
Terry W. Prather 

President, SeaWorld 

 

Dear Mr. Prather, 

 

SeaWorld's PR line about the breeding of Tilikum falls flat, given statements PETA has from 

SeaWorld's own former employees, and it doesn't explain how exactly SeaWorld collects 

Tilikum's semen without having anyone get into the pool with him.  

 

Former SeaWorld scientist John Hall says in this article, "Early in the morning, the animal-care 

crew would take hot-water-filled cow vaginas and masturbate the males in the back tanks." In 

this YouTube video, SeaWorld trainers demonstrate semen collection by standing in shallow 

water next to an orca and grabbing his penis until he ejaculates into a plastic bag. Linda Simons, 

SeaWorld's former health and safety director, confirmed to PETA that trainers are in fact in the 

water with Tilikum when masturbating him. When she asked about safety concerns with this, the 

response was, "This is how we've always done it." 

 

It doesn't matter if trainers are ankle deep or totally submerged in the pool during this 

masturbation. Orcas commonly capture prey by leaping out of the water, grabbing the animal, 

and dragging him or her beneath the surface of the water.  

 

To settle this, how about PETA and I come to SeaWorld and videotape the process, and then 

people can decide how natural it is? It might make your dramatic news releases about a new orca 

pregnancy or birth less appealing, but the public deserves to know. And they've undoubtedly 

never seen a sex tape like this. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Tommy Lee 

http://outsideonline.com/outside/culture/201007/killer-whale-behavior-trainer-death-seaworld.html?imw=Y
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TIU2-m_Vc7U
http://animal.discovery.com/videos/weird-true-freaky-orca-seal-hunting.html
http://animal.discovery.com/videos/weird-true-freaky-orca-seal-hunting.html

