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Hi Barb, 

Apologies for our delay in following-up since our last call.  Please see attached for the
compiled emails and datasheets for the 2019-2020 mortalities reported by Miami
SeaQuarium. We are also reattaching the original spreadsheet that we compiled for
your reference (as shared in the May 19, 2020 email; see below).  As a recap, three
of the six deaths reported at this facility since March 2019 are trauma-related; one is
from entrapment/drowning, one is from an unexplained gas embolism, and one is
reported as developmental abnormalities.  These mortalities involved five bottlenose
dolphins and one California sea lion. 

Please also note that prior to these deaths, the last trauma case reported was for a
Pacific white-sided dolphin in 2015. His datasheet and associated emails are also
attached. 

Please let us know if there is anything further we can compile for you.  In accordance
with our MOU, we would appreciate any further updates APHIS is able to share with
us on this matter. 

Best, 
Courtney, Jenn, and Amy

On Tue, May 19, 2020 at 10:59 AM Courtney Smith - NOAA Affiliate <courtney.smith@noaa.gov> wrote:
Dear Barb, 

In anticipation of our conference call on Wednesday, we wanted to bring to your attention a pattern of
deaths reported by Miami Seaquarium over the last year (since March 2019).  The majority of the
mortalities were reported as trauma or exhibit and involved four bottlenose dolphins and one California
sea lion; see the attached spreadsheet with details.  We also note that there were two prior reports of
trauma-related mortalities in 2012 and 2015 (also included in the attached spreadsheet). 
 
We look forward to chatting with you about this on Wednesday.

Best, 
Courtney 
-- 
Courtney Smith, Ph.D.
Principal Scientist | Contractor with Ocean Associates, Inc. 
Supporting:
NOAA Fisheries Service | Office of Protected Resources
1315 East-West Highway | Silver Spring, MD  20910
Ph: 301-427-8433 | http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/

-- 
Courtney Smith, Ph.D.
Principal Scientist | Contractor with Ocean Associates, Inc. 
Supporting:
NOAA Fisheries Service | Office of Protected Resources
1315 East-West Highway | Silver Spring, MD  20910
Ph: 301-427-8433 | http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/
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NOTES:

The Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as amended (MMPA) (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) requires that persons holding marine mammals submit 
certain information to the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).  The MMPA requires that NMFS maintain an inventory of all marine 
mammals held for public display purposes and scientific research/enhancement (i.e., all marine mammals held captive except for those in captivity 
before December 21, 1972). In addition, the MMPA requires that NMFS be given advance notice 15 days prior to the transfer/transport of any 
marine mammal.  To ensure compliance with these and related MMPA requirements, NMFS recommends that persons holding marine mammals in 
captivity use this Marine Mammal Data Sheet (MMDS) to submit inventory information regarding their captive marine mammals to NMFS.  Use of 
this form will ensure that the MMPA required information is submitted in a consistent manner and that the NMFS marine mammal inventory is 
accurate and up-to-date.  

Marine Mammal Data Sheets should be used when submitting information to NMFS in compliance with MMPA requirements applicable to persons 
holding marine mammals, including notifications of any additions/changes to your marine mammal inventory due to:

Birth, Death, Transfer/Transport 
Retention or Transfer of Rehabilitated Beached and Stranded Marine Mammals (Authorization or Permit)
Wild Capture, Import, Reintroduction to the Wild, including release or escape (Permit)
Other (Corrections, etc.)

The animal-specific information in Section II will not change, whereas data in Sections I, III and/or IV will change with transfers/transports (changes 
of custody and/or facility/location).  In accordance with MMPA requirements, NMFS requests notification of any change in custody or 
facility/location, including captive births and deaths.  A copy of the Marine Mammal Inventory Report Summary (MMIRS) may be provided 
periodically and may be requested at any time by contacting the Permits, Conservation and Education Division at the address listed below.

All permit documentation including reports and inventory information required herein, is subject to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) with 
personal or sensitive information that is subject to the Privacy Act redacted when released under FOIA.

NMFS recommends that:
1. Holders notify NMFS of proposed transfers/transports by completing a Marine Mammal Transfer/Transport Notification (MMTTN) form, 

forwarding it to the Receiver for signature and submitting it to NMFS.  It is not necessary to submit the MMDS for the animals proposed to 
be transferred/transported, but sufficient information must be included on the MMTTN to identify the animal(s).

2. The MMTTN must be received by NMFS at least 15 days prior to the actual transfer/transport date. Should you need to transfer/transport 
an animal before the required 15 day notification, please contact NMFS regarding an emergency waiver.  

3. NMFS will reply with an acknowledgement letter and MMDS(s) to be updated upon receipt of the animal(s).  The transfer/transport should 
occur within 60 days after initial submission of the MMTTN.  If an extension is necessary, please contact NMFS.

4. At any time within 30 days of the transfer/transport, the Holder should forward to NMFS the updated MMDS for each animal actually 
transferred/transported (i.e. Section I and, as necessary, Section III to verify receipt of the animal(s)).

The retention or transport/retention of rehabilitated beached and stranded marine mammals requires a permit or written authorization under the 
MMPA.  A permit is required to obtain such marine mammals for purposes of scientific research or enhancing the survival or recovery of species or 
stocks, or to retain or obtain such marine mammals for public display purposes where such animals have been determined releasable.  Where such 
marine mammals have been determined non-releasable, NMFS authorization is required to retain or obtain them for public display purposes.  Pleas 
contact the Permits, Conservation and Education Division at the number or address below for information on submitting such a permit application or
authorization request.

If you need assistance completing this form please contact the Permits Division at (301-427-8401) or write to us at:

  

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing 
instructions, search existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information to 
complete this form.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information including suggestions for 
reducing this burden, to the Office of Protected Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.  
Not withstanding any other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply 
with, a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless the collection of information displays a 
currently valid Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Control Number.  
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NOAA ID Animal ID(ByFacility) Name(By Facility) Animal ID(By Owner)

NOA0005993 MSTt0101 Abaco MSTt0101

NOA0005795 MSTt9501 INDIGO MSTt9501

NOA0006801 MSTT1201 TBD MSTT1201

NOA0010514 MSZc1802 - MSZc1802

NOA0010476 MSTt1701 - MSTt1701

NOA0005796 MSTt9601 ECHO MSTt9601
NOA0006549 MSLO0901 - MSLO0901
NOA0006309 MSTT0601 JUPITER MSTT0601



Name(By Owner) Sex Species Birth Date Birth DateCertainty Origin Captivity Date

Abaco MALE Bottlenose Dolphin2-May-01ACTUAL BIRTH 2-May-01

INDIGO MALE Bottlenose Dolphin22-Jun-95ACTUAL BIRTH 22-Jun-95

TBD MALE Bottlenose Dolphin13-May-12ACTUAL BIRTH 13-May-12

- FEMALE California Sea Lion17-Jun-18 ACTUAL BIRTH 17-Jun-18

- FEMALE Bottlenose Dolphin30-Oct-17ACTUAL BIRTH 30-Oct-17

ECHO MALE Bottlenose Dolphin25-Oct-96ACTUAL BIRTH 25-Oct-96
- MALE Pacific White-Sided Dolphin25-May-09ACTUAL BIRTH 25-May-09
JUPITER UNKNOWNBottlenose Dolphin14-Jan-06ACTUAL BIRTH 14-Jan-06



Custody Date Owner Facility Date Facility Acquisition Purpose Acquisition Permit No

2-May-01Miami Seaquarium2-May-01Miami SeaquariumPublic Display -

22-Jun-95Miami Seaquarium22-Jun-95Miami SeaquariumPublic Display -

13-May-12Miami Seaquarium13-May-12Miami SeaquariumPublic Display -

17-Jun-18 Miami Seaquarium17-Jun-18 Miami SeaquariumPublic Display N/A

30-Oct-17Miami Seaquarium30-Oct-17Miami SeaquariumPublic Display -

25-Oct-96Miami Seaquarium25-Oct-96Miami SeaquariumPublic Display -
25-May-09Miami Seaquarium25-May-09Miami SeaquariumPublic Display -

14-Jan-06Miami Seaquarium14-Jan-06Miami SeaquariumPublic Display -



Status Status Permit No Status Date Body System or Circumstance(Comment, if any)

DEAD - 9-Apr-20
Entrapment (Rostral Entrapment fenceline in 
between pools)

DEAD - 31-Mar-20Trauma(Acute Multifocal Rhabdomyolysis)

DEAD - 3-Feb-20Other(Multiple Developmental Anomalies)

DEAD - 23-Nov-19 Trauma(Acute Subdural Hemorrhage (Cervical/Head 
Trauma))

DEAD - 7-Oct-19

Other(The Cause Of Death Is Acute Gas Embolism In 
Multiple Tissues With Liver Lipidosis And Steatosis In 
Multiple Tissues With Liver Lipidosis And Steatosis In 
Multiple Tissues And Pulmonary Congestion.)

DEAD - 13-Mar-19Trauma(Acute Cervical (Neck) Trauma)
DEAD - 25-Aug-15Other(Acute Subdural Hematoma)
DEAD - 30-Jan-12Other(Momental Impact Trauma)



Email Notes

 He was found with circular rostral lesions of ischemia signaling rostral 
entrapment most likely in the fenceline in between two pools. He had 
recently been moved from a pool with a single fenceline to one with 
middle pool. NMFS Requested clarification from MSQ about if this was a 
drowning. 

He had multifocal areas of acute rhabdomyolysis and hemorrhage  - 
trauma. Most likely from a conspecific overnight since there had been a 
change in social structure. Attached is the marine mammal data sheet.

-
The cause of death was an acute subdural hemorrhage. She was housed 
with her dam. The clinical and necropsy findings are consistent with 
acute cervical/head trauma.

The cause of death is acute gas embolism in multiple tissues with liver 
lipidosis and steatosis in multiple tissues and pulmonary congestion. This 
dolphin was not exposed to a deep water or sonar event nor was 
intravenous gas introduced. Intermittent neurologic signs had been 
observed. It is indistinct if they originated from hepatic encephalopathy 
and led to abnormal ventilation resulting in air embolism and pulmonary 
congestion.

We had a loss of a Bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) Echo 
MSTt9601 from an acute cervical (neck) trauma. We did not witness the 
cause but the only thing in that pool are other conspecifics. 
-
-
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