
May 30, 2024 

  

Joshua Gordon, M.D., Ph.D. 

Director 

National Institute of Mental Health 

 

National Advisory Mental Health Council (NAMHC) 

National Institute of Mental Health 

 

Dear Dr. Gordon and Council Members, 

  

We, the undersigned physicians, scientists, and mental health professionals, are writing to you 

today about a matter of great importance and shared concern for all of us: improving our 

country’s investment in mental health research and prevention.  

  

As you know, one in five U.S. adults—an estimated 52.9 million people—experienced mental 

illness in 2020 but only half of them received treatment. Former National Institute of Mental 

Health (NIMH) directors and National Advisory Mental Health Council members have attributed 

a portion of this failure in meeting the needs of patients on NIMH’s overemphasis on basic 

neuroscience research, at the expense of services and interventions, and its misguided reliance on 

experiments on animals at the expense of studying humans and human systems.  

  

We are particularly concerned that the NIMH’s continued funding of experiments on animals is 

hampering progress in this area, and we urge you and your staff to take the following actions: 

  

1. Redirect NIMH research funding toward animal-free, human-relevant models. 

2. Provide regulators and researchers with opportunities to receive free training and education 

on the use of human-relevant models. 

3. Increase the percentage of federal funding allocated toward programs designed to improve 

mental health and help prevent or mitigate mental illness.  

  

Sincerely, 

 

James Aachen-Winans, MD 

Sammamish, WA 

Sahar Akhtar, PhD 

Duke University 

Brion Allen, PhD 

Holly Alpert, PhD Annette Amey, PhD Nick Arriza, MD 

Stoney Creek, ON, Canada 



Dr. Gloria J. Ascher 

Hyannis, MA 

Niloofar Asgharian, PhD 

Applied Chemistry  

Dallas, TX 

Dr. Sylvia Asplund 

John S. Asvestas, PhD 

Huntington, NY 

Mike Baach, MD  

Carmel, IN 

Michael Ballin, PhD 

Toronto, ON Canada 

Holly Barbour, MD 

Sarasota, FL 

Diane Barense, PhD 

Barrington, RI 

Donna Barham 

Montgomery, AL 

Marina Barry 

New York, NY 

David Bash, PhD Sarah Berghoff, DO 

Washington DC 

Sherry L. Berry 

Ventura, CA 

Judy Bertelsen, MD Sue Biederman 

Mer Bis Ronald Blum, MD, 

FAAFP, FACOEM 

Franco Bocci, 

Brescia, Italy 

Inge Bolin, PhD  

Nanaimo, BC, Canada 

Beth Bollinger, MD 

Psychiatry  

Bedford, PA 

Jamie Bolton, PsyD 

Hummelstown, PA 

Linda Bortugno, MD, FACP  

Fellsmere, FL 

Susan Boudet 

Closter, NJ 

Jolene Bowers, PhD  

Flagstaff, AZ 

Erin Braybrook Debra L. Brinker, MD 

Dublin, OH 

Dorothy Lynn Brooks, PhD 

Arlington, TX 

Sheila Brown, MD 

Emmaus, PA 

Thomas C Brown, PhD 

Canada 

Dr. Paula Brügger 

Federal University of Santa 

Catarina 

Bradley Budrow, MS, MSN, 

RN 

Brad Bundy, DO  

Findlay, OH 

Julie Burke, DVM 

Ottawa, Canada 

Brooke Bussard, MD 

Reisterstown, MD 

Edward Butler, PhD Linda Marie Camp 

Hendersonville, NC 

Colleen R. Carey, MD 

Spokane, WA 

Elaine Carlitz, MD 

Alamo, CA 

Ivonne Carlson, MS 

Ft. Myers, FL  



Kimberly Carona 

Sacramento, CA  

Linda Carroll, PhD 

Spokane, WA 

Margaret C Carter, BS, MS 

Syracuse, NY 

Lisa Cassell, CPA 

Fort Worth, TX 

Theresa Cavins, MD Jan Cejka, PhD 

Troy, MI 

Dr. Cathy Chamblee 

Philadelphia, PA 

Danny Chan, MSc Montreal, 

Canada  

Lynn L Charrlin, MD 

Dr. Grace O'Neil, MD 

Honolulu, HI 

Michele Chernis Marilyn Childers RN, MSN 

BC-PMHN 

Marjorie A. Chorness, MD 

FACOG 

Ellen M. Chung, MD 

Columbus, OH 

Rosemary Colson 

BMus, MMus 

Tallahassee, FL 

Joseph A Conrad, MD Lynn Cornell, MD 

Rochester, MN 

Marilyn Coronado 

Miami, FL 

Lelia Cosimbescu, PhD Kathy Cott Kimberly Crane, BA, MA 

Dr Jim Crotty, MD 

Limerick, Ireland 

Elizabeth Rose Dahl, MD 

Retired board certified 

psychiatrist 

Jill Dahlman, PhD 

Mary Ann Dalton 

 

Mary A. Dame, RN, CNM, 

MD  

Reading, MA 

Nikolaos Damantis, PhD 

Nottingham, UK 

Nichole Diamond, LPC, 

CCTP, CCATP 

Susan M. Diaz, MD, MSW 

Albuquerque, NM 

Sabrina DiBiagio, PsyD 

Levittown, PA 

Catherine DiGennaro, MA 

Saint James, NY 

Jacob Dijkstra, MD 

Cleveland Heights, OH 

Philipp Dines MD, PhD 

Patricia Diotto 

Milan, Italy 

Angela Dodge, PhD 

Olalla, WA 

Betty Dodson 

Laurie Dominy Sandra Domizio, MB, BS, 

MRCGP 

London, UK 

Alexandra Donati 



Pauline Doucet 

Pasadena, CA 

Glenna A Dowling, RN, PhD, 

FAAN 

Cynthia Driver 

Carol S. Duncan, MSSW 

Dallas, TX 

Uyen Duong, MD 

Cincinnati, OH 

Susan Dzienius 

Hoschton, GA 

Denise E Carmosino 

Pelham, NH 

Sunshine Eckstrom, DVM 

Haleiwa, HI 

Robert S. Egerman, MD 

Gainesville, FL 

Marion Elicker 

Portland, OR 

Ms. Evelyn Encarnacion 

Bronx, NY 

Jill Exter  

Pittston, PA 

DB Falk, M.Ed. Lynda Farrell, MD  

Fort Myers, FL 

Ruth S. Feldman, MD 

Lebanon, NJ 

Lauren Felicione 

New York, NY 

 

Dr. Margaret Field Alexandra Fierros MS, 

RDN, CSP, LD, CNSC 

Dr. Alice Fischer, PhD, MBA 

Alberta, Canada 

Marianne Fix 

Michigan 

Mrs. Fjeseth, MSEd 

Grand Junction, CO 

Carol E Fletcher, PhD  

Ann Arbor, MI 

Kerry Foley, MD  

Dewey Beach, DE  

Vincent Fonseca, MD, MPH  

San Antonio, TX 

Patricia G. Foschi, PhD 

Santa Fe, NM 

Kara Foster  

West Sacramento, CA 

Kate Frangos 

Honeoye, NY 

Karen Frank 

Phoenix, AZ 

Daisy Franzini, MD Shlomo Frieman, JD 

Rodolfo Gallardo 

Euless, TX 

RC Gardner, MD Anna Gasner, LVT 

Davide Giunzioni, MD 

Lugano, Switzerland 

Dorothy Geraghty 

Sammamish, WA 

William Goell, MD 

Cindi Goldberg, PhD Caren Goodman Sophie Gosselin, MD 

Canada 



Phyllis Grande  

New York, NY 

Ms. Louise Gray, BS 

Sacramento, CA    

Karen S. Greenberg, MD 

Beth Israel Deaconess 

Medical Center 

Erin Griffith, DO  

San Diego, CA 

Jonathan Grill, MD 

New York, NY 

Melissa Grondin 

K. Hahner, PhD   

Licensed Psychologist 

New York, NY   

Deb Halliday 

Masters in Education 

Sandy Creek, NY 

Charles Happel, MS 

Indianapolis, IN 

Dian Hardy 

Sebastopol, CA 

Deanna Harkins, MD, MPH 

Maryland 

Dr. Deidre Harp 

Susan C. Hastings 

Marine/environmental 

geologist 

Rose Hayet MD FACOG 

Deerfield Beach, FL 

Ruth Heidrich, PhD  

Honolulu, HI 

Pam Heman   

Grant, FL 

Tamara Hendershot, BS 

Miami, FL 

Janese Hexon, PhD 

Dr. Maidie Hilmo Victoria, 

BC, Canada 

Yvonne Hodgkins, BS, CRA, 

CCRC 

Floyd, VA 

Mamie Holst 

Fort Myers, FL 

Debi Holt, RN Amy Hopkins, MD, MPH, 

PhD 

Wendy Horowitz, PhD 

Ingrid M Hullman, MD 

Colorado Springs, CO 

Terry L. Humphrey, DVM 

Northglenn, CO 

John Husokowski, MD 

Alamo, CA 

Stephanie L Jackson MD 

Scottsdale, AZ 

Linda Jacobson 

Durham, NC 

Karen Jacques, PhD 

Clinical Psychologist 

Sacramento, CA 

Francine Jamin PhD  

Silver Spring, MD 

Vanessa Jamison  

Washington 

Robert Janusko 

Eric Jenner, PhD Todd Jensen, PhD 

Shorewood, WI 

Alice Jeromin, BS 

Pharmacy, DVM, DACVD 

Hinckley, OH 

Lance Jimenez 

Miami, FL 

Naila M Johnston Kathy Jones 

Oceanside, CA 



Ira Kaplan, MD Elizabeth Karpinski 

Norristown, PA 

Soili Kasanen, MD, 

DipIBLM 

 

Shireen Kassam, MD PhD 

United Kingdom 

Zahra Kassam, MBBS, 

FRCPC  

Toronto, Canada 

Trina Keafer  

Mesa, AZ 

Marcia Kellam Sharon Keller Elizabeth Ketz-Robinson, 

LCSW, DCSW 

Dr S Kidd  

United Kingdom 

Irene Kitzman MD 

Tucson, AZ 

Esra Kocum, PhD 

Lynn A. Klanchar, RN, MS Sue Klapholz, MD, PhD 

Stanford, CA 

Heidi Klingbeil, MD 

New York, NY 

Evina Konstantinova 

Athens, Greece 

Alice J. Krakauer, PhD 

Cold Spring, NY 

Anupama Kurra 

Physician  

Norwalk, CT 

Mj Lagatta 

Grand Island, NY 

Martin Bruce Lahr, MD, MPH Lola Lahr, CCC-SLP 

Dr. Karen Langelier Sharron Lee Laplante, MD 

Tolland, CT 

Sheila Larkin, BSN 

Boston, MA 

Pamela Larsen  

Camano Island, WA 

Tracey Laszloffy, PhD, LMFT Jean Le Marquand 

Pointe Claire, QC, Canada 

Hannah Lee, MSSW Michael Lee, DVM  

Peoria, AZ 

Demetrios E. Lekkas, PhD 

Kifisia, Greece 

Lacey Levitt, PhD 

San Diego, CA 

Cinda Liggon, MD 

Fayetteville, PA 

Joann Lindenmayer, DVM, 

MPH 

 

Natalie Litvinsky, MD 

Palos Park, IL 

Lauren Lohman Paula Long 

Dr. Lise Loubert 

Physician 

Vancouver, Canada 

Eva Ma, PhD 

Troy, New York  

Susanne Madden 

Playa del Rey, CA  



Maureen Madigan 

Bronx, NY 

Monica Maley  

Montvale, NJ 

Suzanne Marienau 

Ozark, MO 

David Marinoff MD 

Oakland, CA 

Marielle Marne Lorraine Martinez, DO 

Indian Mound, TN 

Beth Mason, PhD Sandra Mason  

Chesterton, IN 

Peter Mathews, MD 

Honolulu, HI 

Elizabeth Farrah Matthews 

Tucson, AZ 

Shirley McCarthy, MD, PhD Donette McClellend 

Shereen McDade Jeannette McIntyre, MD  

Miles City, MT 

Shilpa Mehta, MD 

Bear, DE 

Elizabeth Merrick, PhD 

Somerville, MA 

Andrea Michalkova, MD 

Slovakia 

Donna Michel, MD, FACP, 

DipABLM  

Winchester, VA 

Deborah Milkowski, MD 

New Bern, NC 

Judith R. Milner MD, M.Ed, 

Spec.Ed. 

Karen Milstein, PhD 

Santa Fe, NM 

Dr. Jan Modjeski, PhD 

(retired)  

Murrells Inlet, SC 

Leslie Mondul 

Bristol, VA 

Margaret Morin, RN 

Daniel Morris, BSc Sara Murray, MS, RD 

Washington DC 

Paula Muyskens, PhD 

Orange City, IA 

Robin Nadel 

Branford, CT 

Midori Nakayama 

San Francisco, CA 

Jean Marie Naples, MD, 

PhD 

Suffern, NY 

Gida Nabil Naser 

Vacaville, CA 

Debbie Neisz 

Virginia 

Dr. R. Jason Newsom, MD, 

MPH  

Montgomery, AL 

Duane Niatum, PhD 

Seattle, WA 

Nathan D. Nielsen, MD, MSc Dr. Keary O'Connor 

Alan Olander, DVM  

Nevis, MN 

Jan O'Leary 

Australia 

Tracy Ouellette, MD 



Alexandra Overhoff, Esq.  

St. Petersburg, FL 

Patti Packer Dr. Jean Pagano 

Carol J. Painter, PhD 

Ithaca, NY 

Dorothy A Parkel, PhD 

Atlanta, GA 

B. Parker Linton 

Indiana 

Marianne Pasanen-

Mortensen, PhD  

Sweden 

Lance Pattist Tanja Sewell-Pattist 

Michael Paul 

Ontario, Canada 

Tina T. Peebles Anna Pellanda, MSc  

Padua, Italy 

Mark Peppercorn, Professor 

of Medicine emeritus  

Sudbury, MA 

Richard Peters, MD, PhD 

West Newbury, MA 

Robin Peterson 

Sherry Phelps, BA 

Chicago, IL 

Greg Pieretti, DVM Reto A. Pieth 

Margaret Polino, MS Russell Posch 

Temple, TX 

Dr. Jane E Poss 

Margaret Powell 

Great Barrington, MA 

G. Neal Proctor, PhD 

Carlsbad, CA 

Linda Provost 

Sonia Rapaport, MD 

Chapel Hill, NC 

Dona Readinger, BS 

American Jurisprudence 

Fort Worth, TX 

Gerri Reaves, PhD 

Fort Myers, FL 

Diana Rebman, MD 

Las Vegas, NV 

Debra Ressler, MD 

Westport, CT 

Nanette Ritchie, DO  

St. Louis, MO 

Susan Ritter, MD, MPH 

Marquette, MI 

Julaine Roberson 

Washington, GA 

Norma Faith Rockman MS, 

MA, LMFT  

Los Angeles, CA 

Joan Rodman, PhD 

Psychologist (retired) 

Santa Monica, CA 

Mary J Rogel, PhD 

(Psychol.), L.Ac 

Mary Rogge, RP 

Lincoln, NE 

Georgia Rosenberg, M.Ed. 

New York, NY 

Linda M. Ross, MS 

DeSoto, TX 

Dr. Tatiana Roth  

Dillon Beach, CA 



Jodi Rowe, PsyD 

Los Angeles, CA 

Karen Rowe 

Tower Lakes, IL 

Richard A Rubin, MD, 

FACP 

Slingerlands, NY 

Patricia Rudner 

Cypress, CA 

Megan Rutherford, PhD 

Seattle, WA 

Dave Ruud, MD 

Psychiatry  

Portland, OR 

Heather Sand Lisa M Sandler Dr MG Sanchez 

San Luis Potosi, Mexico 

Leo R. Sandy 

Professor Emeritus 

Samantha Sawicki 

Chicago, IL 

Chloe Sayer B.A.  

London, UK. 

Susan Sayers, MD  

Grand Junction, CO 

Monica Schatz, BScPT 

Mckinney, TX 

Susan Schneeberger, PsyD, 

RN 

Clifford J. Schostal, MD Judith Schultz, RN MS Jen Scibetta 

Buffalo, NY 

Jane A. Scopelite, PhD 

Bucks County, PA 

Jaymie Shanker, MD 

Cleveland, OH 

Juli Shields, MS Ed  

New York 

Debra Shogan, PhD Canada Sasha Silverstein 

Brooklyn, NY 

Beth Lee Simon, PhD 

Professor Emerita 

Purdue University 

Patricia Simpson, MD  

Napa, CA 

Kim Smith  

Beverly, WV 

Jack R. Snedden III, MD 

Broken Arrow, OK 

Tina Stein, MD Anne B Stericker, PhD 

Tucson, AZ 

Shelley Sterrett 

Sarah B Stewart, PsyD 

Watertown, MA 

Greg Stidham, MD 

Memphis, TN 

Ann Stockho, PhD 

Niwot, CO 

Milton E. Strauss, PhD 

Corrales, NM 

Nancy Stremel  

Great Bend, KS 

John C. Stuart, DMD   

Columbia, SC 

K.Sumida, MS, MT (ASCP) 

SBB 

San Diego, CA 

Jessica Summers, DVM 

Rockville, VA 

Ann Summy, PhD 

Seattle, WA 



James Swan, MD 

Maywood, IL 

Diane Swensen Miller, MD 

Winsted, CT 

Dottie Sylvester 

Jean Tabin, MD Harold Takooshian, PhD 

New York, NY 

Hiedi Y. Tan, MD 

Knoxville, TN 

Roxanne George, MD 

Newton, NJ 

Dr. Shawn Jones Carol A Tavani, MD, MS, 

DLFAPA  

Wilmington, De 

Jennifer Taylor 

Winder, GA 

Kathy Taylor MS, RD, LD 

Atlanta, GA 

Mark Taylor, MD 

Christine Terrell, MD 

Rochester, MN 

Rosemary Theroux, PhD, NP 

Mashpee, MA 

Sally W Thompson, MD 

Massachusetts 

Mel Thrash, MD 

San Mateo, CA 

Prasanthi Tondapu, MD Joy S Townsend 

Glen Allen, VA 

Kelly Travers  

Galveston, TX 

Lisa Trendall, MSc 

Suffolk, England 

Ida Trilnick, MD 

Leslie Tuchman, RN Margaret Guilfoy Tyler, PhD  

Professor of Psychology 

Amanda Unger 

Omaha, NE 

Dr. Janie Unruh, PhD, MPH 

Canada 

Thomas Valente MD  

Chicago, IL   

Rev Anoek van Praag, MT 

Asheville, NC 

Jacquie Vanderbilt 

Garden Grove, CA 

Chris VanLandingham, PhD 

Broken Arrow, OK 

Jane Velez-Mitchell 

Los Angeles, CA 

Anna P. Vinogradoff, PhD Virginia Volk-Anderson, 

MSW 

Sacramento, CA 

Jonathan S. Vordermark, 

MD, FACS, FAAP 

Diana R. Wallace, MD Susanne Watson, PhD 

Oakland, CA 

George Weissmann, PhD 

Portland, OR 

Dr. Pat Wentz 

Pensacola, FL 

Paul West, PhD 

Fort Collins, CO 

Ronald D. Whitmont, MD 

Rhinebeck, NY 



Adrian M. Whorton, MD 

Seattle, WA 

Michele Willburn Caroline Williams, MD 

New York, NY 

Jane Williams, MD Elaine Woodriff Wanda Woodworth MA, 

CPDT-KA   

Little Elm, TX 

Tamara Wrone, PhD 

Plymouth, MI 

Kemal O. Yariz, PhD 

Rutherford, NJ 

Gisela Zech, MPT  

Boise, ID 

Jack Zelver, PhD 

Berkeley, CA 

Dr. Nan Zyla-Wisensale  

 


