC30 Doc. 13.1 for details of questions.
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Column 3 = Assessment and recommendation of Secretariat, following consultation with the
Animals Committee

Responses from Parties

18.

19.

At the time of writing, the Secretariat received responses from Cambodia, Egypt, Jordan, Nicaragua, the
Philippines, the Syrian Arab Republic, Uzbekistan and Viet Nam. A summary of the responses received from
Parties are provided in the tables in Annex 3, while more comprehensive responses can be found in Annexes
5a to 5f to the present document, in the language and format received.

Concerning Macaca fascicularis /| Cambodia, the United States of America reached out to the Secretariat
and the Chair of the Animals Committee, and shared information on investigations conducted by authorities
in the United States of America regarding Macaca fascicularis exported from Cambodia (also see document
SC78 Doc. 38.1, paragraphs 10-11), including an analysis of the possible production rates from the captive-
breeding facilities, based on the information it had previously obtained from Cambodia. The information was
made available to the Members of the Animals Committee for consideration in their deliberations and to
Cambodia.

Conclusions of the Secretariat on implementation of recommendations

20.

21.

Based on the information available, the Secretariat recommends that the Standing Committee recommend
that all Parties suspend trade in the following species/country combination:

e  Macaca fascicularis / Cambodia

The Secretariat recommends that the following species/country combinations be retained in the review until
such time as they address the recommendations of the Standing Committee as contained in paragraph 25
below:

e Agalychnis callidryas / Nicaragua
e  Centrochelys sulcata / Benin

e  Centrochelys sulcata / Mali

e  Centrochelys sulcata / Togo

e Chlamydotis macqueenii / Kazakhstan
e  Dendrobatus auratus / Nicaragua
e  Macaca fascicularis / Philippines
e  Macaca fascicularis / Viet Nam

e Oophaga pumilio / Nicaragua

e  Testudo graeca / Jordan

e Testudo horsfieldii | Uzbekistan

e Testudo kieinmanni/ Egypt

e  Testudo kleinmanni !/ Syrian Arab Republic

Other matters referred from SC77

22.

23.

Concerning Macaca fascicularis from Viet Nam, the Animals Committee agreed to raise concerns to the
Standing Committee in relation to the inspection process and the source of the information used in the
response from Viet Nam. Concerning Testudo kleinmanni from Egypt, the Animals Committee agreed to
inform the Standing Committee of the fact that none of the breeding facilities in Egypt have been registered
in compliance with Resolution Conf. 12.10 (Rev. CoP15) on Registration of operations that breed Appendix-
| animal species in captivity for commercial purposes.

At SC77, the Standing Committee requested the Secretariat to develop guidance for situations where the
founding stock was acquired before the species was listed on CITES or before the Party concerned joined
the Convention and report to SC78. The Secretariat's guidance on this issue can be found in document
SC78 Doc. 47 on Legal acquisition findings.
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24. As requested by the Standing Committee at SC77, the Secretariat is reaching out to the Parties in Table 7
of Annex 2 to document SC77 Doc. 36 to inquire about the source codes used and any reporting
inconsistencies and will report orally to the present meeting on any issues that arise.

Recommendations

25. The Standing Committee is invited to:

a)

note the status of implementation of the cases selected for the two iterations of the review under
Resolution 17.7 (Rev. CoP19) and the list of 14 current ongoing cases provided in Annexes 1 and 2
respectively;

concerning Centrochelys sulcata from Benin, Mali and Togo, urge Benin, Mali and Togo to provide a
response to the Secretariat by 31 July 2025 so that the matter can be considered at SC79, noting that
failure to provide a response may potentially result in a recommendation to suspend trade in
Centrochelys sulcata at SC79;

concerning Agalychnis callidryas from Nicaragua:

i) retain Agalychnis callidryas from Nicaragua in the review, until it provides:

A. further clarifications on when the prohibition on taking this species from the wild came into
force; when the three registered facilities were established; whether there are additional
captive-breeding facilities that do not export and how they sourced their founder stock; and

B. information on the current stock, production and mortality rates; and

i) encourage Nicaragua to provide a response to the Secretariat by 30 January 2026 so that the
matter can be considered at AC34;

concerning Chlamydotis macqueenii from Kazakhstan:

i) retain Chlamydotis macqueenii from Kazakhstan in the review, until it responds to the Animals
Committee’s questions; and

i) encourage Kazakhstan to provide a response to the Secretariat by 30 January 2026 so that the
matter can be considered at AC34;

concerning Dendrobatus auratus from Nicaragua:
i) retain Dendrobates auratus from Nicaragua in the review, until it provides:
A. further clarifications on when the prohibition on taking this species from the wild came into
force; when the three registered facilities were established; whether there are additional
captive-breeding facilities that do not export and how they sourced their founder stock; and

B. information on the current stock, production and mortality rates; and

i) encourage Nicaragua to provide a response to the Secretariat by 30 January 2026 so that the
matter can be considered at AC34;

concerning Macaca fascicularis from Cambodia:

i) recommend that all Parties suspend trade in specimens of Macaca fascicularis from Cambodia
until such time as it:

A. provides clarification on how breeding stocks are replaced and if they are experiencing a
reduction in reproductive output when breeding with F1 and subsequent generations;

B. provides information to address the main observations that productivity in 5 of the 6 registered
facilities is disproportionately high relative to what is considered as biologically possible; and
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)

C. indicates what measures have been implemented to ensure that laundering of wild specimens
does not occur through any of the facilities;

i) encourage Cambodia to implement proper logbook keeping, including all births and deaths as well
as relations (pedigree), and preferably combined with genetic parenthood tests, where appropriate,
in order to monitor reproduction rates and to identify cases of potential incorrect application of
source code C; and

iii) encourage Cambodia to provide a response to the Secretariat by 30 January 2026 so that the
matter can be considered at AC34;

concerning Macaca fascicularis from the Philippines:

i) retain Macaca fascicularis from the Philippines in the review, until it clarifies whether:
A. the collection quota of 8,000 wild individuals is a one-off or an annual quota;
B. the collection is done under a wildlife permit; and

C. how it has been determined that these offtakes are not detrimental to the survival of the species
in the wild; and

i) encourage the Philippines to provide a response to the Secretariat by 30 January 2026 so that the
matter can be considered at AC34;

concerning Macaca fascicularis from Viet Nam:
i) retain Macaca fascicularis from Viet Nam in the review, until it provides clarification on the following:

Regarding satellite farms (additional domestic breeding facilities that supply stocks to the four
facilities that export M. fascicularis):

A. the number of additional domestic breeding facilities (satellite farms) in Viet Nam apart from
the four that are specifically mentioned in the response to the questions posed by the Animals
Committee;

B. the capacity of these satellite farms in terms of volume of off-spring produced,

C. information relating to when they were established and if the founder stock were sourced from
the wild (if before 2006);

D. whether these satellite farms only breed to supply exporting facilities; and

E. whether these satellite farms are registered and inspected in the same manner as the four
facilities breeding for export and whether they follow the same rules (including logbook
keeping);

Regarding all facilities keeping and breeding M. fascicularis referred to by Viet Nam:

F. measures implemented to ensure that laundering of wild specimens does not occur through
any of the facilities; and

i) encourage Viet Nam to provide a response to the Secretariat by 30 January 2026 so that the matter
can be considered at AC34;

concerning Oophaga pumilio from Nicaragua:
i) retain Oophago pumilio from Nicaragua in the review, until it provides:
A. further clarifications on when the prohibition on taking this species from the wild came into

force; when the three registered facilities were established; whether there are additional
captive-breeding facilities that do not export and how they sourced their founder stock; and
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)

B. information on the current stock, production and mortality rates; and

i) encourage Nicaragua to provide a response to the Secretariat by 30 January 2026 so that the
matter can be considered at AC34;

concerning Testudo graeca from Jordan:
i) retain Testudo graeca from Jordan in the review, until it provides details of:
A. the current breeding stock and production rates, and
B. the shift in source codes and the ages and sizes of animals exported; and

i) encourage Jordan to provide a response to the Secretariat by 30 January 2026 so that the matter
can be considered at AC34;

concerning Testudo horsfieldii from Uzbekistan:
i) retain Testudo horsfieldii from Uzbekistan in the review, until it provides clarifications on:
A. the productivity of each breeding facility/nursery; and

B. the founder stock of each facility, including when each one was established and what
supplementation from the wild has occurred; and

i) encourage Uzbekistan to:
A. consider paragraph 21 in Resolution Conf. 14.7 (Rev. CoP15) on Management of nationally
established export quotas that provides guidance on Quotas not fully utilized in a particular

year; and

B. provide aresponse to the Secretariat by 30 January 2026 so that the matter can be considered
at AC34;

concerning Testudo kleinmanni from Egypt:

i) retain Testudo kleinmanni from Egypt in the review, until further clarifications on the non-detriment
finding for the establishment of the founder stock are provided;

i) request the Secretariat to publish a zero-quota for trade in T. kleinmanni for commercial purposes
(all source codes);

i) request Egypt to register its breeding facilities for T. kleinmanni if it intends to export this Appendix-
| species for commercial purposes; and

iv) encourage Egypt to provide a response to the Secretariat by 30 January 2026 so that the matter
can be considered at AC34;

concerning Testudo kieinmanni from the Syrian Arab Republic,

i) retain Testudo kleinmanni from the Syrian Arab Republic in the review, until it provides clarification
on:

A. the identification of the species (Testudo kleinmanni or Testudo graeca, the latter of which is
native to the Syrian Arab Republic);

B. the founder stock (information relating to legal acquisition and non-detriment findings, if it is
confirmed to be Testudo kleinmanni);

C. supplementation from the wild, if applicable; and

D. annual production and retention rates;
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i) request the Syrian Arab Republic to register its breeding facilities for T. kleinmanni if it intends to
export this Appendix-I species for commercial purposes; and

iii) encourage the Syrian Arab Republic to provide a response to the Secretariat by 30 January 2026
so that the matter can be considered at AC34;

n) review and agree to submit the Animals Committee’s proposed amendment to paragraph 2 h) of
Resolution Conf. 17.7 (Rev. CoP19) on Review of trade in specimens reported as produced in captivity
as outlined in paragraph 11 to CoP20 (also shown below for convenience):

The Secretariat shall also commission, if requested by the Animals Committee, a short review of the
species concerned, in consultation with relevant countries and specialists, to compile and summarise
known information relating to the breeding biology and captive husbandry, as well as on the
conservation status and threats to the species in the respective countries of origin of the founder stock
to facilitate an assessment of any impacts, if relevant, of removal of founder stock from the wild.

0) review and agree to submit the draft decision in paragraph 12 to CoP20 (also shown below for
convenience):

Directed to the Secretariat
20.AA Subject to external funding and available Secretariat resources, the Secretariat shall develop, test
and maintain a Captive Breeding tracking and management database as an essential tool for the

effective implementation and transparency of the process under Resolution Conf. 17.7
(Rev. CoP19) on Review of animal specimens reported as produced in captivity.
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Annex 1

PROGRESS IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE

REVIEW OF TRADE IN ANIMAL SPECIMENS REPORTED AS PRODUCED IN CAPTIVITY

Key: AC = Animals Committee; SC = Standing Committee

alphabetical order by species.

Table 1: Species selected by the Animals Committee for the review at AC29 (post CoP17) arranged in

Taxon selected

Reference document(s)

Status of review

Agalychnis callidryas

AC30 Com. 7. (Rev)
AC30 Summary Record

Removed for Nicaragua at AC30.

Cacatua alba SC77 Doc. 36 Removed for Indonesia at SC77.
SC77 Summary Record
Centrochelys sulcata SC77 Doc. 36 Ongoing for Benin, Mali and Togo.

SC77 Summary Record

Removed for Guinea and Sudan at SC77.
Removed for Ghana following SC77 with the
publication of a maximum size limit of 15cm
straight carapace length with its export quota.

Geochelone elegans SC77 Doc. 36 Removed for Jordan at SC77.
SC77 Summary Record
Hippocampus comes SC77 Doc. 36 Removed for Viet Nam at SC77.

SC77 Summary Record

Lorius lorus

AC30 Com. 7 (Rev)
AC30 Summary Record

Removed for South Africa at AC30.

Macaca fascicularis

AC30 Com. 7 (Rev)
AC30 Summary Record

Removed for Cambodia at AC30.

Oophaga pumilio SC74 Doc. 55 Removed for Nicaragua and Panama at SC74.
SC74 Summary Record
Omithoptera croesus SC74 Doc. 55 Removed for Indonesia at SC74.

SC74 Summary Record

Ptyas mucosus

AC30 Com. 7 (Rev)
AC30 Summary Record

Removed for Indonesia at AC30.

Testudo hermanni

SC77 Doc. 36
SC77 Summary Record

Removed for North Macedonia at SC77.

Trachyphyllia geoffroyi

AC30 Com. 7 (Rev)
AC30 Summary Record

Removed for Indonesia at AC30.

Tridacna crocea

AC30 Com. 7 (Rev)
AC30 Summary Record

Removed for Micronesia (Federated States of) at
AC30.

Varanus exanthematicus

SC77 Doc. 36

SC77 Summary Record
AC30 Com. 7 (Rev)
AC30 Summary Record

Removed for Ghana at AC33.
Removed for Togo at AC30.

Varanus timorensis SC74 Doc. 55 Removed for Indonesia at SC74.
SC74 Summary Record
Vuipes zerda SC77 Doc. 36 Removed for Sudan at SC77.

SC77 Summary Record
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Table 2: Species selected by the Animals Committee for the review at AC32 (post CoP19) arranged in
alphabetical order by species.

Taxon selected

Reference document(s)

Status of review

Agalychnis callidryas AC32 Doc. 15.1 Ongoing for Nicaragua
AC32 SR See document AC33 Doc. 15.2
Batagur borneoensis AC32 Doc. 15.1 Removed for the United States of
AC32 SR America at AC33

AC33 Doc 15.2

Cheilinus undulatus

AC32 Doc. 15.1
AC32 SR
AC33 Doc 15.2

Removed for Indonesia at AC33

Chlamydotis macqueenii AC32 Doc. 15.1 Ongoing for Kazakhstan
AC32 SR See document AC33 Doc. 15.2
Chlamydotis undulata AC32 Doc. 15.1 Removed for Morocco at AC33
AC32 SR

AC33 Doc. 15.2

Ctenosaura quinquecarinata

AC32 Doc. 15.1
AC32 SR
AC33 Doc. 15.2

Removed for Nicaragua at AC33

Ctenosaura similis

AC32 Doc. 15.1
AC32 SR
AC33 Doc. 15.2

Removed for Nicaragua at AC33

Dendrobatus auratus

AC32 Doc. 15.1

Ongoing for Nicaragua

AC32 SR See document AC33 Doc. 15.2
Gecko gecko AC32 Doc. 15.1 Removed for Indonesia at AC33
AC32 SR

AC33 Doc. 15.2

Hirudo medicinalis

AC32 Doc. 15.1
AC32 SR
AC33 Doc. 15.2

Removed for Azerbaijan at AC33
See document AC33 Doc. 15.2

Kinyongia boehmei

AC32 Doc. 15.1
AC32 SR
AC33 Doc 15.2

Removed for Kenya at AC33

Macaca fascicularis

AC32 Doc. 15.1
AC32 SR
AC33 Doc. 15.2

Ongoing for Cambodia, Philippines and
Viet Nam

Removed for Indonesia at AC33

Nectophrynoides asperginis

AC32 Doc. 15.1
AC32 SR
AC33 Doc. 15.2

Removed for the United States of
America at AC33

Oophaga pUmI/IO AC32 Doc. 15.1 Ongoing for Nicaragua
AC32 SR See document AC33 Doc. 15.2
Testudo graeca AC32 Doc. 15.1 Ongoing for Jordan
AC32 SR See document AC33 Doc. 15.2
Testudo horsfieldii AC32 Doc. 15.1 Ongoing for Uzbekistan
AC32 SR See document AC33 Doc. 15.2
Testudo kleinmanni AC32 Doc. 15.1 Ongoing for Egypt and the Syrian Arab
AC32 SR

Republic
See document AC33 Doc. 15.2
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Annex 2

SPECIES/COUNTRY COMBINATIONS CURRENTLY
IN THE REVIEW OF TRADE IN ANIMAL SPECIMENS

REPORTED AS PRODUCED IN CAPTIVITY (AS OF NOVEMBER 2024)

Countries are arranged in alphabetical order, with the relevant species in the second column. The final column
indicates when the species/range States combination was last discussed.

\ Country Species Status / Comments
Benin Centrochelys sulcata Selected at AC29. Last reviewed at AC33.
Cambodia Macaca fascicularis Selected at AC32. Last reviewed at AC33. To
be reviewed at this meeting.
Egypt Testudo kleinmanni Selected at AC32. Last reviewed at AC33. To
be reviewed at this meeting.
Jordan Testudo graeca Selected at AC32. Last reviewed at AC33. To
be reviewed at this meeting.
Kazakhstan Chlamydotis macqueenii Selected at AC32. Last reviewed at AC33. To
be reviewed at this meeting.
Mali Centrochelys sulcata Selected at AC29. Last reviewed at AC33.
Nicaragua Dendrobatus auratus Selected at AC32. Last reviewed at AC33. To
be reviewed at this meeting.
Oophaga pumilio Selected at AC32. Last reviewed at AC33. To
be reviewed at this meeting.
Agalychnis callidryas Selected at AC32. Last reviewed at AC33. To
be reviewed at this meeting.
Philippines Macaca fascicularis Selected at AC32. Last reviewed at AC33. To

be reviewed at this meeting.

Syrian Arab Republic

Testudo kleinmanni

Selected at AC32. Last reviewed at AC33. To
be reviewed at this meeting.

Togo Centrochelys sulcata Selected at AC29. Last reviewed at AC33.

Uzbekistan Testudo horsfieldii Selected at AC32. Last reviewed at AC33. To
be reviewed at this meeting.

Viet Nam Macaca fascicularis Selected at AC32. Last reviewed at AC33. To

be reviewed at this meeting.
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SC78 Doc. 35.1
Annex 4

SUMMARY OF RESPONSES FROM THE ANIMALS COMMITTEE

The responses from Parties to the questions raised by the Animals Committee at its 33rd meeting in July 2024
were analyzed by the Members and alternate Members of the Animals Committee in December 2024. Detailed
comments and conclusions are provided for each case under review.

Concerning Macaca fascicularis from Cambodia (KH)

The generic information provided by Cambodia on the biology of long-tailed macaques (LTMs) in the
introductory chapter is generally plausible.

Concerning the high production rates, Cambodia outlined several measures to increase the reproduction
rate, which are possible in theory, however taken into account data from literature, as well as figures from
facilities in other countries in the region, an output of 3 offspring per two years and female seems
extremely high and can be deemed impossible on a regular basis. Considering the mentioned mean
gestation period of 165 days and weaning of 100-120 days and assuming that a female would get
pregnant immediately after weaning (which seems doubtful) a maximum of 2.5-2.8 birth per two years
(1.25-1.4 birth/year/female) would be possible by simple maths. However, this would not consider a
certain natural infant mortality and stillbirth. Furthermore, it seems extremely unlikely that such a high
reproduction rate will be reached regularly, if at all, and equally for all females in a breeding stock, noting
that there is no evidence from literature that drastically reducing the weaning to only 100-120 days would
actually decrease the interbirth intervals. The effect of reduction of weaning on interbirth intervals might
be proven by genetic parental tests.

Furthermore, forced weaning after 3.5 to 4 months is extremely early, not natural and may amongst
others lead to poor maternal care in adulthood and antisocial behaviour, which could negatively affect
the reproductive output of specimens separated early from their mothers. As mainly young females
(according to Cambodia between 4-10 years) are used as breeding females, because they have higher
reproduction rates, it is likely that breeding females will be replaced regularly. It is then questionable if
reproductive output can be kept as high, if breeding females are replaced with specimens produced
under the circumstances described (forced weaning etc.). The given figures rather suggest that some
regular supply of wild specimens was necessary (at least in the past) to maintain a high reproductive
output at least in some facilities. But KH might wish to clarify how breeding stocks are replaced and if
they are experiencing a reduction in reproductive output when breeding with F1 and subsequent
generations.

However, it has to be noted also that the ratio of birth/female/ year has decreased in all six facilities from
2021-2023 to levels that might be possible in theory according to what is known from literature.

It has to be further noted, that the supply of specimens taken from touristic sites needs to be also
considered as augmentation from the wild in accordance with Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19). In
case a facility would frequently add such specimens as described in the first reply by KH to AC33, source
code “F” should be used for these facilities.

An examination of the legal trade in Macaca fascicularis from Cambodia shows up the frequent mis-
match between trade reported by the exporter and the importer. The Animals Committee would like to
highlight to the Standing Committee that such discrepancies in reporting of trade makes it difficult for
Scientific Authorities and the Animals Committee to analyse trade data, so the guidelines for
Management Authorities to report trade may need to be tightened.

Overall, concerns remain that the high productivity rates cannot reflect a closed-cycle breeding operation
in five out of six facilities reported by Cambodia, according to analyses conducted by the United States
of America (National Fish and Wildlife Forensics Laboratory). The report shows that the reported
breeding output from five out of six of the captive-breeding facilities exceeds the biological capacity of
the species to produce that number of offspring in captivity; in two cases, the supposed monthly breeding
outputs exceeded the highest documented breeding outputs by an order of magnitude for months on
end. This seems to point to these five facilities obtaining new stock (presumably from the wild) rather
than breeding them in-house.

It is proposed that the Standing Committee invite Cambodia to consider these analyses, identify whether
there is information addressing the main observations derived from the analysis (productivity
disproportionately high relative to what is biologically possible reported), and report its findings.

It is also suggested that proper logbook keeping, including all birth and death as well as relations
(pedigree), and preferably combined with genetic parenthood tests, where appropriate, should be
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implemented to enable to comprehend and monitor reproduction rates and to identify cases of potential
incorrect application of source code C.

Conclusions of the Animals Committee

The members are of the view that the species/country combination should be retained in the process and that
Cambodia be invited to respond to the concerns raised in the individual submissions by members of the AC as
well as the analysis submitted by the US Fish and Wildlife service in relation to the capacity of the registered
facilities to produce the numbers of specimens of M. fascicularis.

Concerning Macaca fascicularis from the Phillippines

e The Philippines responded to two (C5 and C6, and parts of C1) of six questions, including information
on LAF of the specimens used as breeding stock. Document AC33 Doc. 15.2 also contains some
information regarding the combination that could be considered.

e The response of the Philippines suggests that offtake of wild specimens to supply the only existing
breeding facility occurs on a regular basis also to address human-wildlife conflict/ as pest control.

e The breeding stock of the single captive-breeding facility in the Philippines seems to have been legally
acquired through permits issued by the Department of Environment and Natural Resources of the
Philippines. The CITES trade database shows a total of 1,411 live animals reported exported in 2018-22
(an average of 282 per annum), which is an order of magnitude or more less than average annual exports
from Cambodia (16,358), China (3,943, but only pre-Covid), and Viet Nam (3,479), and less than is
traded out of Mauritius 836 exporter reported, or 980 including only an importer reported trade.

e [tis understood that the legal origin of the initial parental stock was collected between 1990 and 1995 as
part of a control of human- macaque conflict regulation, as well as other entries dated in 2009, 2020 and
2022, for a total of 3,094 individuals (entered or collected by these means). However, the parental stock
is reported as F1 in document AC33 Doc. 15.2 with less animals (16 males and 81 females). So, it is not
clear if the rest of the individuals mentioned are wild taken, F1/F2 or subsequent, which source codes
are applicable, how are these are being used, etc. If trade considered F specimens, the corresponding
questions F1, F2, F3 and F4 should be asked and answered.

e There is little information available on the status of Macaca fascicularis on the Philippines, while it is
generally considered widespread.

e |t would be important to understand whether the quota of 8,000 specimens is an annual harvest quota,
or was set for one occasion, as well as to learn whether specimens are only collected from areas where
the species is abundant and considered pests and how this is ensured.

e It would probably be useful for the AC/SC to have a population number of individuals considered
problematic, in what areas they are (e.g., peri-urban, urban, etc.) or other information that gives an idea
of how serious the problem of human-animal conflict is, so that AC/SC can understand that the
extractions carried out were sustainable (i.e., to have a reference point of the wild population and the
population considered problematic).

e Based on the information provided it cannot be concluded that the facility is breeding the species in
accordance with Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19), as detailed information on the breeding stock,
the generations bred and husbandry conditions is not available. The information provided though
indicates wild augmentation is taking place regularly (more than occasionally), which must not be of
conservation relevance, but suggests that source code “F” could be appropriate for offspring in the
breeding facility.

e In order to conclude on whether breeding is in line with Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19) further
information would be necessary including to ask questions C1-C4 again.

Conclusions of the Animals Committee

The responses by members indicate that the case should be retained and the questions raised by the members
should be answered before the case can be removed from the process. In particular, question C1-C4 do not
seem to have been answered. In addition, if the productions system does not comply with the definitions of source
code C, as defined under Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19), and the source code F may be more appropriate,
questions F1, F2, F3 and F4 may have to be answered. However, one member was of the view that due to the
very limited trade numbers, the answers seemed satisfactory and the case could be released from the process,
a sentiment shared by the Chair of the AC.
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Concerning Macaca fascicularis from Viet Nam

e Vietnam provided a detailed response and overview table on the breeding stocks and number of
offspring, specimens added to the stock, quantity exported, husbandry obligations for registration and
maintenance of breeding operations (including logbook keeping), as well as on inspections.

e The information on breeding of the species under the given circumstances seems plausible. A quick
analysis of breeding rate data in the response from Viet Nam shows that the annual reproductive outputs
of the four facilities have varied from year to year (from 31% to 91%) but have average outputs that
appear plausible given the range of values provided in the analysis of breeding outputs in Cambodia.
Facilities 1 and 4 were both within the known range for all 5 years, whereas Facilities 2 and 3 each
matched or exceeded the “outlier” value in the Fish & Wildlife report in two of the five years, but their
average outputs were below that reported in the previous outlier, and well below the very suspicious
productivity values claimed for breeding facilities in Cambodia. Still births are not reported separately,
but neonatal death rates seem to be significantly lower than those reported in Supplementary Table 2 of
the Fish and Wildlife Report, though they cover only the first 2 weeks of neonatal life.

¢ Vietnam clarified that the founder stock of the four facilities that export in some cases goes back to legal
imports of LTM mainly from LA and KH, which were reported under source code C, F or R, but could also
be from other sources (such as for facility 1). All facilities regularly added further specimens from other
“domestic legal breeding facilities” to complement their breeding stocks (in total 13.426 specimens were
added to the four exporting facilities in five years from other facilities). For some of the four exporting
facilities the added stock forms a large percentage of the overall breeding females.

e ltis unclear a) how many additional domestic breeding facilities exist in Vietnam; b) what is their scale;
c) if they only breed to supply exporting facilities; and d) if they are registered and inspected in the same
manner as the four facilities breeding for export and follow the same rules (including logbook keeping).
Based on the information provided, these additional facilities should also not be allowed to add any new
wild specimens to their stocks since 2006. It is unclear when those facilities were established, if they
were based on founder stock obtained from the wild (if before 2006). A clarification on the
abovementioned aspects regarding these “satellite facilities” and how it is ensured that laundering of wild
specimens through these facilities is not taking place would aid to be able to conclude if requirements of
Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19) are met.

e One member suggested that more information on the breeding stock (C5), such as receipts, certificates
etc. that confirm the legal purchase, would be useful for validating the legality and the source of the
breeding stock. They also suggested that “an unbiased expert in husbandry to evaluate the likelihood of
the information would be welcome to inform the SC deliberations”.

Conclusions of the Animals Committee

The members were generally in agreement that the data presented by Viet Nam seem plausible and that they do
seem to be able to produce the numbers exported in these facilities. In relation to the origin of the animals kept
in these premises however, some questions do remain which the SC may wish to consider in its deliberations. In
particular, the existence of several satellite farms that supply the registered farms may need some scrutiny.

Concerning Chlamydotis macqueeni from Kazakhstan

e Kazakhstan did not provide a response.
e Questions C1 to C6 should be asked again.

Conclusions of the Animals Committee

As no responses were received from Kazakhstan, the members were of the view that this species/country
combination should be retained in the process and that Kazakhstan should be requested to answer to the same
set of questions again.

Concerning Testudo graeca from Jordan

¢ Question C1 was answered mostly to satisfaction, as Jordan stated that they started exporting tortoises
in 2005 that have been legally imported by Syria. The summary information indicates that the parental
stock is composed of individuals exported from Syria, but no details are presented regarding the
following: how many individuals were imported, what source code they used, or what generation they
were.

e However, according to the CITES trade database, the first import of larger quantities of live T. graeca
originating from Syria (1,000 specimens) or any other country occurred only in 2013, while Jordan
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already exported larger quantities (1,200 to JP and 1,600 to US) of this species under source code C in
2002 (exporter reported). As such it seems likely that the founder stock was indeed obtained from the
wild in Jordan. But Jordan may wish to clarify.

Since 2002, larger quantities have been regularly exported under source code C, while Jordan stated
that the facility managed to breed F1/F2 only since 2005.

The following statement is of concern “....the facility has successfully bred F1/F2 since the year 2005” —
If the facility started operations in 2003, with the import (and export) of Syrian specimens, producing F1
in 2005 is realistic, but F2 would take another 5-8 years after that. But as an Appendix Il species, F2
production is not obligatory.

It is indicated that F2 generation is produced according to Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19), but no
information is included to indicate how this condition is met.

Concerning question C2, it is not clear if facilities are required to keep records; if so, they would be
desirable but are not provided.

Question C3 was answered to satisfaction

Question C4: The reply by Jordan did not contain any details on the current breeding stock or the founder
stock, the reproductive output in the facility, or husbandry requirements that would allow a proper
assessment against the requirements of Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19).

Jordan became a Party to CITES in 1979, Syria in 2003; but the earliest record of Testudo graeca imports
to Jordan from Syria (or anywhere) are from 2013. In other words, there should have been records of
that 300+ import in 2003, but there are not. [there are records of 4,800 Testudo graeca exported from
Jordan in 2003, all with source code C]. So there is no way of telling what was imported in 2003, and
how many were kept as founder stock.

Concerning question C5, although Jordan states that “The breeding stock at the facility was established
through best practices and according to the provisions of CITES as well as by respecting the Agriculture
Law and taking into account animal welfare,” without information on the founder stock, including an NDF,
it is difficult to determine whether or not this question has been answered appropriately.

C6: We'll have to take their word for it, in which case C6 is answered to satisfaction.

Neither the ages nor the sizes of animals exported are specified (years and centimeters carapace
length), and shifts in source code are not explained.

Testudo graeca can generally be bred well in captivity, but likewise is one of the most frequently seized
species and illegaly trafficked among live reptiles in the EU.

In order to address the ongoing issue of smuggling in T. graeca, that in view of potential future exports
and based on clarification of the remaining questions, it is advisable to permanently mark the breeding
stock in addition to logbook keeping and only allow the export of juveniles of a certain size.

Conclusions of the Animals Committee

The members were of the view that the information submitted Jordan does not fully comply with the questions
asked and the species country combination should be retained in the process. In particular it does not appear
that sufficient information regarding the founder stock (quantities, source, etc.) and data used to determine
production capacity were provided (i.e., # females, clutch size, % survival, etc.) and that therefore the production
capacity of the facility cannot be determined.

Concerning Testudo horsfeildii from Uzbekistan

Regarding production details, Uzbekistan reports the existence of 16 breeding facilities with 43,957
mature individuals (74% females) and a reproductive capacity of 1.8 to 2.3 offspring/female. However,
no additional information on production, mortality, etc., has been provided. Based on the data presented,
we estimate the presence of at least 32,528 females, with a potential production of 58,500-74,814
offspring. Considering a 10% release into the wild, this suggests a commercial production availability
(without mortality) of 52,695 to 67,333 individuals.
The questions and/or clarifications regarding productivity remaining are:
o The reported productivity (1.8-2.3 offspring/female): is this per clutch or per year? How many
clutches are produced annually?
o What is the estimated mortality rate of offspring in captivity?
o In 2022, a quota of 106,081 F1 specimens was reported, and 70,959 individuals in 2023. This
exceeds the maximum estimated commercial production.
Concerning the request for information on the initial stock and subsequent introductions, the report
provided only mentions the number of breeding facilities and the total number of mature individuals to
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date, as well as seizures up to 2022. The following information would be useful:

o How many specimens have been introduced from the wild (authorized for extraction and
establishment of parental stock)? According to quotas published on the CITES website and the
information provided, there are individuals with source code R (ranching) and the information
mentioned the possibility of wild collection.

o No information was included in the initial stock of each facility, the start of breeding activities,
etc.

o Itis unclear if the 16 breeding facilities were formed or reinforced from confiscated specimens.

Regarding measures taken by Uzbekistan to ensure that wild specimens are not laundered through
captive-breeding facilities, Uzbekistan provides information on differences between captive-bred and
wild individuals. This could be supplemented with information on marking methods for traded
specimens (traceability).

Concerning quotas, it is not clear how the export quotas in 2020 and 2021 have been established.
Uzbekistan seems to have use “unused” quotas from previous year and added it to subsequent years.
On the first page of Uzbekistan’s response, the definition given for source code ‘R’ is potentially very
different from the CITES definition of ‘R’. This difference seems to complicate the report: In effect, the
information provided seem to mix information concerning ranching and regarding founder stock collection
for closed-facility captive breeding.

Overall, it is difficult to understand the exact production systems used for Testudo horsfieldii in
Uzbekistan, what source code is associated with what production system, and how quotas are set for
the different systems. It is further noted that the last quotas published by Uzbekistan for T. horsfieldii date
from 2022.

Establishment or supplementation of founder stock with specimens confiscated from illegal trade or by
removal of animals (adults/all size classes?) from areas to be converted to residential or agricultural
purposes (pages 2-3), is defensible. However, to note that only 1-3% of juveniles survive in the wild is
disingenuous, as the collection from the wild concerns adults. Moreover, release of headstarted animals
is stated to occur partly in regions where eggs or juveniles were collected, which makes no sense if stock
is collected from areas slated for land conversion.

Overall, it would be informative to get better data on the 16 breeding facilities together holding nearly
44,000 mature specimens (page 2). This is a relatively aggressive species that needs a square meter
per adult animal with substantial hiding spaces/opportunities; on that basis, each breeding facility should
cover an average of more than a quarter hectare. No picture documentation of any facility is provided
(photo 2 on page 8 suggests a long-term unrealistic stocking density).

As an aside, in 2008, only one registered facility in Uzbekistan existed to produce Testudo horsfieldii;
apparently another 15 facilities became operational / registered since then.

The report provided does not allow a meaningful assessment of ranching management, source
population size and trend, or volumes of offspring taken through ranching operations. As noted above,
Uzbekistan’s definition of source code R does not easily correspond to the R questions posed.
Concerning evidence on the ability to produce such high numbers of specimens, natural clutch size is 3-
4 eggs, and 2-4 clutches may be produced per female per year (review in Kuzmin, 2002, page 119), for
an output of 12-20 eggs/female/year; the stated productivity of 1.8-2.3 hatchlings per female (page 2) is
far below this capacity and may be the result of stress from high-density keeping (photo 2, page 8)
Considering nearly 44,000 adult breeders collectively, of whom nearly 33,000 are females, annual
production of 60-76,000 hatchlings is reasonable, which would likely be reared to yield 55-70,000 6-8cm
juveniles (about 2-3 years old).

The information from Uzbekistan regarding Testudo horsfieldii appears to show that captive-reared
specimens can be distinguished visually for at least 2 years, and they have good systems in place to
monitor and manage the 16 captive breeding operations through oversight from their Ministry of Ecology,
Environment and Climate Change, and their Academy of Sciences. However, insufficient information is
provided to document that this ability to separate C from W specimens is deployed by inspectors; one
assumes it is, but it is not clearly shown.

Concerning information on whether they intend to move all trade to captive breeding in the future, ilf zero
quotas are established for source codes W and R (page 15), then only F and C remain, and the shift
from originally mostly W via R to C (including F) will have been completed. Shifts between production
systems was already indicated in AC24 Doc.8.1, pages 19-23. If zero quotas are indeed announced for
2024 and onwards, the R questions become of historical interest only.

Members expressed differing views on the practice of head-starting captive-born hatchlings and then
releasing them into wild populations. One member expressed concern that the practice carries significant
disease risk if reared at a facility that also receives confiscated tortoises as supplementary breeding
stock. It appears that no mixed-species facilities exist (i.e. no contact with Testudo graeca or other
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species of tortoises), which reduces the risks, but it remains a concern. More broadly, often the merit of
releasing animals into a wild population is doubtful: If the population is stable, new arrivals may disrupt
the existing individuals, and if the population is declining, it is more effective to address the causes of
decline than to expose more animals to it. Another member expressed the view that the model of
returning 10% of captive output to the wild is sound given good survival rates after release, but wondered
why it is “challenging” to release confiscated turtles to the wild rather than use them to top-up existing
stocks of captive animals. In most years, over 2,000 turtles are seized, with over 16,000 animals seized
in 2021, which would average out to be more than the total number of captive-bred animals released to
the wild.

Conclusions of the Animals Committee

Substantive information has been provided by Uzbekistan. However, several questions remain and the members
of the AC have listed several of them in their responses. Therefore, they are of the view that this species/country
combination should be retained in the process until these questions have been answered satisfactorily. However,
one member was of the view that based on the information provided, this species/country combination may be
released from the process.

Concerning Testudo kleinmanni from Egypt

Egypt provided a lot of general and readily available information on biology, past distribution and trade
and specific information on two breeding farms.

Parts of the NDF seem copy-paste of various sources without a clear structure and seem heavily based
on a review of the literature, including European hobbyist literature, rather than the biology of the species
in nature, or the realities of captive production in-country.

The pictures provided by Egypt show husbandry conditions that are not considered most appropriate for
the species. Information in the text is in direct contradiction with the evidence in the pictures (example:
“Do not feed the tortoises too much or too little and always feed the tortoises a varied high-fiber, low-
protein vegetable diet.”; photo: food dishes of peas and carrots, which are low fiber, high sugar, high
protein). Due to the water basin visible in one enclosure, there is a risk of drowning for the animals; there
are usually no open water areas in the species' natural habitat. Egypt presented an individual marking
with epoxy, which has been found suitable in other turtle species if combined with logbook keeping/ a
database, noting that these markings can be scraped off. However, it is an important first step to address
illegal trade that is apparently still taking place nationally and internationally and should be endorsed.
Egypt amongst others stated that the species range extremely decreased from over 120,000 km to
16,600 km in 2003 and probably decreased further, amongst others by new peach orchard cultivation,
and heavy grazing.

Besides anecdotal records from the 80s, 90s and 2000, recent distribution records are lacking. Egypt
states that “The only "evidence" obtained that some population or small individuals may still exist is based
entirely on oral contacts with local Bedouins.” By the end of 1990, the Egyptian tortoise appeared to be
ecologically and physically extinct in Egypt, but in 2000 a small population of the Egyptian tortoise was
found in northern Sinai (in the Zaranik Protected Area) at a density of about four to five tortoises per
square kilometre. Due to the species being still offered in commercial and pet markets, it is assumed to
be still present, or being largely illegally imported from Libya by Bedouins. Egypt also noted that the
Libyan population might likely also vanish. Maintenance and control on legislation in these countries is
very poor according to Egypt. Egypt concluded that trade from the wild should be stopped, also the trade
flow from Libya to Egypt, awareness should be raised, the species should be at forefront of Egyptian
natural history conservation agenda and captive-breeding under supervision of the administrative body
and scientific committees should be promoted.

The link between the farm’s parental stock establishment and the sustainable extraction from the wild is
lacking, nor the origin of parental stock in each farm.

In terms of the establishment of breeding operations, Egypt stated that it is prohibited to remove Egyptian
tortoise specimens from the wild, but that the authority to establish a breeding operation for Egyptian
tortoises and to catch the initial breeding stock is issued by the Management Authority. Information on
how it was determined that the breeding stock used for the facilities was established in a manner non-
detrimental to the survival of the species in the wild was not provided (as requested per C5).

Some concerns about the inspection process include the following:

o ‘Facility Staff accompanying the inspection’ are the same two names for both facilities; the
facilities are stated to have a single location, so they must be separate. Are they nevertheless
sharing staff, or is this a mis-interpretation and are these two persons wildlife inspectors/advisors
to the inspector? In either case, it’s interesting that the named veterinarian accompanying the
inspection is also the veterinarian named as supervising both facilities.
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Most recent exports from both facilities were reportedly using source code’ C’, without clearly
documenting F2 production.

Legal acquisition of founder stock in 2007 and 2009 is not documented with collecting permits, invoices
or other Legal Acquisition documentation.

It is indicated that extractions from the wild are allowed only to form parental stock, but it is not indicated
if in the 2 farms these were taken from the wild or acquired from other centres, or, according to the
information in AC33 doc. 15.2, if they were seized. It is important to clarify.

Both facilities could plausibly have legally acquired their founder stock domestically, and the currently
reported numbers of adults held and hatchlings produced are realistic.

One facility: Based on known reproductive capacity, a founder stock of 24 adult females should, under
optimal conditions, have been able to reproduce to a current holding of 212 females over 15 years,
though the past year’s production of 109 hatchlings from 212 mature females (potential 4
eggs/female/year) suggests the animals are producing far below maximum capacity.

One facility: the number of adult females (295) is larger than the total reported adult breeding stock (213).
421 juveniles from 295 females

Egypt did not provide the age of animals exported as requested by the AC but the size of animals sold
is provided (3-5 cm).

T. kleinmanni has been on CITES Appendix | since 1995, and there are no registered breeding
establishments for the species. Although the production capacity is not in doubt, it appears that Res.
Conf. 12.10 (Rev. CoP15) and the use of codes (D) are not being followed (CITES Trade Database
shows Egypt exporting in 2022 and 2023 250 individuals for commercial purposes with source code “C”).
Considering the lack of a proper NDF for the breeding stock, the extremely critical conservation status,
further uncertainties regarding genuine captive-breeding, ongoing smuggling, and the fact that the
species is listed in Appendix I

Egypt should again be requested to ask for the publication of a zero-quota for commercial trade in
specimens of source code C; and

to register breeding operations in line with Resolution Conf. 12.10 (Rev. CoP15) if it intends to export the
species for commercial purposes.

Conclusions of the Animals Committee

The members are of the view that this species/country combination should be retained in the process. Egypt has
not submitted a NDF for the acquisition of the founder stock and has not yet asked the Secretariat to publish a
zero quota for the species from Egypt. In addition, several details on the breeding of the species are lacking as
detailed in the responses from the members. Finally, as T. kleinmanni is listed in Appendix | of CITES, the
members also indicated that the facilities breeding this species have not been registered in line with Resolution
Conf. 12.10 (Rev. CoP15) if Egypt intends to export the specimens for commercial purposes.

Concerning Testudo kleinmanni from the Syrian Arab Republic

Testudo kleinmanni was included in Appendix Il in 1975, and in Appendix | in 1995. Known range States
are Egypt, Israel and Libya; Syria has never been known to be a range State. Biology and captive
maintenance and breeding reviewed in AC33 Doc. 15.2 Annex 3 pages 87-95.

In suitable climate, enclosure conditions and feeding, maturity at 8 years is possible, and starting with
adult animals in 1997, F1 in 1999 and F2 in 2007 is biologically feasible.

It should be clarified when, from where and of which source the breeding stock was legally acquired,
acknowledging the critical conservation status and ongoing illegal trade in the species.

There are no import records of (live) Testudo kleinmanni into Syria; Syria joined CITES in 2003, Egypt in
1978, Israel in 1980, Libya in 2003. It would theoretically be possible to have imported founder stock
from Libya before 1997 and have no record of the transaction.

The only export record from Syria is 1000 specimens in 2015, declared as purpose T, origin C. This is
presumably why the species was included in the process (AC32 Com.4 refers to 2017, when the CITES
Trade Database shows no Syrian exports). Logistically, it makes little sense to accumulate 1000
specimens (representing many years of breeding output) and ship them all out in one transaction/year.
Syrian Arab Republic clarified that there is only one facility (a zoo) that is authorized to breed the species
since 1997. The Syrian Arab Republic may wish to confirm that the 1000 specimens exported in 2015 to
Egypt were bred in this facility.

“The facility keeps up to date the species, and the production of zoo about 60-65% from the estimated
production” — | am at a loss to interpret this; does this mean that 60-65% of offspring produced is retained
to increase breeding stock, or does it mean that the facility produces about 60-65% of the theoretical
maximum output possible (from the recorded number of mature females, and maximum clutch size and
annual clutch number)?
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“According to the national decisions, it is allowed to the zoo to collect 700 from this specie for breeding
in the captive.” — considering that this species is not native to Syria, it is not understood what is meant
here. One possible explanation might be that the facility does not, in fact, keep and breed (non-native)
Testudo kleinmanni, but instead keeps and breeds Testudo graeca (native to Syria, Appendix Il) and
somehow mixed up the names in export documentation. Clear photographs of the facility and the
specimens held and produced would clarify this matter instantly.
“The first and second generations have the signs indicative of wild origin, especially in admiring of living
on the wild spaces, but after the following generations they could live in normal basins” — This is not
clear; does it indicate that F3 and onwards have become ‘domesticated’ and lost natural behaviour?
A big problem is trying to understand the production capacity of the facility. Assuming a founding female
producing eggs one year after arrival, each adult female averaging 4 eggs per year, the offspring
maturing in 5 years, the facility holding on to all female offspring to increase breeding stock, and zero
mortality of any animals, a single founder female could theoretically after 15 years have given rise to a
breeding adult population of 77 females, producing 308 hatchlings by year 15. But a facility producing
such numbers would have started shipping animals out well before then — but the absence of small
shipments before or after 2015 is remarkable.
The following questions were not posed as part of the Review (but are inherent in question C4), but their
answers are essential to understand the facility’s potential production and production trends:

o When was the founder stock obtained?

o What were the founder stock numbers? i.e. mature males, females, immatures?

o What has been the annual production over the years?
Overall, it is not possible to confirm that the species is bred in line with the requirements of Resolution
Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19) in the Syrian Arab Republic.
Further acknowledging that T. kleinmanni is an Appendix | species, the species should not be exported
for commercial purposes without registration in accordance with Resolution Conf. 12.10 (Rev. CoP15).

Conclusions of the Animals Committee

The members of the Animals Committee are of the view that this species/country combination should be retained
in the process. The Syrian Arab Republic should be requested to provide more in formation on the origin of the
founder stock, the method of production to comply with Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19), other possible
production facilities. Finally, as T. kleinmanni is listed in Appendix | of CITES, the members also indicated that
the facility breeding this species has not been registered in line with Resolution Conf. 12.10 (Rev. CoP15) if the
Syrian Arab Republic intends to export the specimens for commercial purposes.

Concerning Dendrobatus auratus from Nicaragua

Nicaragua stated that they have registered a total of three facilities for the captive breeding and export
(which are the same for all three species) and likewise that breeding stock will be acquired from
authorized captive breeding establishments in Nicaragua. The dates since they have been operational
are missing.

Clarification is needed on whether there are further breeding establishments in Nicaragua and how
breeding stock for those facilities was sourced. The CITES trade database does not include any imports
of all three species since their listing in 1987. At some point probably some specimens from the wild
would have needed to be taken to serve as founder stock. Some offtakes from the wild in the past could
certainly have been regarded as non-detrimental to all three species acknowledging that they species
are considered as locally abundant and have a fast life history. All three species can also be bred in
captivity quite well, while smuggling in poison dart frogs is still an issue.

Data Collection Forms were not provided for these 4 facilities. However, some information from the form
was provided by Nicaragua in their response. Overall, it appears that not all of the information contained
in the Data Collection Form was provided by Nicaragua for each facility, including information on founder
stock and important data used to calculate production capacity of the facilities.

However, there is little doubt that these facilities are able to generally breed the species under the
conditions mentioned in the reply.

Acknowledging the significant trade volumes and ongoing smuggling in poison frogs and in order to
confirm that the species are bred in compliance with Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19), information
on a) since when offtake from the wild is prohibited in Nicaragua, b) if there are further facilities breeding
the species in addition to the three facilities mentioned and how and when they obtained their breeding
stock of which source c) an overview of the reproduction rates and current size of the breeding stocks is
important.

No specific details are provided for each establishment. General management practices and legal
aspects are mentioned, but there is no explanation of how field control and monitoring are implemented,
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including verification protocols, visit reports, and inspection details before export. It is mentioned that
reports and documents exist, but they are not provided.

As collection of specimens from the wild is not authorized, the approach to managing genetic erosion

in the parental stock is not specified.

In addition to fungal infections, wild subpopulations in Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Panama are
threatened by capture for the international pet trade (CITES 2015).

Thought the causes of mortality, how it occurs, and mitigation measures are provided, numerical data on
mortality rates are not provided.

Detailed information regarding the founder stock (quantities, source, chain of custody, etc.) and data
used to determine production capacity (i.e., # females, clutch size, % survival (mortality info), etc.) were
not provided by Nicaragua. As a result, production capacity of the facilities cannot be determined. [The
CITES Trade Database shows an export of ~4,000 C specimens in 2022]

Conclusions of the Animals Committee

The members of the Animals Committee do not in principle doubt the capacity of the three registered facilities to
breed this species and produce the numbers exported. There are however some questions that Nicaragua may
want to provide in order for the Members to be confident that these facilities comply with the requirements of
Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19). In particular, it is mentioned that the species may not be taken from the
wild and that all supplementation of specimens comes from other farms breeding the species. However, no data
are given in relation to since when offtake of wild specimens is prohibited, as well as in relation to the mentioned
additional farms and the controls of these farms to avoid laundering of wild-taken specimens. Finally, information
on the reproduction rates and current size of the breeding stocks is not provided.

Concerning Oophaga pumilio from Nicaragua

Nicaragua stated that they have registered a total of three facilities for the captive breeding and export
(which are the same for all three species) and likewise that breeding stock will be acquired from
authorized captive breeding establishments in Nicaragua. The dates since they have been operational
are missing.

Clarification is needed on whether there are further breeding establishments in Nicaragua and how
breeding stock for those facilities was sourced. The CITES trade database does not include any imports
of all three species since their listing in 1987. At some point probably some specimens from the wild
would have needed to be taken to serve as founder stock. Some offtakes from the wild in the past could
certainly have been regarded as non-detrimental to all three species acknowledging that they species
are considered as locally abundant and have a fast life history. All three species can also be bred in
captivity quite well, while smuggling in poison dart frogs is still an issue.

Data Collection Forms were not provided for these 4 facilities. However, some information from the form
was provided by Nicaragua in their response. Overall, it appears that not all of the information contained
in the Data Collection Form was provided by Nicaragua for each facility, including information on founder
stock and important data used to calculate production capacity of the facilities.

However, there is little doubt that these facilities are able to generally breed the species under the
conditions mentioned in the reply.

Acknowledging the significant trade volumes and ongoing smuggling in poison frogs and in order to
confirm that the species are bred in compliance with Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19), information
on a) since when offtake from the wild is prohibited in Nicaragua, b) if there are further facilities breeding
the species in addition to the three facilities mentioned and how and when they obtained their breeding
stock of which source c) an overview of the reproduction rates and current size of the breeding stocks is
important.

No specific details are provided for each establishment. General management practices and legal
aspects are mentioned, but there is no explanation of how field control and monitoring are implemented,
including verification protocols, visit reports, and inspection details before export. It is mentioned that
reports and documents exist, but they are not provided.

As collection of specimens from the wild is not authorized, the approach to managing genetic erosion

in the parental stock is not specified.

In addition to fungal infections, wild subpopulations in Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Panama are
threatened by capture for the international pet trade (CITES 2015).

Thought the causes of mortality, how it occurs, and mitigation measures are provided, numerical data on
mortality rates are not provided.

Detailed information regarding the founder stock (quantities, source, chain of custody, etc.) and data
used to determine production capacity (i.e., # females, clutch size, % survival (mortality info), etc.) were

SC78 Doc. 35.1 —p. 40



not provided by Nicaragua. As a result, production capacity of the facilities cannot be determined. [The
CITES Trade Database shows an export of 5,000-8,000 F specimens and ~2,000 C specimens in 2022]

Conclusions of the Animals Committee

The members of the Animals Committee do not in principle doubt the capacity of the three registered facilities to
breed this species and produce the numbers exported. There are however some questions that Nicaragua may
want to provide in order for the Members to be confident that these facilities comply with the requirements of
Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19). In particular, it is mentioned that the species may not be taken from the
wild and that all supplementation of specimens comes from other farms breeding the species. However, no data
are given in relation to since when offtake of wild specimens is prohibited, as well as in relation to the mentioned
additional farms and the controls of these farms to avoid laundering of wild-taken specimens. Finally, information
on the reproduction rates and current size of the breeding stocks is not provided.

Concerning Agalychnis callidryas from Nicaragua

¢ Nicaragua stated that they have registered a total of three facilities for the captive breeding and export
(which are the same for all three species) and likewise that breeding stock will be acquired from
authorized captive breeding establishments in Nicaragua. The dates since they have been operational
are missing.

e Clarification is needed on whether there are further breeding establishments in Nicaragua and how
breeding stock for those facilities was sourced. The CITES trade database does not include any imports
of all three species since their listing in 1987. At some point probably some specimens from the wild
would have needed to be taken to serve as founder stock. Some offtakes from the wild in the past could
certainly have been regarded as non-detrimental to all three species acknowledging that they species
are considered as locally abundant and have a fast life history. All three species can also be bred in
captivity quite well, while smuggling in poison dart frogs is still an issue.

e Data Collection Forms were not provided for these 4 facilities. However, some information from the form
was provided by Nicaragua in their response. Overall, it appears that not all of the information contained
in the Data Collection Form was provided by Nicaragua for each facility, including information on founder
stock and important data used to calculate production capacity of the facilities.

o However, there is little doubt that these facilities are able to generally breed the species under the
conditions mentioned in the reply.

e Acknowledging the significant trade volumes and ongoing smuggling in poison frogs and in order to
confirm that the species are bred in compliance with Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19), information
on a) since when offtake from the wild is prohibited in Nicaragua, b) if there are further facilities breeding
the species in addition to the three facilities mentioned and how and when they obtained their breeding
stock of which source c) an overview of the reproduction rates and current size of the breeding stocks is
important.

e No specific details are provided for each establishment. General management practices and legal
aspects are mentioned, but there is no explanation of how field control and monitoring are implemented,
including verification protocols, visit reports, and inspection details before export. It is mentioned that
reports and documents exist, but they are not provided.

e As collection of specimens from the wild is not authorized, the approach to managing genetic erosion
in the parental stock is not specified.

¢ In addition to fungal infections, wild subpopulations in Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Panama are
threatened by capture for the international pet trade (CITES 2015).

e Thought the causes of mortality, how it occurs, and mitigation measures are provided, numerical data on
mortality rates are not provided.

e Detailed information regarding the founder stock (quantities, source, chain of custody, etc.) and data
used to determine production capacity (i.e., # females, clutch size, % survival (mortality info), etc.) were
not provided by Nicaragua. As a result, production capacity of the facilities cannot be determined. [The
CITES Trade Database shows an export of ~30,000 specimens in 2022 and 600 specimens in 2023]

Conclusions of the Animals Committee

The members of the Animals Committee do not in principle doubt the capacity of the three registered facilities to
breed this species and produce the numbers exported. There are however some questions that Nicaragua may
want to provide in order for the Members to be confident that these facilities comply with the requirements of
Resolution Conf. 10.16 (Rev. CoP19). In particular, it is mentioned that the species may not be taken from the
wild and that all supplementation of specimens comes from other farms breeding the species. However, no data
are given in relation to since when offtake of wild specimens is prohibited, as well as in relation to the mentioned
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additional farms and the controls of these farms to avoid laundering of wild-taken specimens. Finally, information
on the reproduction rates and current size of the breeding stocks is not provided.
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