
ECONOMIC 
BENEFITS 

of Non-Animal 
Dissection
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PETA’s Humane Education Division

Modern educators wear many hats, but “savvy shopper” doesn’t have 
to be one of them, at least when it comes to replacing archaic and 
ineffective animal dissection with superior, non-animal methods. This 
guide was developed to help teachers compare the monetary cost of 
non-animal dissection with that of animal dissection and can be used 
in discussions with department leaders and administrators to illustrate 
how much money they could be saving by choosing state-of-the-art 
tools. Do you teach anatomy, biology, or general science, and are you 
interested in replacing archaic animal dissection with modern and 
humane activities? If so, this guide is for you! 

For ethical, educational, and economic reasons, students and educators 
at all levels are increasingly looking to replace classroom animal 
dissection with humane, non-animal methods, such as interactive 
computer software and hyper-realistic models.

Following is a cost comparison between standard animal dissection and 
its non-animal counterparts. Five-year costs are based on an average 
class of 30 students who are working in pairs. Figures were calculated 
in December 2022 based on advertised costs from sellers of the relevant 
products and Carolina Biological’s online catalog.



Emantras Frog 
Dissection App

The Digital 
Frog 2.5

SynDaver 
SynFrog

Frog 
Dissection

Student dissection
set (includes
scissors, forceps,
scalpel, needles,
pins, ruler, and
dropper pipette)

N/A N/A $17.60 x 15 = 
$264

$17.60 x 15 = 
$264

Scalpel blades  
(box of 100 
replacement
blades)

N/A N/A $38.50 $38.50

Dissecting pan N/A N/A $20 x 15 = 
$300

$20 x 15 = 
$300

Gloves N/A N/A N/A $23.95 x 3 = 
$71.85

Disposable apron N/A N/A N/A $36.85 x 2 = 
$73.70

Goggles N/A N/A N/A $43.40 x 3 = 
$130.20

Formalin frog, 5″, 
double injection N/A N/A N/A $11.75 x 75 = 

$881.25

SynFrogs and 
replacement pucks N/A N/A

$150 x 15 = 
$2,250

$420 x 3 = 
$1,260

N/A

Software for 15 
devices

$3.99 x 15 = 
$59.85

N/A  
(FREE  

download) 
N/A N/A

Total cost $59.85 $0.00 $4,112.50 $1,759.50

PETA’s Humane Education Division

Non-Animal Dissection vs. Frog Dissection



eMind Cat 

Victory XR
VR Cat Dissection: 

Purr-fect 
Procedure 

Cat Dissection

Student dissection
set (includes
scissors, forceps,
scalpel, needles,
pins, ruler, and
dropper pipette)

N/A N/A $17.60 x 15 = $264

Scalpel blades (box
of 100 replacement
blades)

N/A N/A $38.50

Dissecting pan N/A N/A $20 x 15 = $300

Gloves N/A N/A $23.95 x 3 = 
$71.85

Disposable apron N/A N/A $36.85 x 2 = $73.70

Goggles N/A N/A $43.40 x 3 = 
$130.20

Formalin cat, 18″+, 
double injection N/A N/A $84.00 x 75 = 

$6,300

Software for 15 
devices

$209 x 5 = $1,045 
(annual site license 

for 5 years)

$200 x 5 = $1,000 
(annual site license 

for 5 years)
N/A

Total cost $1,045 $1,000 $7,178.25

PETA’s Humane Education Division

Non-Animal Dissection vs. Cat Dissection



eMind Fetal Pig

Victory XR
VR Pig Dissection: 

Hoggin’ the 
Scalpel Procedure

Pig Dissection

Student dissection
set (includes
scissors, forceps,
scalpel, needles,
pins, ruler, and
dropper pipette)

N/A N/A $17.60 x 15 = $264

Scalpel blades (box
of 100 replacement
blades)

N/A N/A $38.50

Dissecting pan N/A N/A $20 x 15 = $300

Gloves N/A N/A $23.95 x 3 = $71.85

Disposable apron N/A N/A $36.85 x 2 = $73.70

Goggles N/A N/A $43.40 x 3 = 
$130.20

Formalin pig, 14″+, 
plain, 1 per bag N/A N/A $22.95 x 75 = 

$1,721.25

Software for 15 
devices

$209 x 5 = $1,045 
(annual site license 

for 5 years)

$200 x 5 = $1,000 
(annual site license 

for 5 years)
N/A

Total cost $1,045 $1,000 $2,599.50

PETA’s Humane Education Division

Non-Animal Dissection vs. Fetal Pig Dissection



eMind Crayfish 
(included in eMind 

Invertebrate)

Getting Nerdy 
Crayfish Paper 

Dissection

Crayfish 
Dissection

Student dissection
set (includes
scissors, forceps,
scalpel, needles,
pins, ruler, and
dropper pipette)

N/A N/A $17.60 x 15 = $264

Scalpel blades (box
of 100 replacement
blades)

N/A N/A $38.50

Dissecting pan N/A N/A $20 x 15 = $300

Gloves N/A N/A $23.95 x 3 = $71.85

Disposable apron N/A N/A $36.85 x 2 = $73.70

Goggles N/A N/A $43.40 x 3 = 
$130.20

Crayfish, 4″, single 
injection, pail of 10 N/A N/A $16.60 x 8 = 

$132.80

Dissection bundle N/A $19.95 N/A

Software for 15 
devices

$209 x 5 = $1,045 
(annual site license 

for 5 years)
N/A N/A

Total cost $1,045 $19.95 $1,011.05

PETA’s Humane Education Division

Non-Animal Dissection vs. Crayfish Dissection



eMind Fish
Getting Nerdy 
Perch Paper 
Dissection

Fish Dissection

Student dissection
set (includes
scissors, forceps,
scalpel, needles,
pins, ruler, and
dropper pipette)

N/A N/A $17.60 x 15 = $264

Scalpel blades (box
of 100 replacement
blades)

N/A N/A $38.50

Dissecting pan N/A N/A $20 x 15 = $300

Gloves N/A N/A $23.95 x 3 = $71.85

Disposable apron N/A N/A $36.85 x 2 = $73.70

Goggles N/A N/A $43.40 x 3 = 
$130.20

Formalin perch, 9″+, 
single injection, pail N/A N/A $7.55 x 75 = 

$566.25

Dissection bundle N/A $21.95 N/A

Software for 15 
devices

$209 x 5 = $1,045 
(annual site license 

for 5 years)
N/A N/A

Total cost $1,045 $21.95 $1,444.50

PETA’s Humane Education Division

Non-Animal Dissection vs. Fish Dissection
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In addition to the immediate cost savings of non-animal dissection, 
there are ongoing savings because some software programs need to be 
purchased only once and may be used indefinitely without additional 
fees. Most animal laboratory supplies (e.g., disposable personal 
protective equipment and animal specimens) must be purchased 
repeatedly and cannot be reused.

Learn more at TeachKind.org
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