U.S. National Institutes of Health Squanders Opportunity to
Strengthen Protections for Nonhuman Primates in Laboratories
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Overview

/
In December 2015, following PETA's successful campaign to end NIH's decades-long cruel maternal deprivation experiments on infant monkeys, the U.S. Congress asked NIH to “conduct a review of its ethical policies and processes” regarding the use of nonhuman primates in experiments “to ensure
... appropriate justification.”
In September 2016, NIH's one-day primate workshop—convened in response to Congressional mandate—served as an infomercial for unfettered use of primates in experiments. Of the 47 individuals invited by NIH, only three were bioethicists—none of whom were given speaking slots. There were no
representatives from the animal welfare community, as Congress had required; no experts on non-animal methods of research; and no one to address how our evolving understanding of the astonishing abllities and complexity of nonhuman primates should inform what we think is acceptable and
unacceptable behavior by experimenters.
The NIH failed to take seriously the Congressional directive to conduct a legitimate examination of the scientific and ethical concerns surrounding experiments on primates. Because NIH did not live up to its responsibility to Congress and to the taxpayers that fund its research, taxpayer dollars will
continue to be wasted and primates will continue to suffer in invasive and irrelevant experiments.
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In 2014, PETA launched a campaign to
end a series of maternal deprivation
experiments that had been carried out

at NIH for more than 30 years.
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The infants were used In
psychopathology experiments
where they were subjected to
loud noises, mechanical snakes,
and the presence of threatening
humans.

Although categorized as
“Column C,” suggesting no
pain or distress, the monkeys
suffered from severe and
persistent cognitive, social,
and physiological deficits.

Monkeys—Dbred
predisposed to
anxious and depressed than normal
monkeys—were permanently removed
from their mothers at birth.

They were caged alone for 22 to 24

peing more fearful, hours daily.
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A comprehensive review of these experiments conducted by a former
NIH neuroscientist in consultation with independent medical doctors,
primatologists, including
King, concluded that the
experiments caused substantial long-term suffering to animals but had

mental health professionals, veterinarians, and
Drs. Jane Goodall, John Gluck, and Barbara J.
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THEN THEY TAKE ﬁ
— YOUR BABIES.

The National Institutes of Health intentionally
traumatizes bahy monkeys by tearing them
away from their mothers at birth, scaring
them with loud noises and fake snakes, and
addicting them to alcohol—all to the tune of
tens of millions of tax dollars.

Text NIH to 73822 to help infant monkeys!

In 2015, NIH
permanently ended

never led to treatments for human mental illness—even as superior non-

the experiments.

animal research methods were readily available.
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Congressional Mandate

NIH Primate Workshop

Chimpanzees in Research

In 2011 and 2013, reviews undertaken by the Institute of Medicine and the NIH on the

. . . . . . suggested a foregone conclusion.
scientific necessity of using chimpanzees in biomedical research revealed that:

« Ongoing research on chimpanzees is “largely unnecessary’;
* The existing oversight system had failed; and

On September 7, 2016, NIH hosted a workshop, the title of which—"Ensuring
the Continued Responsible Oversight of Research with Non-Human Primates™—

The Anly “ethics” talk at the worksho
was given by Ernest Prentice, a non-
ethicist who took issue with the term,
“harm-benefit relationship,” noting
that “harm” means “hurt, injure,

« Laboratory conditions could not address the psychological needs of chimpanzees. “We are confident that the oversight
framework that we have in place for
nonhuman primates in research is robust
and has provided sufficient protections

for the animals ...” — Carrie Wolinetz,

The Call from Congress
Alarmed by the apparent failure of the oversight system in the case of

Implications for Primate Use: The Failure of Neurobiology Experiments

More than 105,000 primates are currently held in U.S. laboratories, where
they are used in toxicology and drug testing in which gavage tubes are
forced into primates’ nostrils and throats to administer toxic substances;
iInfectious disease studies in which primates are infected with pathogens like
Ebola and Marburg; neurobiology studies in which experimenters drill holes
iInto primates’ skulls and screw metal restraint devices into their heads; and

so on. The social and psychological needs of primates are not met in the

laboratory environment.
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