
November 10, 2023 

Richard Hodes 

Director 

National Institute on Aging 

Kenneth Santora 

Division of Extramural Activities 

National Institute on Aging 

Manual H. Moro 

Program Official 

National Institute on Aging 

Via e-mail: hodesr@31.nia.nih.gov; ks419i@nih.gov; morom@mail.nih.gov 

Dear Drs. Hodes, Santora and Moro: 

On behalf of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), I’m writing to 

ask the National Institute on Aging (NIA) to terminate funding to Project 

Number 5R21AG074251, titled “Experimental Sleep Fragmentation and 

Cognition in Aged Marmosets.”1 The NIA-funded grant application was 

submitted by Principal Investigator (PI) Agnès Lacreuse of the University of 

Massachusetts–Amherst.  

We contacted you on February 21 of this year to share our concerns over 

misleading information provided in the “Innovation,” “Significance,” and 

“Approach and Institutional Environment” sections of the grant application for 

this project. More specifically, we were concerned that the PI misrepresented the 

necessity of these experiments as well as the capability and capacity of the 

recipient institution to conduct the experiments. 

As noted in our earlier correspondence, the project proposes to subject marmoset 

monkeys to extensive sleep deprivation by waking them up several times 

throughout the night with loud noises. The purpose is to determine whether sleep 

deprivation precedes or succeeds cognitive decline and related Alzheimer’s 

disease (AD) biomarkers in these animals, assuming this will provide insight into 

the role of sleep disruption and neurodegenerative disease in humans.  

The investigator repeatedly asserts in her grant application that these invasive 

experiments are necessary and significant because “human studies are unable to 

determine whether sleep disturbances precede or follow the development of AD 

pathology.”2 This is untrue. There are a multitude of already published studies 

conducted using human volunteers to answer this question.3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,15 
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Additionally, the grant application associated with this project clearly specified UMass as the 

proposed location of the study and asserted that it is aptly suited to carry out the proposed 

experiments. However, on December 23, 2021, five months after NIH notified the PI it would fund 

the project, the PI wrote a letter to Grants Management Specialist Elizabeth Yeomans at NIH16 to 

inform her that “UMass Amherst will not be able to acquire the animals needed for this project 

within the budget and timeframe of the awarded grant.” Subsequently, a subcontract was awarded to 

the Wisconsin National Primate Research Center at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.   

 

We now have new information that, despite having more than two years to initiate the project, data 

collection has not yet commenced at the sponsoring university. As noted in our earlier letter, 

documents received via public records requests indicate there has been a host of difficulties getting 

this project started at UW-Madison (see Exhibit 1, pp 7-22),17 ranging from delays getting 

equipment purchased and/or shipped between UMass-Amherst and UW-Madison, training 

personnel at UW-Madison, staff absences and changes, and the investigators being too busy with 

conferences, study sections, and/or teaching responsibilities to get the projects up and running. In a 

June 2023 correspondence between the two institutions, investigators at UMass-Amherst requested 

that the investigators at UW-Madison collect unplanned baseline blood values from marmosets 

(Exhibit 1, pp 20-21) in order to have tangible measurements to demonstrate “progress” on the 

project.  

 

During the August 28, 2023, IACUC meeting at UW-Madison, the committee was still debating 

whether the procedures should be classified as USDA Pain Category D or E, how lengthy and 

frequent the sleep fragmentation procedures should be, whether there might be a risk for auditory 

damage to the animals from the proposed procedures, and what measurements should be taken to 

assess the animals’ well-being. As of September 2023—more than two years after NIA notified 

Lacreuse that Project 5R21AG074251 would be funded—the investigators at both institutes were 

unclear how to control the auditory stimulus (Exhibit 1, pp 21-22).  In short, it has more than been 

two years since the Notice of Award was sent to PI Lacreuse, but no data has been collected for this 

project and the experiments have not been completely designed or approved by the IACUC—even 

as procedures fundamental to the protocol have not been sufficiently described or considered. 

 

It is deeply concerning that the NIA is willing to use taxpayer funds to support a project that is not 

only unnecessary and harmful to animals but was so poorly planned that the investigators are still 

unclear about procedural details, the effects of the procedures on the animals themselves, and the 

equipment needed to conduct the experiments. Please discontinue funding these experiments and 

redirect these resources to investigators who are conducting quality research and serious about 

helping our ever-growing aging population. I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Katherine V. Roe Ph.D. 

Chief, Science Advancement and Outreach 

Laboratory Investigations Department 



People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals 

501 Front Street  Norfolk, VA 23510 

KatherineR@peta.org 

240-893-7292 
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