


2 

 

“And we have a horse and rider down. Lust for Money has gone down 

approaching the top of the stretch. Lust for Money has gone down.” Only after 

Lust for Money was destroyed did Parx cancel the remainder of the day’s card.7  

 

The dangers of a frozen track are long understood in the racing industry. For 

example, an official at Hollywood Gaming Race Track recently stated, “Once the 

ice got into the track—it was frozen, temperatures staying below freezing—just 

didn’t give us an opportunity to put a safe track out there for the horses or for the 

jockeys.”8 Parx officials’ knowledge of the hazards of racing horses on a frozen 

track is apparent from the fact that they canceled races due to a frozen track on 

December 26.9  

 

As you know, Pennsylvania prohibits a person from “intentionally, knowingly or 

recklessly illtreat[ing], overload[ing], beat[ing], abandon[ing] or abus[ing] an 

animal,”10 which is aggravated cruelty to animals if the animal dies as a result.11 

One acts knowingly when he or she is aware of the nature of his or her conduct 

or the existence of circumstances constituting an element of the offense.12 To 

“illtreat” an animal is “to treat [the animal] cruelly or improperly.”13  

 

Parx officials14 knowingly raced Lust for Money and other horses on a track that 

was treacherous and frozen, which causes footing to be as slippery as ice and 

harder than concrete. As a result, Lust for Money did lose his footing, fell, was 

injured, and was euthanized. Such illtreatment is in apparent violation of 

Pennsylvania’s statute prohibiting aggravated cruelty to animals. Accordingly, 

PETA respectfully requests an investigation into Lust for Money’s suffering and 

death and the pursuit of all appropriate charges. 

     

                                                 
7 Parx’s Tuesday Card Cancelled, supra note 2. 
8 Horses Racing Again at Hollywood Gaming in Austintown As Ice Melts: Five Racing Days Had 

To Be Canceled at Austintown's Hollywood Gaming Race Track After Water Seeped Into the 

Track and Froze, WYTV, Jan. 22, 2018, http://wytv.com/2018/01/22/horses-racing-again-at-

hollywood-gaming-in-austintown-as-ice-melts/ (last visited Jan. 26, 2018). 
9 Parx Racing Cancels Tuesday’s Live Program Due To Frozen Track, Paulick Report, Dec. 26, 

2017, https://www.paulickreport.com/horseplayers-category/parx-racing-cancels-tuesdays-live-

program-due-frozen-track/ (last visited Jan. 26, 2018) (“‘We had a lot of rain and it froze hard,’ 

said Sam Elliott, director of racing for the suburban Philadelphia racetrack and casino. ‘Gerard 

(track superintendent Gerard Weipert) thought he could get the track ready but the sun never 

came out. It’s the normal winter freeze/thaw problem.’”). Parx canceled races on December 31 

and January 1 due to the weather, as well, perhaps causing financial pressures that may have 

factored into the decision to take a deadly risk on January 2. 
10 18 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. § 5533. 
11 Id. § 5534. 
12 Id. § 302(b)(2). 
13 Webster’s All-in-One Dictionary & Thesaurus 325 (2d ed. 2013). 
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Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. Please contact me with 

any questions at ElisabethC@petaf.org or (804) 839-6136. PETA can offer 

assistance with expert testimony to aid in any prosecution. I look forward to 

hearing from you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Elisabeth Custalow 

Counsel 

 

 




