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HANDLING OF ANIMALS.

On Sunday Sept 13, 2015 two APHIS officials attended the 2 pm Tiger Playtime at this facility, There were
approximately 40 to 50 members of tha public in altendance, which included ane naw born baby, one toddler and
approximalely 10 aother children under 10 years of age. The attendants gave a few instructions on keeping fingers o
other body parts aut of the cubr s mouth and instructed the public to stay seated but crawl or move around as much as
possibéa. The gata to the cub area was opened and two cubs walked out. One cub appearad 1o be asleep and was
dragged oul by its front Teet, the fourth cub was pushed out from behind. Acconding to the attencants these cubs
wera 16 weeks old and weighed 35 10 40 Ibs. There were seven afttendants presant, mostly voung people, The
owrer was not prasent until tha photo opportunity after the Playtime . Each cub, except for the non-responsive cub,
had an attendant who tried to stay with their cub at all imes. The cubs had no collars or leashes on them., These
attendants had a riding crop they used fo swal the cubs nose if the cub started o bite, The attendants could nof
always keap up wilh the cubs as the cubs would leap through the crowd. Al these painls the cubs were oulside of
their direct control, The cubs were swatied frequently with the riding crops when the altendants were near them,
Some of the swats wera excassivea in severity causing the cubs obwvious discomiort.

Physical abuse shall not be used to train, work, or handle animals, The use of a riding crop to prevent these large,
aggragsive cubs fram biting is considered physical abuss and can cause unnecessary discaomiart, pain and suffaring
1o the animal,

Correct immediately by ceasing the use of physical abuse 1o handle animals,

211 ic) (1} REPEAT

HANDLING OF ANIMALS.
There were at least two incidents where members of the public were bitten, A litthe girl (approximatety & or 9 vears

ald) yelled "ow * alter one of the cubs crawlad into her lap and grabbad her right lower bicap in its mouth.  The lithe
girl held her arm for a minute then checked 1o 2ee if the skin had been broken.
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The sacond incident occurad when one of the cubs bit a lady on the right forearm apparently breaking the skin, After
this incident, an attendant glerted anothear that there had baen a "batile wound ", Thay had the lady follow them out of
the room for a short time presumably to clean the waund,

Cwring public exhibition there must be minimal risk of harm o the pubbic and the animals. These animals are oo big,
oo fast, and 1o dangerous o rely on a riding whig to control thelr actions, As noted previcusly these animals
frequently escaped from their attendant and roamed free for the mest part. In several insfances the cubs fried 1o eat
camaras with thair attendants standing by. Thesa cubs could aasily have pounced on a vounger child in he
aupdience and caused senous injury or even death to the bables. When tiger cubs reach this size, speed, and
strengih, confact with the public is no longer safe.

Half way through the playtime a young capuchin monkey was brought out and passed around to the public for photo
apportunities. Youwng children as well as adulis were allowed ta hald the mankey either on their head or shoulder.
On al least one occasion the handler dropped the keash while the animal was on a man ‘s shoulder. Mear the end of
the playlime session the monkey seemead o becoma agitated and wanted to remain with the handler, The handler
cantinued to place it on mambers af the pulblic for photos.  Allowing a monkay, especally an agitated monkey, this
close 1o someona s head and face is imesponsiblefinexperienced handling. This animal could cause serious injury
with a bite io someone 5 face or head, especially a small child.

REMAING UNCORRECTED.

213 (c) (2} DIRECT NCI
HANDLING OF ANIMALS.

These cubs have been exhibited almost daily, with multiple sessions, since the end of June, Saturday, September
12, for example, tha cubs had 11 sessions with & one hour break. Sunday, Sapiember 13, the day of the inspection,
the animals had been exhibited for 5 hours, The “Playtime® sezsion was 30 minutes long, bul then some cube were
used for individual photo shoot cpportunities.  After the session APHIS officials attended, the animals were 1o be
given & ang haur break and than exhibited for an additional 5 hours. Parforming animals must ba allowed a rest
pariod between paformances at least equal to the tme for one performance.

The fact that these cubs are allowing the attendants 1o drag tham around by their front legs, non-responsively.
suggests they are exhausted and have no choice but 1o cope with the situation.

Correcl immediataly by allowing thesa cubs a resl pericd aller each "playlima/pholo sassion” al least equal to tha
fime of the session
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2.131 [c) [3) DIRECT MCI
HAMNDLING OF ANIMALS,

There was cne attendant that appeared 1o be there expressly to keep the cubs active, He persistently teased the
cubs to maka them "attack” for good photo apporfunities.

As the 30 minute session progressed the one culb that had been pulled into the room by its front feet was pulled to
athar areas of the room so that additional people could pet and take photos. This cub naver staod up during this
zassion and remained unresponsive, as it was dragged from one part of the room to ancther. As the session
progressed two addifional cubs laid down fo nap and wers also dragged around the room for petting and photo
sassions. Al the and of tha session, threa of the four cubs had to be dragged by their lags from the exhibit area. The
one remaining “awake” cub was used for individeal photo opportunities.

Young growing animals normally lake frequent naps during the day. Mot allowing these animals Lo fallow normal
behavior as they grow may interfere with their development. It can also cause stress and possible iliness,

Correct immediately by providing these cubs with adequate rest, without public handling.

Inspaction conducted on Sapt 13, 2015 by Dr. Cindy DiGesualds VMO and Charas Willey IES investigator.

Exit imterviaw conducted on Sept 14, 2015 with licensee, Dr. Rick Kirsten SACS, Dr.Cindy DiGesuakdo WO, and fwo
sacurly guards.

By tha licensee signing this document it is not an admission of guilt but servas ta reflect tha licensee’s receaipt of tha
report and axil ntervios.
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