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of the total service area.3 In other words, virtually no location in the area is more than 150 yards away 
from residences. Given the large size of the service area, it is highly unlikely that APM placed traps 
solely within this extremely small area throughout the contracted trapping period. Lastly, based on the 
documents received from the City in response to PETA’s public records requests, there is no 
indication that APM or the City received written consent from the landowners as required by 
§ 465.5(g)(3). 
 
Section 465.5(g)(3) was enacted to protect people from the dangers of snares and other traps. APM’s 
actions not only appear to violate the law but consequently put residents in danger and infringe on their 
right to consent to any trap placement within 150 yards of their homes. Accordingly, PETA urges CDFW 
to investigate APM’s trapping activities and refer any violations of the regulation to a prosecuting 
authority. 
 
Additionally, in the event CDFW refers violations of § 465.5(g)(3) to the Lakewood City Attorney’s 
Office, we request that the City Attorney transfer the case to the LA District Attorney’s Office based on 
the clear conflict of interest that charges against APM would create for the City of Lakewood. Not only is 
APM the City’s contracted coyote trapper company, but Lakewood was made aware of the likelihood that 
a trapper would commit violations of the law before the scheduled start date for coyote trapping.4 There is 
no evidence that the City of Lakewood has made any attempt to address the possible violations of the 
California law, or to stop APM from trapping in close proximity to homes since then. This conduct will 
likely continue to occur unless law enforcement takes action. The City Attorney’s Office cannot maintain 
a case against APM without bias, and therefore it is crucial that the LA District Attorney’s Office handles 
any charges stemming from CDFW’s investigation. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Respectfully, 

Ricardo Díaz-Alarcón 
Legal Fellow, PETA Foundation 
rdiaz@petaf.org |  
 

	
3 Ex. 3, Maps of the Requested Service Area with 150-yard (450-foot) radii indicated. 
4 Upon learning of the City’s plan to begin trapping coyotes at the Lakewood Equestrian Center on August 27, 
PETA sent a letter, via email, the same day to Valarie Frost, the City of Lakewood’s Director of Recreation and 
Community Services, informing the City that, among other concerns, there was a strong possibility that the City’s 
contracted trapping service would violate § 465.5(g)(3).  
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Exhibit 3 

 

 

  



Map 1. Rynerson Park, above Centralia Street to the East with 150-yard (450-foot) radius 

indicated: the only known area within the service area located more than 150 yards from apparent 

residences. 

 

 

Map 2. Rynerson Park, below Centralia Street to the East with 150-yard (450-foot) radius 

indicated, overlapping with residences. 

 

https://www.mapdevelopers.com/draw-circle-tool.php?circles=%5B%5B137.16%2C33.839404%2C-118.0947059%2C%22%23AAAAAA%22%2C%22%23000000%22%2C0.4%5D%5D
https://www.mapdevelopers.com/draw-circle-tool.php?circles=%5B%5B137.16%2C33.8365666%2C-118.0936779%2C%22%23AAAAAA%22%2C%22%23000000%22%2C0.4%5D%5D


Map 3. San Gabriel River Mid Trail, above the Lakewood Equestrian Center with 150-yard 

(450-foot) radius indicated, overlapping with residences. 

 

 

Map 4. West San Gabriel River Parkway Nature Trail with 150-yard (450-foot) radius indicated, 

overlapping with residences. 

 

https://www.mapdevelopers.com/draw-circle-tool.php?circles=%5B%5B137.16%2C33.8342255%2C-118.0931894%2C%22%23AAAAAA%22%2C%22%23000000%22%2C0.4%5D%5D
https://www.mapdevelopers.com/draw-circle-tool.php?circles=%5B%5B137.16%2C33.838419%2C-118.0953314%2C%22%23AAAAAA%22%2C%22%23000000%22%2C0.4%5D%5D

