
It’s true! Each year, countless animals (including frogs, cats, and birds) are cruelly killed and then 
cut up in classrooms across the country—even though humane methods exist. Studies have shown 
that students who use humane dissection methods perform just as well as—and often better than—
students who cut up animals. You don’t have to dissect! Explain to your teacher that you won’t and 
that a policy gives you the right to say NO to doing so in Washington, D.C.. This is what it says:

      OSSE Non-Regulatory Guidance for Local Education Agencies (2012) 
LEAs should provide notice of alternative techniques to animal dissection within the course syllabus. 
… Protocol must not allow a student’s grade to be lowered as a result of the decision not to dissect; 
nor should voluntarily taking a null grade on the assignment be permitted as an alternative method 
to dissection. 
 
A student who elects not to participate in animal dissection should not be discriminated against for 
exercising his or her right to do so pursuant to the LEA’s policy. 
 
A student who follows the opt-out procedures established by the LEA must be excused from both 
participation in dissection and in viewing dissection. The alternate techniques should be reasonably 
chosen to provide the students with knowledge that is comparable to that which is expected to be 
obtained by other students within the course who perform, participate in, or observe active, hands-
on dissection.

Animal dissection is unnecessary and cruel. 
Exercise your rights and stand up for 
animals by choosing not to dissect them. 
For more information or to get  
involved, visit CutOutDissection.com  
or e-mail us at hello@peta2.com.
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