
 

 

April 26, 2023 
 

Lawrence Tabak, D.D.S., Ph.D. 

Acting Director 

National Institutes of Health 
 

Rosemary Gomes 

Contracting Officer 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
 

Kim Brookens 

Contract Specialist 

National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
 

Via e-mail: Lawrence.Tabak@nih.hhs.gov; Rosemary.Gomes@nih.gov; 

Kim.Brookens@nih.gov  
 

Dear Dr. Tabak, Ms. Gomes, and Ms. Brookens: 
 

I’m writing on behalf of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals—PETA 

entities have more than 9 million members and supporters globally—to urge the 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) to review and consider canceling all contracts 

with Charles River Laboratories, including most urgently the contracts to manage 

and operate NIH animal laboratory facilities, including those of the National 

Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases (NIAID). Furthermore, we ask that 

NIH fund the sanctuary placement of 1,000 macaques brought to the U.S. by 

Charles River.  
 

The company is currently under civil and criminal investigation by the U.S. 

Department of Justice for alleged irregularities in its nonhuman primate supply 

chain. The company must be scrutinized before any more taxpayer dollars land in 

its pockets.  
 

NIH Pays Charles River Hundreds of Millions of Taxpayer Dollars 

Since fiscal year 2018, NIH has contracted with Charles River for nearly $280 

million in taxpayer funds. More than a third of this money ($107 million) is for 

the contract “Management, Operation, Professional, and Technical Support 

Services for NIAID Animal Care Facilities.”1 This contract includes one building 

with hundreds of monkeys at the NIH Animal Center campus in Poolesville, 

Maryland. It also includes multiple NIAID buildings in which experiments on 

ferrets, rabbits, primates, chickens, ducks, mice, and other rodents are conducted 

in Bethesda, Maryland, and Hamilton, Montana, and that contain Animal 

Biosafety Level (ABSL) 3 and 4 laboratories, respectively. 
 

As outlined in the statement of work from the original contract solicitation, 

Charles River is charged with providing for the daily basic needs of animals in 

these facilities, such as supplying food and water, cleaning cages, conducting 

observations and health checks, etc. It is also responsible for cutting off parts of 

animals’ ears and toes, tattooing, or other methods of identification used in the 

                                                 
1The contract is identified as HHSN272201800004C, NIHAO201800001, and PIID 

75N93018C00014. 
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laboratories; restraining, injecting, and bleeding animals; performing surgeries like vasectomies 

and splenectomies; collecting tissues and organs; coordinating the breeding, ordering, and 

transporting of animals; coordinating imports, exports, and quarantine of animals; maintaining 

records; maintaining equipment; and more.  
 

Federal Investigation Into Monkey Imports and Exports May Implicate NIH 

The statement of work notes that when Charles River imports and exports animals used in 

laboratories, it must do the following: 
 

Assist the Government in transferring of ownership and holding location of 

animals, including quarantine as necessary. Ensure all pertinent rules, regulations, 

policies, and guidelines are followed. Coordinate and follow through on 

appropriate import/export documentation and logistical support as appropriate to 

the origin/destination, health status, and weather conditions. [Emphasis added.] 
 

Charles River may be failing to follow regulations and documentation requirements for the 

importation and exportation of primates. The company is under federal criminal and civil 

investigation for its importation of thousands of monkeys now being held in its domestic facilities, 

including those from which NIH may be receiving animals. The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

(FWS) has denied re-export permits for monkeys brought into this country illegally, and 1,000 

monkeys now held at Charles River facilities who may have been wild-caught and illegally 

brought into the U.S. are in limbo. 
 

NIH appears to have failed to oversee Charles Rivers’ import practices, despite the significant sum 

of taxpayer money it pays to the company annually. 
 

Charles River and NIH Should Fund Sanctuary Placement of Reportedly Trafficked 

Monkeys  

FWS has stopped the sale of these 1,000 endangered monkeys to laboratories, but the future of 

these animals is in doubt. They can’t legally be used in experiments. However, they could go to a 

sanctuary here in the U.S. and live out their natural lives in peace and with dignity. PETA is urging 

both NIH and Charles River to release the monkeys to Born Free USA’s Texas sanctuary and to 

provide funding for their lifetime care. Charles River has so far refused to meet with PETA and 

Born Free, and as you likely know, NIH has not publicly acknowledged that the company that runs 

many of its laboratories has apparently been implicated in a monkey-smuggling scheme.  
 

Tuberculosis-Infected Monkey Escaped in Charles River-Operated NIH Facility, Posing Lab 

Leak Threat 

In November, PETA alerted Dr. Anthony Fauci to an incident in a Charles River–operated high-

security NIAID ABSL-3 laboratory in Building 33 on the NIH Bethesda campus. On March 22, 

2022, a marmoset infected with tuberculosis escaped from a cage. According to records obtained 

by PETA, the small monkey “crawled up the containment caging exhaust tubing and into the 

HVAC system.” Staff spent a day trying to lure him out. When they were unsuccessful, the 

decision was made to kill him. Employees flooded the HVAC system with carbon dioxide—

gassing the marmoset to death—and his lifeless body was then retrieved. 
 

Multiple Violations of Animal Welfare Regulations at Charles River-operated NIAID 

Laboratories 

According to records that PETA obtained through the Freedom of Information Act, there have 

been multiple violations of federal animal welfare guidelines by Charles River–operated NIAID 

facilities in recent years. In 2021, three mice starved to death because they weren’t able to reach 
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