
Stockholder Proposal #4 
Ann Reynolds Mason, 3124 N. Couples Dr., Goodyear, AZ 85338-8674, owner of 200 shares of 

Common Stock, has notified the Company that she intends to submit the following proposal at the Annual 
Meeting: 

AMGEN SHAREDHOLDER RESOLUTION 

This Proposal is submitted by Ann Reynolds Mason. 

WHEREAS, the Company conducts tests on animals as part of its product research and 
development; and 

WHEREAS, the Company also retains independent laboratories to conduct tests on animals as 
part of product research and development; and 

WHEREAS, abuses in independent laboratories have recently been revealed and disclosed by the 
media; and 

WHEREAS, the Company has no published animal welfare or animal care policy prominently 
posted on its website; NOW THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the shareholders request that the Board adopt and post an Animal 
Welfare Policy online which addresses the Company’s commitment to (a) reducing, refining and 
replacing its use of animals in research and testing, and (b) ensuring superior standards of care for 
animals who continue to be used for these purposes, both by the Company itself and by all 
independently retained laboratories, including provisions to ensure that animals’ psychological, social 
and behavioral needs are met. Further, the shareholders request that the Board issue an annual report 
to shareholders on the extent to which in-house and contract laboratories are adhering to this policy, 
including the implementation of the psychological enrichment measures. 

Supporting Statement: 
The Boards of many companies have adopted and prominently published animal welfare policies 

on their websites relating to the care of animals used in product research and development. Our 
Company should be an industry leader with respect to animal welfare issues, and yet it has no publicly 
available animal welfare policy. 

The recent disclosure of atrocities recorded at Covance, Inc. has made the need for a formalized, 
publicly available animal welfare policy that extends to all outside contractors all the more relevant, 
indeed urgent. Filmed footage showed primates being subjected to such gross physical abuses and 
psychological torments that Covance sued to stop PETA Europe from publicizing it. The Honorable 
Judge Peter Langan, in the United Kingdom, who denied Covance’s petition, stated in his decision 
that the video was “highly disturbing” and that just two aspects of it, namely the “rough manner in 
which animals are handled and the bleakness of the surroundings in which they are kept even to a 
viewer with no particular interest in animal welfare, at least cry out for explanation.”** 

Shareholders cannot monitor what goes on behind the closed doors of the animal testing 
laboratories, so the Company must. Accordingly, we urge the Board to commit to ensuring that basic 
animal welfare measures are an integral part of our Company’s corporate stewardship. 

We urge shareholders to support this Resolution. 
 

**   The case captioned Covance Laboratories Limited v. PETA Europe Limited was filed in the High 
Court of Justice, Chancery Division, Leeds District Registry, Claim No. 5C 00295. In addition to 
ruling in PETA’s favor, the Court ordered Covance to pay PETA £50,000 in costs and fees. 
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Board Response to Stockholder Proposal #4 
 

The Board of Directors recommends a vote “AGAINST” Stockholder Proposal #4 for the 
following reasons: 

 

Amgen is supportive of the principles of protecting the welfare of animals that underlies the proposal 
but believes that the actions proposed by the proponent are unnecessary. Amgen therapeutics have changed 
the practice of medicine, helping millions of people around the world in the fight against cancer, kidney 
disease, rheumatoid arthritis, and other serious illnesses. With a broad and deep pipeline of potential new 
medicines, Amgen remains committed to advancing science to dramatically improve people’s lives. We 
approach all studies involving animals with the highest level of humane concern. In fact, the care of all the 
animals in our studies exceeds relevant local, national and international regulations. 

Amgen makes every efforts to use in vitro (non-animal) testing wherever y possible. In addition, 
through our affiliations with industry, government and academic groups, we are working with regulators in 
an effort to increase the use of alternative models where such alternatives can be used appropriately. We 
are, however, legally obligated to evaluate potential new medicines rigorously to ensure that, to the greatest 
extent possible, they have been shown to be safe and effective. In vivo (animal) testing is a necessary and 
legally mandated component of biomedical research because the complexity of the human or animal body 
cannot yet be modeled adequately by computer or cell culture systems. However, Amgen is fully 
committed to replacing in vivo testing with other procedures wherever such tests are scientifically valid and 
do not comprise patient safety or the effectiveness of our medicines. 

Amgen currently has an established corporate policy designed to safeguard the welfare of animals 
involved in studies conducted by Amgen. Thus, when animal studies are deemed necessary, it is Amgen’s 
policy that animals are treated humanely, ethically and in accordance with veterinary practices that meet 
currently accepted laboratory animal care standards to promote their comfort and well-being, that their use 
is scientifically justified, and that their care and treatment are carefully scrutinized by an effective 
institutional animal care and use review process. Further, Company facilities are required to meet currently 
accepted laboratory animal care standards. This policy reflects standards that go beyond those currently 
mandated by law. In addition, when Amgen employs contract research organizations to conduct studies on 
its behalf, Amgen imposes oversight over these contractors’ conduct of studies, including specific 
monitoring of animal welfare concerns. Even prior to receiving this proposal, Amgen had taken steps to 
formalize and strengthen this oversight into a formal policy that contains standards for animal welfare that 
also exceed the minimum requirements of law. Amgen is currently in the process of  fully implementing 
this new formal policy with its contract research organizations. 

In addition, the Board has oversight over the Company’s business operations and in particular the 
Board’s Corporate Responsibility and Compliance Committee would be apprised of significant compliance 
violations involving the use of animals in the Company’s research and development efforts. 

Because of Amgen’s existing efforts, policies and practices, together with the Board and committee 
oversight, the Board does not believe that this proposal is necessary. 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS RECOMMENDS A VOTE “AGAINST” STOCKHOLDER 
PROPOSAL #4. 
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