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Iran has a long history of using rodents, turtles, worms, and monkeys in space missions.7 In 

2011, the then-head of the ISA, Hamid Fazeli, admitted that “[f]ive monkeys are being tested in 

order to be able to bear the environmental effects while launching.”8  

 

You’ll be interested to learn that in 2010, the very active European Space Agency (ESA)—which 

represents Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 

Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and 

the U.K.—publicly stated that it “declines any interest in monkey research and does not consider 

any need or use for such results.”9 Instead, the ESA employs modern technology such as state-of-

the-art simulators to assess health risks for astronauts—for example, the ESA uses a manikin, 

called Mastroshka, to assess radiation risks to astronauts.10,11 

 

Similarly, the U.S. National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) ended its use of 

primates in space radiation experiments in the early 1990s, following protests by PETA.12 In 

2010, NASA’s plans to restart the program were canceled after PETA, joined by physicians, 

scientists, lay people, and NASA engineers, successfully voiced strong ethical and scientific 

objections to the misguided plan,13 leading NASA to inform Brookhaven National Laboratory 

that “a proposal involving primate research at the NASA Space Radiation Laboratory on the 

Brookhaven Lab site should be removed from consideration for experimental time at the 

facility.”14  

 

Other space agencies have gone further to end the use of all animals in their research. For 

example, in 2022, KEKA Aerospace—a private space agency in the Democratic Republic of the 

Congo—publicly confirmed that a rat, named Kavira, had died “because of a failure” aboard the 

firm’s Troposphere 5 rocket and that the company “will never use animals in [its] research 

again.”15,16 

 

We implore Iran not to repeat the same deadly mistakes of space programs using animals in 

experiments, dating as far back as the 1950s. In the interest of aligning Iran’s space program with 

the human-relevant science being pursued by the international community, we urge you to ban 
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ISA’s use of animals in experiments and switch to using more effective, ethical, and economical 

animal-free methods. 

 

You can contact me at ShalinG@peta.org. Thank you for your consideration of this important 

issue. I look forward to your response. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Shalin G. Gala 

Vice President, International Laboratory Methods 

Laboratory Investigations Department 
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