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2131 {c) (1}
HAMDLING OF ANIMALS.

Section 2,131 {c) (1) states - "During public exhibition, any animal must be handled so there is minimal risk of harm to
the animal and ta the public, with sufficiant distance andfar barriers batween the animal and the genaral viewing
publec 20 as to assure the SEﬂt"l].' al anwnals amnd the pubiic.”

1. On 62711 the Cola Brothers Gircus was 58l up on progerty 1hat was bordarad an all sides by busy cily sireeds.
The parking area was not sumounded by any fence and members of the public were able to enter and walk through
the parking lot while 2 of the elephanis were in the parking lot being bathed. There was no type of physical barrier in
place o prevent members of the general public from approaching the elephants, there was only one handler for tha
w0 elephants, and the APHIS inspectors saw several people stop and stand within close proximity of the elephants
o watch the bathing. Al one point there were & or & people standing near the bathing area.

Per thiz Regulation, any animal muest be handled during public exhibition so that there is minimal risk of harm o the
animal and o the public, with sufhcient distance and/or barmiers betwaen the animal and the ganeral viewing public so
as to assure the safely of the animal and the public. In this case, there was an insufficient distance between the
elephants and the general viewing public during the bathing and there was not an appropriate physical barrier in
place betwaen the alephants and tha viewing public to minimize tha risk of harm ta both tha animal and the public.

The Licensee neads o ensura that any future public exhibitions of the elephants include the use of sufficient distanca
and/or barriers betwaen the animals and members of the viewing publdic lar tha safety of both the elephants and the
public,

Correct from this dale lomward,

2. Tha APHIZ inspector observed the alephant ridas during the Gale Brathars Circus on 52711 in Meriden, CT. At
the conclusion of the rdes before the 7:30 PM show, the elephants were standing at the fence inside the ride area
facing the public side and the head elephant handler was standing beside the 2 elephants with his back to the public
araa. It was al this time that an aduli man walked up to the ride area and ona of the elaphanis extended har trunk
over the fence towands the man, The APHIS inspector saw
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the man reéach out and grab hald of the distal end of the elephant’s trunk for several seconds before he released the
trunk. It was than that the handler tumed around and the man than started to talk with him for sevaral minutas.
Curing the comversation, both elephants put their trunks over the fence o eal grass on the public side and one of the
elephants used its trunk to explore the grassy area around the man’s feet

Per thizs Regulation, any animal must be handled during public exhibition so that there iz minimal risk of harm 1o the
animal and to the public, with sufficient distance and/or barmiers between the animal and the general viewing public so
as to assura the safely of the animal and the public. There was an insufficient distance andior barrier batwean the
elephants and a member of the public that allowed the man to grab hold of the elephant’s trunk and that also allowed
ang of the elephanis to place its frunk close fo the feet and legs of the man, The safely of the elephant and the man
ware al risk in bath of these siluations.

The Licansae nesads to ansura that any future public axhibitions of the elephants includa the use of sufficient distanca
and/or barmers betwaen the animals and members of the VNG PG far the SEI‘E"[}' al both the elephants and thi
public,

Correct from this date forward,

211 (d) (3) DIRECT NCI
HANDLING OF ANIMALS.

Section 2,131 {d} {3} states - During public exhibition, dangerous animals such as lons, tigers, walves, bears, or
alephants must be undear the direct coniral and suparvision of a knowledgaeabla and expananced animal handler. ®

1. APHIS inspectors observed the elephant rides during the Cole Brothers Circus on 82711 in Meriden, CT during
the ndes givan ana hour belara the 4:30 PM and 7:30 PM pafarmancas. There wara many instancas when the
APHIS inspeclers observed that the 2 elephants being used for rides were not under the direct control and
supervision of an elephant handler, After the elephants entered the ride area for the 3:30 PM rides, one handler
walked away from the elephams and adjusted tha barrier fancea in the right back cormer of the fde area whila the
other handler left the ride area and went o get hay which left a single inattentive handler for both elephants,

There wara many timas whan the elephant handlers wara dislracted away from their nde alephant bath when (he
elephants were giving rides to passengers and when not giving rides but they were stafionary in the ride area. The
handlers were frequently observed to ba standing several feat away from or behind tha elephants or the handlers had
thedr back towards the elephants and were facing away from them. During all of these instances, the elephants weng
no kanger under the direct control and supervision of a handler during public exhibition. In another instance, one
alaphant had 1 adulf and 6 young childran in the saddia during a ride when her handler answerad his phona. The
handler continued talking on the phone as he walked away from the elephant leaving the animal unattended, and the
elephant continued the ride withowt being under the direct control of a handler. At ancther fime, the handler was
distracted ard laft tha elephant when a mamber of the circus came up o he ride lanca Lo talk wilth the handler.
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The tailure o exhibit dangaraus animals such as lions, tigars, wolves, baars, ar alephants to the public while undear
the direct control and supervision of a knowledgeable and experienced animal handler allows for potential direct
contact of the elephants with the public and/or the risk of sericus injury to members of the public as the elephants
have freadom of movameani.

The Licensee must have the elephants under the direct contral and supervision of an experiencead animal handler at
all timas during publbc axiubiton.

Correct immediately.

2. Afemale employes, who also perorms in the show, has been helping the head elephant handler on the rides and
walking primarily the elaphant namad "Viola® just since February 2011 and sha has no pravious elephant handling
expenence. While observing the elephant rides bafore the ¥:30 PM show on 62711, the APHIS inspector noboed on
saveral accasions that the female employes was using excessive forca while ugging at the elephant with the ankus,
turther demanstrating her lack of contral of tha elaphant and lack of experencs or propar fraining o handla

elephants. It should akeo be noted that “Viola® has a history of having escaped from an experienced elephant handler
in 20140,

The Regulations require that during public exhibition, dangerous animals such as lions, tigers, wolves, bears, or
elephants must be under the direct confrol and supervision of a knowledgeable and experienced animal handler. An
individual needs to have sulficient experience and training 1o be considered 1o be appropriately qualified to function
as a handler of a dangerous animal like an elephant during pericds of direct contact with members of the public

I order to demonsirate compliance with the requirement that dangerous animals must be under the direct contral
and supervision of & knowledgeable and experienced animal handler, the Licenses needs 1o submit the
documantation of tha famale amployes's handler gualificatons as soan as possible to Dr. Habert Gibbans, Regianal
Director, Western Regional Office of USDASAPHIS Animal Care, 2150 Center Avenue Bidg. B, Mail Stop 23W11, Fort
Colling, GO 80526-8117.

MOTE - This inspection of the Licensee ook place al the Gole Brothars Gircus in Merden, CT and focused on items
and areas related to the care and exhibition of Elephants. The following Elephants were present; Mina [(Asian) 43
yaars, Kelly [(Asian) 41 years, and Yiola (Asian] 41 years,

MOTE - Exit intarview hald &30 1 on-site in Willimantic, CT at the nexi stop of the Cola Brothars Circus with thea
head elephant handler. END OF REPORT,
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