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Dear Ms. Garrity and Dr. Runko:

I’'m writing on behalf of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) to
request that the Office of Research Integrity (ORI) investigate NIH-funded
Principal Investigator Augustine M.K. Choi for research misconduct.

Dr. Choi, who is the former Stephen and Suzanne Weiss Dean of Weill Cornell
Medicine and provost for medical affairs of Cornell University, has had at least
ten publications retracted or withdrawn in the past several months for image
duplication and/or manipulation.t23456789.10 Each of these publications was
determined to have had either duplicated image panels, spliced images, and/or
included images from previous publications.'t121314151617.18 Additionally, at least
four of Dr. Choi’s publications have required corrections,'*??%:22and there are
several other publications for which Dr. Choi is a co-author and/or corresponding
author that have concerns about duplicated or manipulated images?242526.2728 gg
noted on the online forum PubPeer.

Dr. Choi has received more than $71 million dollars of research funding from the
NIH and is currently receiving funding through multiple active projects from the
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute (NHLBI), including Projects
PO1HL114501, R33HL153011, and T32HL134629. One of these grants, Project
R33HL153011, involves a carbon monoxide treatment for acute respiratory
distress with human volunteers, despite the fact that several of Choi’s
publications describing the use of this treatment with nonhuman animals have
been retracted due to image manipulation.s7.21
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As you may recall, PETA submitted a response to a 2022 Request for Information (RFI) (see pg.
18), asking that for all research involving vulnerable populations, including nonhuman animals,
ORI increase both scrutiny and subsequent penalties. We hope that you take these
recommendations seriously given the number of research misconduct cases that involve invasive
experiments on nonhuman animals.

We request ORI investigate Dr. Choi to determine whether the problematic images published in
the publications listed above were the result of research misconduct, as well as review the
investigator’s submitted grant applications for similarly deliberate manipulation of images and
data.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

,ﬂ’//ck—
Katherine V. Roe Ph.D.

Chief Scientist
Laborotory Investigations Department
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