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Giving Animals a Future

As you know, investigations are the lifeblood of PETA’s 
work. We uncover animal abuse that people unwittingly 
support so that it can be stopped. Sometimes we obtain 
proof of the abuse by placing a PETA eyewitness on site 
at a facility where it’s occurring. Sometimes proof comes 
from whistleblowers. And sometimes we discover it by 
researching public records, such as those of taxpayer-
funded laboratories. 

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and other public 
records laws enable us to thrust into the spotlight many 
of the sordid goings-on that animal experimenters so 
desperately want to keep under wraps. And with the 
support of our Augustus Club members, we wield these 
tools skillfully and powerfully for animals. This enables 
us to give crucial information to taxpayers who would 
otherwise not be able to hold officials accountable when 
laws have been violated, animals have suffered, and public 
money has been misused.

➤ Experiments Stopped Following a PETA Public 
Records Lawsuit
Some truly hideous experiments on monkeys were 
stopped after we sued the University of Massachusetts–
Amherst and got the records that we demanded. 

Here’s what happened: In 2017, we filed a records request 
for videos related to experiments on monkeys overseen by 
UMass–Amherst experimenter Melinda Novak. The request 
was denied by the public university, so we filed a lawsuit 
in March 2019.

Since 1990, Novak has received more than $10 million in 
taxpayer funding to study how and why monkeys mutilate 
themselves in laboratories. But we already know why they 
do this: It’s because they’re stressed out of their minds. 
After we filed suit, the university agreed to settle the case 
and hand over copies of all the videos.

The footage that we obtained and released showed 
monkeys in small metal cages pacing endlessly, tearing 
out their own hair, and even poking their thumbs into 
their own eyes. As mentioned, the purported purpose of 
the studies was to see how imprisonment in laboratories 
harms monkeys. But decades of these experiments—all 
showing that monkeys are traumatized and driven mad in 
laboratories—led to zero changes that would benefit them.

But now, Novak no longer harms animals. After more than 
30 years of conducting and overseeing experiments like 
these, she quietly retired after our lawsuit was filed. 

We also pressed Oregon Health & Science University 
(OHSU) to turn over damning video footage of taxpayer-
funded experiments. The school refused to comply, so we 
sued. As a result, we not only forced OHSU to turn over 74 
videos from “junk food” experiments on infant monkeys 
but also demolished its already tattered reputation by 
garnering media headlines such as “Oregon lab … turning 
[pregnant monkeys] into nicotine and alcohol addicts.” 

➤ Unlocking Cages With the Public Records Key
Our success in prying public records from the vice-like grip 
of vivisectors is also sparing dogs the ordeal of painful 
experiments at Texas A&M University. Cruel and useless 
canine muscular dystrophy (MD) experiments have been 
conducted there for nearly four decades without producing 

a single cure for the disease or even a treatment to reverse 
its symptoms.
 
We’ve put massive pressure on the school, including 
by filing a ground-breaking First Amendment lawsuit, 
conducting ad blitzes, disrupting its Board of Regents 
meetings, holding protests, and engaging in takeovers of 
its football games. 

These actions led Texas A&M to stop breeding dogs to 
develop canine MD so that they could be used in these 
experiments. The lead experimenter has now retired, and 
dozens of the dogs have been adopted into loving homes.

Additionally, when we asked our Augustus Club members 

and other supporters to demand the release of Lucilla 
and Varinia, two healthy 9-year-old German shorthaired 
pointers who were exploited for breeding purposes for 
years by Texas A&M, thousands of you sent e-mails and 
made phone calls. Because of that, the dogs have been 
adopted, according to records that we’ve received. And in 
more good news, a golden retriever named Cheddar has 
also been adopted.

And in our most recent victory against the university, three 
more dogs who were caged and subjected to inhumane 
conditions there have been freed!

With your support, we’re working to free the remaining 21 
dogs still trapped at Texas A&M.
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These actions led Texas A&M to  
stop breeding dogs to develop 
canine MD so that they could be 
used in these experiments. The 
lead experimenter has now retired, 
and dozens of the dogs have been 
adopted into loving homes.
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➤ Slashing Funding, Yanking Licenses, and  
Changing Laws
After we obtained public records revealing Colorado State 
University’s horrific experiments on birds—many of whom 
were illegally wild-caught—we went into attack mode. CSU 
experimenter Gregory Ebel has spent 13 years capturing 
wild crows, robins, and other birds, imprisoning them in 
his laboratory, infecting them with West Nile virus, and 
killing them—but he’s failed to develop a cure, a vaccine, 
or any clinical treatments for the disease caused by the 
virus, either for birds or humans.

In response to complaints from PETA, the National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) ordered that its grant money be 
pulled from all experiments involving the illegally caught 
birds, and Colorado Parks and Wildlife cited and fined Ebel 
and suspended his license.

And here’s another victory involving our public records 
sleuthing skills: After PETA and a whistleblower exposed 
a local animal shelter’s practice of selling both live and 
dead dogs to Louisiana State University’s veterinary 
school for use in deadly classroom training exercises and 
experiments, Louisiana passed a historic law. The state 
now bars shelters from selling live animals to laboratories 
for experimentation and prevents them from accepting 
homeless animals for the purpose of killing them and 
selling their bodies to laboratories. It’s hard to fathom that 
this was occurring, but it was. Thankfully, it has stopped. 

➤ Winning the Fight for Government Transparency
In addition to requesting public records, we also keep 
tabs on those who chronically violate the federal Animal 

Welfare Act (AWA) by monitoring the records of their 
inspections by the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA). 
This agency, which is in charge of enforcing the AWA, 
inspects laboratories, roadside zoos, circuses, puppy mills, 
and other animal-exploiting facilities. 

For years, the USDA posted its inspection reports on its 
website, which was vital to our ability to identify and take 
action against AWA violators and has been critical to our 
success in shutting down animal laboratories and rescuing 
dozens of tigers, bears, and other animals from shoddy 
roadside zoos.

But in 2017, something terrible happened: We faced an 
information blackout. The USDA scrubbed from its website 
almost all the crucial information that was once online, 
including the number of animals held at each facility 
and the citations of abuse and neglect. This meant that 
thousands of animal exploiters were able to shield their 
AWA violations from our scrutiny and from the public. 

But with the support of our Augustus Club members, we 
stopped the secrecy. A PETA-led coalition sued the USDA 

The state now bars shelters from 
selling live animals to laboratories for 
experimentation and prevents them 
from accepting homeless animals for 
the purpose of killing them and selling 
their bodies to laboratories. 

Do You Need a  
Planning Checkup?
The events of the last year have served as a reminder that life is uncertain and 
it’s important to be prepared. To protect yourself, your family, and your peace 
of mind, now is a good time to update your four core documents: your will, 
powers of attorney, advance directive, and beneficiary designations.

It’s always a good idea to update your plans after certain life events, including 
changes in health, finances, or family status—or even set yourself an annual 
reminder for a planning “checkup.” There are other good reasons to update 
your plans as well:

• It’s been five years or more since you last reviewed your will, trust, 
and/or beneficiary designations.

• Your marital status has changed.
• You’ve recently retired or changed jobs or started or sold a business.
• You’ve added a new member to your family, such as a new animal companion, a child, or a grandchild.
• Your health has changed and you need a power of attorney and/or an advance directive.
• You want to include a new or an additional gift for PETA in your plans.

Our free guide Getting Started: Planning for Peace of Mind in Five Easy Steps includes a quick quiz to determine whether you 
need to update your plans, questions to help you determine your personal and financial goals, and an overview of actions 
that everyone should take in planning for the future. Download this publication and other planning resources at  
PETA.org/NewsResources, or return the enclosed form to request a copy by mail.

IT’S IMPORTANT TO PLAN

For many of us, the task of creating or updating our estate plan is one of 
those items on our to-do list that we often put off. But creating—and regularly 
updating—a plan can be a very satisfying accomplishment. Planning can help you 
meet your goals, support your family and causes that are meaningful to you, and 
provide peace of mind.

Challenges do exist: It can be difficult to get started. It’s easy to put it off, given 
other obligations and needs. It can feel overwhelming and complicated. And it 
can seem difficult to find good advice. But by breaking the process down into 
manageable steps, your plan is within reach. 

GETTING STARTED 
Planning for Peace of Mind in Five Easy Steps 

to compel it to restore those vital records. In addition, 
we applied tremendous public pressure—including by 
generating e-mails from thousands of our supporters—
and that prompted Congress to take action. The records 
are now back online! This is an enormous victory for 
animals and for the public’s right to ensure that the AWA is 
enforced.

➤ You’re Our Secret Weapon
The use of animals as “models” of human physiology to 
study disease has proved time and again to be scientifically 
unsound. More than 90% of animal experiments fail to 
lead to treatments for humans. And yet every year, billions 
of tax dollars are wasted on misleading experimentation. 
Please contact your lawmakers and politely urge them 
to stop throwing taxpayer money away on cruel, useless 
animal experiments and instead direct it toward modern, 
non-animal methods of research, such as epidemiology, 

advanced computer modeling, and cutting-edge human 
cell–based techniques.

In the U.S., you can contact your congressional 
representative and senators by visiting 
Congress.gov, calling 202-224-3121, or  
writing to:

The Honorable [Full Name]         
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515       

The Honorable [Full Name]
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

augustusCLUB



AC: Do you think PETA uses the FOIA more effectively 
than other organizations?

LK: Definitely. The proof is in how hard animal exploiters 
fight to keep us from getting their records. That’s because 
they know that PETA will make powerful use of them. So 
they work like crazy to hold onto records that they might 
be less reluctant to release to other groups. Consequently, 
we have to sue more often. I’m so grateful to our Augustus 
Club members for donating the resources that allow us to 
do that.

AC: Describe some of the ways in which institutions try 
to thwart PETA’s public records requests.

LK: The most common tactic is to charge outrageous 
fees—sometimes six figures, and in one instance nearly 
seven! In a case several years ago, we requested records 
from NIH on maternal deprivation experiments on baby 
monkeys conducted by a man named Stephen Suomi. 

NIH tried to charge us $100,000 to release the records! It 
lost that battle, and we forced it to release hundreds of 
hours of video. Then we launched an intensive campaign. 
As a result, after 30 years of these atrocities, the lab 
was closed, and Suomi will no longer be involved in any 
experiments on animals ever again.

Another tactic is for institutions to claim that what 
happens to animals in publicly funded experiments in 
publicly funded universities and government facilities is 
confidential business information. 

Those are the issues that we have to litigate the most 
often.

Augustus Club: How did you become involved in animal 
rights?

Lori Kettler: I went vegetarian after seeing that 
there is no way to raise animals for milk and 
meat humanely and still make a profit. I 
saw this firsthand, because my former 
partner and his family were dairy and 
poultry farmers.

I was working in environmental 
law, but rather than focusing on 
populations of species, I wanted 
to focus on the well-being of 
individual animals. So I applied to 
work at PETA and came on board in 
2000, which is also when I went vegan.

AC: What was your first job at PETA?

LK: I was counsel in the Cruelty Investigations 
Department. My position has evolved over the years—but 
the biggest difference is that when I was hired, I was the 
only in-house attorney, whereas now we have the largest 
and most effective legal team working for animal rights in 
the world!

AC: Describe a facet of your job that makes you 
especially happy.

LK: It’s the fact that everyone here is 110% 
committed to the cause.

AC: What are some of your most 
gratifying accomplishments in 

your time at PETA and the PETA 
Foundation?

LK: Going way back to my early 
days, I was thrilled to help rescue 
six polar bears who were being 

carted around the tropics in 
sweltering trailers by the Suarez 

Bros. Circus. After we filed a lawsuit, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

confiscated the bears and sent them to 
accredited zoos. 

In recent years, the most rewarding thing has been pulling 
back the curtain on vivisection. Animal experiments take 
place behind closed doors, and the experimenters really 
don’t want people to see what they do. So it’s satisfying 
to win FOIA cases and force experimenters to turn over 
records and videos to PETA.
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Meet Lori Kettler,  
PETA Foundation Vice 
President and Deputy 
General Counsel for 
Regulatory Affairs

For more than two decades, Lori has been stopping animal exploiters from keeping public records 
hidden from PETA’s researchers, ensuring that government agencies fulfill their duty to protect 
animals, and making certain that animal abusers are punished in the criminal justice system. 
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Don’t Share Information 

Willingly, We Drag It  
out of Them

Augustus Club—A Community of Champions  
for Animals
The Augustus Club newsletter shares stories of the accomplishments that PETA can achieve only through support from our 
members, like you. Each issue highlights some of the many ways your contributions influence animal-abusing industries and 
includes profiles of members and the animals they’ve helped save. This semi-annual newsletter is one of the benefits that we 
are honored to share with members of the Augustus Club. This club was created to recognize the exceptional individuals who 
have made animal protection a part of their lasting legacy by including a gift to PETA in their will or trust or by naming PETA 
as a beneficiary of an IRA or retirement account, life insurance policy, donor-advised fund, or other financial account. 

If you would like to learn more about the ways in which your legacy can help make a difference for animals, please contact us 
or visit our website below. Our staff is always ready to answer your questions and to assist you in creating your legacy.

PETA Legacy Gifts, 501 Front St., Norfolk, VA 23510
Legacy@peta.org | 757-962-8213 | PETA.org/Legacy

A Free Tool to Create Your Legacy of Love
Want to give animals a brighter future? We’ve partnered with FreeWill to help you create 
a legal will for free and support PETA’s work with a legacy gift so that you can advocate 
for animals for generations to come.

Protect those you love and create your legacy at PETA.org/FreeWill.

Complimentary Resources for You—and Your Animal Companions
As a PETA supporter, you have access to a full library of free publications that can help you explore the best ways to protect 
yourself and your animal companions while creating a legacy of compassion with PETA.

Download your workbooks at PETA.org/NewsResources.

This information is not intended as legal, accounting, or other 
professional advice. For assistance in charitable planning, consult 
an attorney for legal advice or obtain the services of another 
qualified professional.

© 2019 PETA | Tax ID: 52-1218336

Tim Enstice
Vice President of Planned Giving
PETA Foundation
757-962-8213
Visit our legacy website at PETA.org/Legacy
 
Mailing Address
PETA Office of Planned Giving
501 Front St.
Norfolk, VA 23510

An Important Choice: 
Choosing 

Your Executor

PEOPLE FOR
THE ETHICAL
TREATMENT
OF ANIMALS

We often put off finalizing estate 
documents because we are uncertain 
about how to make a decision when we 
believe there are no good choices—or, 
we don’t even know where to start or 
what our choices might be. One of those 
decisions you need to make is choosing 
an executor.

In your documents, you need to 
designate someone to be responsible 
for fulfilling your final wishes, including 
the distribution of your possessions, 
collectively called your estate. 
That person is called a personal 
representative, executor—or, if you have  
a trust—a trustee.

You don’t need to appoint a financial 
expert, but you do need a person with 
good judgment and common sense, 
basic business literacy, and the ability to 
determine when it’s time to involve an 
expert for assistance.

We Are Here to Help

We are here to suggest ways you can 
help stop animal suffering. We can guide 
you on many different types of gifts and 
help you find one that best matches your 
needs and philanthropic goals.

This information is not intended as legal, accounting, or other 
professional advice. For assistance in charitable planning, consult 
an attorney for legal advice or obtain the services of another 
qualified professional.

© 2019 PETA | Tax ID: 52-1218336

Tim Enstice
Vice President of Planned Giving
PETA Foundation
757-962-8213
Visit our legacy website at PETA.org/Legacy
 
Mailing Address
PETA Office of Planned Giving
501 Front St.
Norfolk, VA 23510

We Are Here to Help

Easy Ways to  
Create Your Legacy

Use the Right Words

To leave your gift to PETA, please use 
the following language:

I, [name], of [city, state ZIP], give, devise and 
bequeath to PETA, federal tax identification 
number 52-1218336, with the permanent 
address of P.O. Box 42516, Washington, DC 
20015, the sum of $___ [or describe the real 
or personal property, or percentage of your 
estate] for its unrestricted use and purpose. 

We are grateful for your support and 
thank you for taking action with us to 
usher in a new world of freedom and 
respect for all animals.

PEOPLE FOR
THE ETHICAL
TREATMENT
OF ANIMALS

Throughout our lives, there are 
moments when we pause to reflect on 
all that we have achieved and what we 
hope to accomplish. We consider how 
to write each chapter of our life story in 
a way that embodies our values in word 
and deed. 

Perhaps you’ve wished that you could 
do even more for PETA but were 
concerned about making a commitment 
that you might not be able to keep or 
using resources that you might, in the 
future, need for yourself.  

There are many ways of creating 
a lasting legacy that offer you the 
flexibility you need. Please read on to 
learn more.

How Will You Be 
Remembered?

This information is not intended as legal, accounting, or other 
professional advice. For assistance in charitable planning, consult 
an attorney for legal advice or obtain the services of another 
qualified professional.
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PETA Foundation
757-962-8213
Visit our legacy website at PETA.org/Legacy
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How to Create  
or Update Your  

Estate Plans

PEOPLE FOR
THE ETHICAL
TREATMENT
OF ANIMALS

For many of us, the task of creating 
or updating our estate plan is one of 
those things we repeatedly move to 
the bottom of our “to do” list. It’s easy 
to ignore estate planning until it’s too 
late—but you owe it to yourself and your 
family to be prepared.

Where and how should you start your 
planning? Or when should you update 
an existing plan? As time goes on, your 
needs and your family’s needs may 
change.

Devising your plan is one way to create 
a secure future for yourself and your 
loved ones. You can rest easy knowing 
that your family will be well cared for 
and your property will pass on to your 
intended beneficiaries. 

This guide offers you tips on organizing 
your plans and making sure they are up 
to date with your current life situation.

Planning Ahead Yields 
the Biggest Impact

Use the Right Words

If you would like to help bring an end to 
animal abuse by including a gift to PETA in 
your will, please consider using the following 
language:

I, [name], of [city, state ZIP], give, devise and 
bequeath to PETA, federal tax identification 
number 52-1218336, with the permanent 
address of P.O. Box 42516, Washington, DC 
20015, the sum of $___ [or describe the real 
or personal property, or percentage of your 
estate] for its unrestricted use and purpose. 

We Are Here to Help
We are here to suggest ways you can help 
stop animal suffering. We can guide you on 
many different types of gifts and help you 
find one that best matches your needs and 
philanthropic goals.

This information is not intended as legal, accounting, or other 
professional advice. For assistance in charitable planning, consult 
an attorney for legal advice or obtain the services of another 
qualified professional.
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Animal Companion’s  
Future and Your 
Peace of Mind

PEOPLE FOR
THE ETHICAL
TREATMENT
OF ANIMALS

Our animal companions are important 
members of our family, and we know 
how much they depend on us. Just as 
a will is one way to ensure your human 
loved ones are provided for, it’s also 
important to make sure that the care 
and comfort of your companion animals 
continues if you are unable to do so 
yourself. 

Including provisions for your companion 
animals in your estate plans can help you 
ensure that they receive the care and 
comfort they are accustomed to for the 
rest of their lives—and provide you with 
peace of mind.

To leave a gift to PETA in your will or 
trust, please use the following language:

I, [name], of [city, state ZIP], give, devise and 
bequeath to PETA, federal tax identification 
number 52-1218336, with the permanent 
address of P.O. Box 42516, Washington, DC 
20015, the sum of $___ [or describe the real 
or personal property, or percentage of your 
estate] for its unrestricted use and purpose. 

We Are Here to Help

To request PETA’s comprehensive 
Companion Animal Planning Packet, 
contact the PETA Foundation’s Planned 
Giving Department at 757-622-7382 or 
email Legacy@peta.org

This information is not intended as legal, accounting, or other 
professional advice. For assistance in charitable planning, consult 
an attorney for legal advice or obtain the services of another 
qualified professional.
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We Are Here to Help

Receive Tax Savings 
AND Lifetime Income 

With a Gift to PETA

PEOPLE FOR
THE ETHICAL
TREATMENT
OF ANIMALS

For More Information

Please contact Tim Enstice at  
757-962-8213 or Legacy@peta.org to 
discuss your situation and for more 
information about the gift options 
described in this brochure.

A charitable remainder trust (CRT) can 
supplement your income now, help you 
plan for future retirement, or provide 
support for your loved ones.

Would you like to do any of the 
following?

  Receive lifetime income for yourself 
and/or a loved one.

  Sell your appreciated securities or 
real estate and avoid capital gains tax 
on the transfer.

  Receive an income tax deduction.

  Diversify your investments.

  Convert assets into a lifetime stream 
of income.

If you selected any of these options, then 
transferring your appreciated assets to a 
CRT may be the answer.

A CRT can be established using a 
wide variety of assets, including cash, 
appreciated publicly traded stock, real 
estate, closely held stock, or oil, gas, 
and mineral interests. You pay no capital 
gains tax on the transfer if you fund 
your trust with appreciated assets. PETA 
works with your advisers, if necessary, 
to sell the property. The proceeds are 
invested in a diversified portfolio, and 
you will receive annual income for life. 
After your lifetime, the remaining trust 
principal becomes available to PETA.

Charitable 
Remainder Trust
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