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As noted, any shipment of monkeys from Cambodia that had falsified documents related to the 

origin of a monkey invalidates the entire CITES permit, making all the monkeys involved in these 

shipments illegally imported. The indictment is likely only the tip of the iceberg, given the 

apparent willingness at the highest levels of the Cambodian government to falsify documents. 

Because of the voracious demand that U.S. experimenters have demonstrated for monkeys, 

especially during the pandemic, it may be that Vanny Bio Research in Cambodia isn’t the only 

company willing to engage in whatever it deems necessary to supply long-tailed macaques to the 

U.S. experimentation industry.  

 

According to documents obtained by PETA through public records requests, AmplifyBio received 

long-tailed macaques from Inotiv’s Alice, Texas, monkey facilities on the following occasions—

and potentially others: 

 

Shipping Facility Receiving Facility Date of 

Shipment 

Description 

Envigo  

(Alice, Texas) 

AmplifyBio  

(West Jefferson, OH) 

January 4, 2022 8 long-tailed macaques, male 

and female, 31-35 months old 

Envigo  

(Alice, Texas) 

AmplifyBio  

(West Jefferson, OH) 

May 31, 2022 21 long-tailed macaques, male 

and female, 31-50 months old 

Envigo  

(Alice, Texas) 

AmplifyBio  

(West Jefferson, OH) 

June 15, 2022 36 long-tailed macaques, male 

and female, 30-45 months old 

 

The Lacey Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 3371–3378, protects wildlife through civil and criminal penalties for 

a wide array of violations. Notably, it prohibits trade in wildlife who have been illegally possessed, 

transported, or sold. Id. § 3372. It contravenes the Lacey Act “to import, export, transport, sell, 

receive, acquire, or purchase” wildlife who have been possessed or transported in violation of any 

federal law or regulation. Id. § 3372(a)(1). The act allows forfeiture of wildlife “imported, 

exported, transported, sold, received, acquired, or purchased contrary to” this provision. Id. § 

3374(a)(1). It also allows forfeiture of the “vessels, vehicles, aircraft, and other equipment” used in 

the commission of a “criminal violation of [the Act] for which a felony conviction is obtained.” Id. 

§ 3374(a)(2). 

 

We urge AmplifyBio to work with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service officials to identify whether the 

monkeys it purchased from Inotiv were involved in the illegal shipments listed in the indictment. 

For any monkeys still in your laboratories, we urge that you send them to reputable sanctuaries 

under the direction of the Lacey Act. For any wild-caught monkeys used in research that resulted 

in publication, we urge that you issue statements to the journals about the origin of the monkeys 

used in that research. Thank you for your immediate attention to this important matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Kathy Guillermo 

Senior Vice President  

Laboratory Investigations Department 

 




