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Key Vocabulary
suffer experience something painful

hoarder person who collects too many animals or things

companionship friendship and closeness with someone

grooming brushing and cleaning an animal’s coat

guardian someone who takes care of someone else

cruelty-free not tested on animals

Melissa and Maizzie



Bianca and Bettina

A humane mouse or rat trap

Teddy
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Answer Sheet: Rescued Rats Find New Home

1. What are some things that rats and humans have in common?

Answer: Both rats and humans giggle when tickled, fall in love, and 
risk their lives to save their family members. Rats, humans, and all 
other animals can also suffer and feel pain. (Literal)

2. What will happen to rats if they don’t have companionship?

Answer: Rats who don’t have companionship will become lonely 
and stressed. (Literal)

3. What else do you think rats need to be happy and healthy?

Possible answer: Like all animals, rats need food, water, and a safe, 
clean place to live. They also need veterinary care, just like cats, 
dogs, and other companion animals. (Inferential)

4. Do you think it’s fair to use animals in experiments? 
Explain your answer.

Possible answer: I don’t think it’s fair to use animals in experiments 
because they’re forced to live in small cages, are experimented on, 
and don’t get to play, cuddle, eat their favorite foods, or do anything 
else they enjoy. People should just buy products that haven’t been 
tested on animals. (Evaluative)


