November 1, 2023

Albert Perez
Chair
National Mango Board

Dear Mr. Perez:

Thank you in advance for your time. I’'m writing on behalf of People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals—PETA entities have more than 9 million
members and supporters worldwide—to let you know that today and on
Wednesday, November 8, we’re running the full-page ad shown below in the
Orlando Weekly. In addition, a mobile billboard ad with the same message will
circulate today near your headquarters. Again, we urge the National Mango
Board (NMB) to adopt a public policy against animal testing. Our
suggested language is “The National Mango Board does not conduct, fund,
or commission tests on animals unless explicitly required by law.”

NATIONAL MANGO BOARD:
DON'T SQUEEZETHE LIFE OUT OF ICE

Ban All Animal Testing. PETLnrgIPmduceTests @

As you know, the NMB has funded several cruel and deadly tests on animals for
the purpose of establishing human health claims for marketing mangoes,* using

mandatory assessment fees from mango farmers. PETA has urged the NMB to
establish a public policy banning the conducting, funding, and commissioning
of animal tests since 2017. National advocacy groups for Black and other
underserved farmers, including Family Agriculture Resource Management
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Services and Farms to Grow,? and more than 104,000 concerned consumers? have also
made this same plea. However, the NMB continues to drag its feet. Earlier this year, your
organization issued an insufficient statement via a Google review reply, stating that “the
National Mango Board (NMB) is not funding any research studies that involve animals
and does not plan to do so in the future.”* However, the NMB refused to clarify whether
it prohibits or allows the conducting and commissioning of animal testing, and its
statement falls short of a prohibition on animal testing.

There has been progress on this issue from your peers. Specifically, after hearing from
PETA and more than 85,000 of our supporters, the Hass Avocado Board established a
public policy, unequivocally stating that it “does not support, fund, or conduct animal
research.” More than 170 major food and beverage manufacturers globally have also
established policies against conducting, funding, and commissioning experiments on
animals that are not explicitly required by law, after engaging in discussions with PETA.®

You can contact me directly at FrancesC@peta.org. Thank you for your consideration. |
hope to hear from you soon.

Sincerely yours,

Frances Cheng, Ph.D.
Chief Scientist, International Laboratory Methods
Laboratory Investigations Department
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